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PREFACE 

This little brochure on Tiruchendur is launched into the 
world with all the blessings of the Lord of Sendhil. Privi¬ 
leged to spend there a brief period of my time in His service, 
I have placed before the reader an account .of this most 
delightful of Muruga’s sacred spots. 

Muruga’s association with Tiruchendur is far too signifi¬ 
cant. It is described in extenso in His epic, the Skanda 
Parana. The young Muruga as the devasenapathi vanquishes 
Evil in the form of Surapathuma. The Tamils have ever since 
been celebrating the event as an annual festival during Skanda 
Sashti. Tiruchendii means as it does a house of Victory. It 
borders the sea, and, has all the natural charm of a hero’s 
fortress. It is verily a haven of Peace and Bliss. The 
Tamils in this part of the peninsula have such an attraction 
for the place and its presiding Lord Arumuga Nainar. He 
lives in their hearts, and as a tutelary deity in every Tamil 
home. Further North, the temple is not so popularly known, 
as Palani at the centre and Tiruttani near Madras have their 
own attractions. Tiruchendur is also much less known to 
the votaries of Balaji in the farther North. An attempt is 
here made to give His bakthas all-over, a close account of His 
shrine at Tiruchendur; and with this additional desire of 
impressing that the. Temple is one worthy of a pilgrimage in 
this life. The divine inspiration and His grace that the 
bhakta is sure to secure will more than re-compeiise his 
labours. 

My grateful thanks are due to H. H. Srilasri Ambala- 
vana Desika Paramacharya Swamigal of Tiruvavaduthurai 
Adhinam who has accorded me the graceful permission to 
issue this work as a commemoration volume on the 53rd year 
of His Holiness; and, to H. H. Srilasri Kasivasi Arid Nandi 
Thambiran Avergal, of Kasi Mutt, Tiruppanandhal, whose 
blessings have induced me to commence this volume. Their 
Holinesses have intimate spiritual and territorial associations 
with Tiruchendur. Thiruppugazhmapi T. M. Krishnaswami 
Iyer has very kindly furnished me a Note to the Snbrah- 
nmnya Bujangam and Astothra; and, to that ardent bhakta 
of Muruga, as well to numerous friends who have actively 
helped me to bring out this brochure, I crave His blessings. 

Madras, 

'April 26th , 1948. 


T. M. SOMASUNDARAM. 
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TIRUCHENDUR 

The Sea-shore Temple of Subrahmanyam 

The Sea-shore temple of Subrahmanyam at Tiruchendur 
is one of* the delightful spots sanctified and venerated by 
every Hindu. As one of' the first-spiritual centres for the 
salvation of Man, His shrine has been an attraction for 
Hindus for ages. This sacred house of God, is in the 
extreme south-west of the Indian peninsula. The rising Sun 
bows in adoration of it each morning as he rises from the 
rippling expanse of the ocean, and spreads light and life over 
every living object. Bordered by the sea on the East and 
the North, the temple walls on these sides are being washed 
by the foaming waves of the gulf of Mannar. The date of 
the temple is hidden in the Puranic past. The nucleus of the 
structure however has been here for more than 2,000 years 
as the Tamil Classics* refer to. 

In devotional literature however, and in the Tiru-murug- 
arruppadai, an earliest account of his worship, six chosen 
spots in the Tamil land are referred to by Nakkirar as 
of more than ordinary sanctity for his worship, and thereby 
favoured by him. Tiruchendur occupies among them 
the second place in importance. Uncommonly enough, this 

QeusssTL— (ktu Lfsasrtfl Q 

Q/tQQevsrr /8BsO^)iu arm *it eQiueisrjpiaj>p ” 

— Lfpnir^rjn 55, 11. 18-19; 

“ ^(r^u>f9^)^6TTsSeisr ^f^soeuiraj^ 

Q*tu ” — ^spur&irTj.v 266, 11. 20-21. 

“ *£f<}3iGi}tnu& Q&p ji>; fSSso^)u usssrQu ” 

— pjPiuueotL- —1. 125. 

“ Q& 15 0 Q&r&Q&rr®Li> jpuit 

<STnSQp i§iasir peueisr 17 — ^eouu^ssir /rii, 24. 

“ cusb)t euuSljpj j 

fi&LpL^easr QjiQTj* GST $5LLL]60TeO IT LU ” 

* — eresrug! utpLcU/rilQ. 

“rGgffQ&ikfii'eBr Qlooj ajerretf) Lb<e8B)6rrp(&jp piranhasihi l-ttoj ” 
— ^uuir—fi(7F ) LaGnp3>sir(i}—fi)(7F ) <&ffr6mL- <s u —4. 




temple is located on the sea-shore, while the rest of His 
temples are invariably located on high elevations as on hill¬ 
tops. The reason is that, in the physiographical five-fold 
division of the land by the Tamil grammarians *Murugan— 
as Subrahmanyam is known by the Tamil name,—is assigned 

the Kurinji _the hill country. His shrines are always 

situated amid mountains and forests, for these regions are 
considered dear to him. The variance here, is possibly due 
to Muruga’s divine mission to free the Devas, and the 
vanquishment of Surapathuma and his mighty hosts in 
“ Veera-mahendram,” their mid-ocean fortress near-by. As 
such, the Puranas narrate, f The Devas gained their deli¬ 
verance and the Asuras His grace. 

Tradition and Siva-rahasya khanda in Skandha- 
puranamt relate, that at this spot, Muruga encamped 
before and after the vanquishment of the asuras, and wor¬ 
shipped Siva at the shrine Mayan had built for Him. The 
kanda-madana-parvatha, the red sand-stone rock of this 
coast had worthily received its foundations. A lofty gopuram 
also rose beside it. A part of the cliff some fifty feet high 

•Muruga, the earliest and sublimest Tamilian Concept of God¬ 
head has been as long cherished and venerated in the Tamil land as 
its Sanskritised concept “Subrahmanyam/’ which means “the all 
pervading spirit of the Universe, the essence from which all things 
are evolved, by which they are sustained and into which they are 
involved.” He, in gracious pity for humanity takes form sometimes 
as the youthful God of Wisdom:— Swaminatha; God also of war 
when wicked Asuras have to be destroyed: Karthikeya ; sometimes 
-as the holy child Muruga, the type of perennial tender beauty, always 
and everywhere at the service of his devotees. 

fThe puranic account runs thus: The Devas were hard pressed 
by the asuras; Surapathuma and his brothers. Siva in Kailas was 
appealed to by the Devas for deliverance. Six sparks of fire issued 
from the frontal eye of Siva and answered their prayers. These 
divine sparks of grace were received by Agni, the God of fire, and 
cast into Ganges from which they passed into the Himalayan lake 
Saravanai. Here they were transformed into six babes. These were 
suckled by the six Krithika nymphs, of the constellation Pleiades, 
and, became one by name Skanda ; on being fondly clasped into one 
by Parvathi ; the divine inseparable sakti of Siva. He came -to _be 
called Shadanana, Shanmukha, and Arumukha as being six faced, and 
Muruga on account of his youthfulness, beauty and godliness. 
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had been bored into to form the holy sanctum . of Subrah- 
manyam. The red-sandy rock round about was . further 
carved into, as well the rolling hills of sand moved away to 
gain more space. The second and third prakaras were then 
designed and brought into being. These have been further 
enlarged upon in the course of succeeding centuries, the earlier 
Siva shrine in the meanwhile, having become more famous 
still for the worship of. Subrahmanyam Himself. 

The Pandya and the Chera, their vassals, and other men 
of devotion further improved the temple. Maharaja Mar- 
thandavarma (1729-58 A.D.), the maker of modern Travan- 
core, endowed the very first-the Udaya-Marthanda kattalai 
of each morning, more than two centuries ago; and others 
followed in the nine arathanas of the day. As time rolled 
on, the effect of the sea and its salt-laden air began to tell 
upon the inferior sand stones used at the first instance in the 
original construction. It was now that a noble Sanyasin, 
Mouna Swami saw the stones in a state of disintegration. 
He almost immediately took up the renovation:, and was 
followed by two others. The work continued during the 
course of 72 years, and this noble edifice of three prakaras 
was re-constructed anew, in imperishable black granite, dis¬ 
carding every bit of the original white sand-stone structure. 
The Sanyasins were wedded to poverty, but nevertheless 

^]F5IT^lUfTlUU UGV6WTILI. 6p63T(7rj>UJ ' 

iQjfLLLUfTiu rSlesrp Q&tf$u iBipituQ^/rir C? LCGBfhuirQ& 

MQFpkixsra^ir (LpafEi&srr asiBaeir ueke&f) jtskstQlz Q&irsmQi— 

^0(£p0<®sw 6L7/5\s/r«?0 e^^^sarear, s^ilnu ” 

— aizaSLjjiiremu) 

As the War-lord of the Gods, as became his divine commission, 
he was known as Karthikeya. He then proceeded from Kailas to the 
South on his mission of subduing the Asuras, and freeing the Devas 
from their cruel bondage. At Tiruehendur, He and his hosts en¬ 
camped. Karthikeya desired a shrine of Siva for his worship. Mayan 
the celestial architect constructed the shrine for Siva at this sea-front. 
“ luQeoaiii iBajdssr (ofitr&Q 

pu3(2ffdrrir SW-s irpomp. uStupjpi£ 5 ) i/PessremL^ Qiuehsorp 
ffipSSViLin LjSooreiJir QcFlcldco Qihsm-suS (SV)U}.p,. Q^sevir 
Q-emp^QTj G&jr'j) Qsuoos CoGmiSleo Q^iusjtr&sr ” 

- fBLfJ tTGmui 
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funds poured in to fulfil their life mission of constructing a 
worthy Koyil (House-of-God) to stand, for all times. The 
temple was fully constructed anew in all its details, and 
Kumbabisheka performed in 1941. The temple and its 

Karthikeya, as the son of the ‘supreme Siva Makadeva, then l.ed 
his hosts and proceeded with the war against the asuras. For five 
days Surapathuma’s sons, brothers, and their mighty hosts gave battle 
on land, under the sea, and in the air and most of them perished. 
On the sixth day, Surapathuma alone survived. The Lord’s last bid 
to show the asura His grace was his Visvaroopa darsan. The asura. 
realised: 

“ Q&rr<sdi£t(r Lbigjz 3i(<55 <£6m<o&(n (&,6tieQiu (SyLnJsehr pekdssru 
ua<sd Qevrissr/SlQFjfiQ^lesr err ^GmirfifsQGtie&ujir <shr 

Lbir<3i>{U68r s&sT&r&jih GrdssreurreijrioUiT it* lUfrir&'&jtb 

(vpGd&tr janriAmu iSfebriD <s?Biu<6mQqrj ” 

arZ'&Lf j /T 633 T re¬ 
but his pride prevailed. He would not give in and be subdued. He 
still gave battle from region to region. Karthikeya now took Indra. 
as his charger in the form of a pea-cock; and his lance, the Gsnsb 
sought the foe out in his hiding in the ocean. Surapathuma rose at 
last out of liis island fortress “Veera-mahendram,” as a frightful and 
enchanted mango-tree and attacked him. The lance pierced the tree 
and broke it in twain. The broken pieces instantly transformed 
themselves into a mighty pea-fowl and 3 chanticleer. The former 
attacked Indra which was serving as the Lord's bearer. The asura 
had spurned his last chance for submission! Shanmukha’s grace- 
however prevailed. .As an act of forgiveness, he took the pea-fowl', 
as his permanent charger (relieving Indra) and the Chanticleer on 
his banner. The story goes that the two: irujisyii’c live in 

His presence ever after. Shanmukha’s mission was now fulfilled, and, 
the Devas were freed. He turned again to Tiruchendur, halted and' 
worshipped Siva at the shrine Mayan had built for Him. 

“The events leading to the vanquishment of Surapathuma, with: 
the moral significance of the expiation of Sin are yearly celebrated 
by festivals and feasts in Tamil land in the month of Aippasi 
(Oetober-November) ending on Skanda Shashti the 6th day of the- 
waxing moon. On such occasions, the Kandapuranam is read and’ 
expounded with solemnity; also at times in private .houses such read¬ 
ings are being deemed efficacious, apart from spiritual benefits, in 
warding off or alleviating disease and danger and bringing good 
fortune.” 

The Sanskrit epic ‘Skanda Parana’ has no existence in a 
collective form. It is said to contatn hundred thousand stanzas.. 
Fragments in shape of Sanhitas, Khandas, Mahatmyas are found in 
various parts of India. The Tamil Skandapurcmam by Kacht^iiappa 
Swami of Kanehi is said to be based on the first six Khandas of the 
Sivarahasya khanda, the first of twelve sections of the Sankara. 
Mahatmya of the Sanskrit epic. 
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gopuram of nine floors, built on the extremity of the sand 
stone cliff are a land mark, and visible at sea for twelve 
miles around, looking as has been said like a brig in full sail. 

Tiruchendur means a sacred and prosperous town of 
Victory. Formerly the capital of the Panchamahal taluk till 
1860, the place has been known variously as Tiru-checr- 
alaivai, Tiruch-chendhil and Tiruch-cliendilopr in the Tamil 
classics ; Cheyandhipuram and Sindhupuram in Sanskrit 
texts, Tiri-bhuvana-madhevi Chadurvedhi-mangalant in the 
later Pandya Inscriptions, and Tiruchendur from the 16th 
century as popularly mentioned by Saint Arunagiri in 
Tirup-pugazh. It is now the headquarters of a newly formed 
taluk of the name from 1911*. As a flourishing pilgrim 
centre, it was connected in 1923 by a branch line of the South 
Indian Railway, 38 miles south-east of Tirunelveli, the 
southern most extremity of the district and 443 miles from 
Madras. The line terminates at Tiruchendur on the out¬ 
skirts of the town. Tiruchendur is a major Panchayat Union 
from the year 1884. Its present population is said to be 
about 15,500 and 12,221 as per census of 1941. It is the 
seat of a Tahsildar, a Sub-Magistrate and a Sub-Registrar, 
with a Police Station, a Local Fund Dispensary and a District 
Board High School. A small District Board' Travellers’ 
Bungalow, near enough to the temple, and facing the sea- 
beach is well located. A number of Chatrams or rest-houses 
are maintained individually by nearly all the different com¬ 
munities of the Hindu-fold for their respective convenience ; 
three larger ones by the Nagarathars of Chettinad, and six 
matams by the Tiruvavaduthurai Mutt. 

The sea coast of the district, about 85 miles in length 
extends along the gulf of Mannar. Rolling dunes of white 
sea-sand are thrown up at many points along this coast by 
the continued action of the surf and the prevailing South-West 
wind. And this is most marked at Manapad point and up to 

‘When the English first came into possession of Tinnevellv, the 
District was divided into 19 jaluks, later reduced to eleven and now 
of the eight taluks of Tenkasi, Tirunelvely, Ambasamudhram, Nangu- 
ijeri, Tiruchendur, Srivaikuntam, Koilpatti and Sankaranainar Koil 
dating from the year 1910, when the newly formed Collectorate of 
Ramnad absorbed the two northern taluks of Sattur and Srivilli- 
puttur. 
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Tinichendur where the coast comes under the influence of 
both the monsoons. The country around is one of sharp 
contrasts ranging between rich rice-fields and wildernesses of 
sand yielding little besides forests of palmyrahs, acacias and 
scrub jungle. The rain fall for a long series of years is 
below the average for the district. Notwithstanding, Tiru- 
chendur enjoys sea-breeze almost the whole year round, and 
affords during the hot months of April and Maya delightful 
holiday resort. 

Mantalai,' two miles to the South, is a Bharathava centre 
and is included in the major union of Tiruchendur. It has a 
large Christian Church and the inhabitants are almost 
Christians. Veerapandianpattinam, i! another Christian centre 
to the north-east of Tiruchendur with also a considerably 
large church. The place is a Railway station, and inhabitants 
well-housed being mostly traders with Ceylon. The popula¬ 
tion of both these villages were till recently ardent votaries 
of the Lord of Tiruchendur and even now are attracted to it 
on festival occasions. They are Roman Catholics now per¬ 
suaded into the faith by political and economic causes and 
converted by the Portuguese church. 

Eight miles towards the south of Tiruchendur is Kula- 
sekharanpattinam, an old-time sea-port with modern ware¬ 
houses owned in its time by the three crow-ned heads of the 
South: the Pandya, the Chera and the Chola. Two miles be¬ 
yond is Manapad, an early Barathava Christian (Barathavas 
—the fisherman caste) centre with a modem light-house, a 
number of Churches and a High School. Punnai Kayal is 
another small fishing village where the river ssstfurQuir^Sssr 
colloq uially called Tambraparani* enters the sea. Korkai is 

*The Tambraparani the chief river of the district from its source 
in the Peria Pothigai hill of the Western Ghats to its mouth in the 
gulf of Mannar is 75 miles long and drains an area of about 1,750 
square miles. The river is one of ancient fame. The Tambraparani 
is referred to in the Mahabharatha ; and again, in the Ramayava. 
Sugriva addressing his monkey corps says :—“ By the leave of the 
high souled Agastya ye will cross the great river—Tambraparani, 
abounding in Alligators. Like a maid with her lover, she with her 
waters and islets concealed beneath beautiful sandal trees, bathes in 
the sea. Proceeding thence ye shall see the grand golden gates on 
flie walls of the capital of the Pandyas.” The great Btddhfst 
Emperor Asoka relates on his inscription at Girnar that he planted 
the pillar of Victory in (the) Tambapanni. 
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another historic port of the Pandya'times and besides there 
are ‘many other places of archaeological and antiquarian 
interest. 

The district* had passed through varying vicissitudes 
of fortune in the hands of the Cheras for a brief spg„ce, a 
long line of the earlier and later Pandyas as rulers, or, as 
intimately associated with its history till the 17th century ; 
its successive rulers, the Nawabs, the Poligars, and passed 
into the hands of the East India Company in 1790, the year 
of the “assumption” from the Nawab, and finally on 31st 
July 1801, when the first Collector of the District Mr. S. R. 
Lushington moved from Ramnad Poligar Peishkush to Tiru- 
nel-veli. 

The Temple Environs : 

The ancient temple of Subrahmanyaswami is situate 
about a mile from the Railway station, half of which distance 
is covered by the Panchavat Board road, and three more 
furlongs by a temporarily covered highway paved long ago 
with granite blocks by a Sanyasin. This portion of the 
road is much rickety owing to subsidence of the stones, and, 
the pedestrian has to pick his way carefully with a humble 
heart and bowed head not to hurt himself. The road is 
decidedly tabooed for wheeled traffic, and consequently the 
left marginal portion of which is used. Both the sides of 
the highway are lined with shops, Coffee-houses, and 
chatrams owned by the several communities. Two covered 
stone mantapas one of 48 pillars of the Mudaliars, and of 
sixteen of the Reddiars afford a covering on the way (see 
illustration) till the Agastyar temple, and next the Thoondu- 
kai-Vinayakar shrine is reached. 

% The worshipper now pays obeisance to the Thoondu-kai- 
Vinayaka and offers his vow of a number of cocoanuts break¬ 
ing them in the frontal enclosure intended for it. The road 
from here is sandy to the main temple environs. The 
mantapas to the right aqd left of the Vinayakar shrine are 
those of Pillayyan’s and Karkaththars and of the Tiru- 
•vavaduthurai Mutt. The historical associations of the 


Vide appendix for a brief Political History of the country. 
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Vadamalaiyappa Pillaiyyan’s Mantapa are interesting. (See 
infra pp. 19 ffThe sandy path from now is covered 
over-head by a permanent covered-way, standing on 
cement-concrete pillars. This is a benefaction of the 
Sanyasin Vallinayaka Swami. It extends, to the Shan- 
mukha Vilasam to the east, and' branches off near the 
Devasthanam office towards the giri-prakara to the North 
and the East coming around the main temple, the Meta- 
gopuram and along the sea-border, a distance of about two 
furlongs and, terminating but by a short distance to the 
Shanmukha Vilasa. It is on this route lie the Vasantha 
Mantapa, and the approach to the Mela-gopuram entrance 
and the Kalyana Mantapa. The Vasantha Mantapa is a recent 
noble edifice standing on 120 columns and with a central 
porch. It is here the deities are brought in Masi and Avani 
festivities, and, where they receive their Arathanas before 
they are taken out in procession. The occasional religious 
discourses and musical performances are also held here. 
During the Vasantha festival of ten. days the stone trough 
around the central porch is filled with cool waters and the 
mantapa gaily decorated with ever-greens and plantain trees. 
On the Giri-prakara removed at a distance from the Vasantha 
mantapa stands the Anandha Vilas Mantapam on a raised 
sandy promontory majestically over-looking the gulf of 
Mannar. It is a mantapa of sixteen pillars and worked in 
black-granite, 28% feet long, 2414 feet broad. Shanmukha 
is taken here in all majestic pomp on the eighth day of the 
Masi and the Avani festivals, and the enthusiasm of the 
crowds of worshippers on those occasions knows no bounds. 
The deity is here given an ablution in drums of rose-water, 
and soon after, the procession starts again. The Lord halts 
at the Shanmukha Vilasa on the path as He returns to His 
sanctum within the temple. 

On-the eastern Giri-prakara, another small stone man¬ 
tapa, 9 l h feet square, and standing on four pillars on a spot 
overlooking the Vathanarambha-theertha on the eastern sea- 
border has to be mentioned. Here’the communities who till 
recently could not enter into the portals of the temple gave, 
their offerings of* fruits and cocoanuts and had a darsan of 
the Lord through an aperture 9” by 4^” in the temple 
8 
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compound wall of 4’ 9” thickness. The sacred precincts of 
this temple have since been thrown open to the Hindu Hari- 
jans, and all the other Hindu communities, on the 14th of 
November of the year of grace 1946, for entry and worship 
therein like all others of the Hindu fold. 

Proceeding to the temple from the office environs, the 
path-way to a short distance is cement-concreted, and partly 
paved with stones. A shop to its right provides all the 
temple requisites ; and a refreshment stall to its east provides 
the worshipper the salient needs of the inner-man. The next 
on the path-way is the Gounder Matam. And, a few yards 
off are the Devasthanam Vasana-rooms, eleven in number for 
the lodging of the worshippers vowed to stay in fervent 
prayers for a particular number of days.* The Devasthanam 
water-pandal is adjacent, where drinking water is provided 
free. And, next to it is located the Saraszmthi-Pandaram ; 
the Treasure House of Sarasiuathi _the Goddess of Learn¬ 

ing. It is the devastanam public library and Reading-room. 

A few steps off, is the Shanmukha Vilasa, the frontal 
adjunct to the main temple. It is a magnificent mantapa 
worked minutely of intricate stone plinths and columns, 120 
feet long, 86 feet broad and supported by 124 columns. It 
runs north to south facing the sea. A colossal porch at the 
centre is 48 feet square. It houses an 'ornate mantapa of 
four pillars, on a fifteen feet square base and which is 
elevated by three feet. Shanmukha is received here on the 
7th and 8th days of the Masi and Avani festivals, as He is 
taken out of His sanctum, on those two annual occasions and 
when He returns thereto. The mantapa is throughout the 
year used for receiving the offerings of bhaktas in cash or 
in kind. This central mantapa touches the ceiling through its 
elaborately carved and majestic pillars and supports the entire 
Shanmukha Vilasa. A passage from here leads to the main 
portals of the main shrine 68 feet by 16 feet on either side, 
which has also a corridor of 53 feet, covered on either side 
and supported by a line of pillars. 

A modest fee of Four Annas per diem for a room is charged; 
and the votaries vowed to pious and silent worship are provided these 
e.onvenient lodgings. 
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The Temple 

The worshipper now faces the great and noble abode of the 
Lord Subrahmanyam. The outer measurement of the temple 
as is now renovated by the Sanyasins measures 299’-9” North 
to South and 214’ East to West. 

The principal entrance of this great temple faces the 
South, and opens into the first temple prakara. It is the 
Sivili Mantapa. It is a series of four long corridors running 
round the still inner second prakara flanked on either side 
with the familiar rows of columns of yalis. The Sivili 
mantapa produces a fine effect of symmetry and grandeur. 
This prakara 292’-6” North to South and 190’ East to West 
branches off both-ways to the west and the east of this great 
portal. The western portion has a number of rooms wherein 
are lodged a few.vahanams, and in another portion is stocked 
the temple Stores. On the opposite row is the shrine of 
Dakshinamurthi. As the corner is reached there is a mantapa 
where the processional deities are given the festival alankara 
before starting out and when they return thereto after the 
processions. Here is also conducted the annual Thiruk- 
kalyanam for Valli on the Panguni-Uttharam day. 

Next in order, in the pillared corridor, is a sanctum with 
a large monolithic figure of Subrahmanya seated on a pea¬ 
cock and engaged in war with the asuras. It is followed by 
another representation in stucco of Surapathuma himself. 
He is seen pierced through by the Vel. A fierce chanticleer 
is seen flying above. The frightful mango tree into which 
he transformed is broken in twain, and Subrahmanyam him¬ 
self is seen seated on the Peacock. The whole is of beautiful 
imagery and workmanship and highly realistic. Siva 
Linghas follow then at intervals, Saint Arunagiriar coming 
as the last of the series. It is significant that the figure of 
the author of Thiruppugazh is given a sanctum and almost 
canonised here in this famous shrine. At the centre of this 

prakara, there is the western portal_the Mela-gopura-vasal 

of the temple. It is on a higher level reached by a flight of 
27 steps from within. On the outer side of this door-way is 
the principal western Gopuram of the temple. Facing .this, 
door-way on the prakara is a shrine to the colossal Mela- 
Vasal-Vinayagar, He is known also as Muk-kurinip-Pillaiyar. 

10 



The Vishnu Shrine 

As the corner is reached, there is on the northern 
prakara, the Vishnu shrine of Venkatesa. Shrines to Vishnu 
within ancient Saivite temples are commonly to be met with 
in the south of India, as in Chidambaram, Rameswaram, 
Perur, Tiruchengode, Sikkil and other places. This Vishnu 
shrine is hollowed out of the rock itself, as a portion of the 
red-sand stone is still to be seen jutting out within and on 
the outer-side. Venkatesa Perumal is seen in a standing 
posture and facing the East. Adjacent to and within a 
carved grotto is Gaja-Lakshmi, and immediately next is 
another with Palli-konda Ranganatha in a recumbent posture. 
Sri Devi, Bhudevi and Nizha-devi are at His sides, Brahma 
appears on a lotus from his navel. The statuesque figures of 
the twelve Vaishnavite Azhvars are installed in this over¬ 
crowded-shrine. Vaishnavite archakas are in service, and, 
poojas are conducted here four times in the day. The outer 
walls of the shrine have recently been beautified with writings 
of select hymns from the Nalayira-prabhandhas. 

At the middle of this prakara, a door-way opens into a 
compound wherein there is a step-well for the Potris to 
bathe-in, and another for others to draw water from. The 
prakara continues on with pillared corridors, from where-in 
the Devasthanam Viniyoga prasadams’ of cooked rice are 
distributed to the service holders. These balls of rice allot¬ 
ments are in lieu of cash salaries for service, and the excess . 
of what they consume are sold to pilgrims. And a little 
beyond, the northern outer door-way is reached at the corner. 
This is an access to the sea-beach and the giri prakara outside 
the main temple walls. And from within, at the centre of 
the eastern prakara, and facing the second gopura entrance 
into the inner mahamantapa, there is a copper plated dwctja- 
stamb'ha. At the extreme corner of this prakara, are installed 
in a row the five stone inscriptions of this temple [vide 
infra p. 17.] A little farther beyond as the corner is turned 
to the west the principal entrance is reached. A second great 

portal_gives access into the second prakara, 237’ north to 

south and 130’ east to west. 
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To the left of the inner entrance is a shrine to Kumara 
Vitankar and his consorts Valli and Teivayanai, the proces¬ 
sional deities of Shanmukha. The pillared corridor to the 
left, at a distance contains a long row of the sixty-three 
saivite Nayanmars, one of Saint Manickavachaka and of the 
nine Thokai-adiyargal* {Qpirem* s ^iq-iuiriT&srr.) The three 
columns opposite are embellished with the life-size figure^ of 
Mouna Swami, Kasi Swami and Desikamurthi Swami, the 
authors of the temple Tiruppani. Valli Amman's distinct 
shrine with a Vimana stands opposite. The walls within are 
set with modern art panels, and the sacred couch within the 
palli-arai is beautifully equipped with a golden swing and 
fitted with electric lights. There is in a line on the opposite 
extremity of the wing, another distinct shrine with a Yimana 
for Teivayanai. 

As the worshipper turns on the northern wing of the 
prakara there is a shrine to Chandeszvara as in a Siva Temple, 
and further on the opposite row there are sanctums for 
Nataraja, Sani-Eswara and Bhairava in a row. The Nataraja 
figure is fairly of a large size with the Goddess Sivakami at 
his right, and the mother of Ivarikal as she enjoys the dance 
in their presence. 

The eastern wing is now reached, and in the middle of it 
there is a second Dwaja-stambha encased in gold. It figures 
in religious rituals on special occasions like Kumbabisheka. 
The madaippalli or the temple kitchen then follows. As the 
corner is turned and proceeded' on the circuit the south¬ 
eastern side is completed. 

The great central portal gives now the entrance to this 
innermost sacred precincts. The worshipper now faces 

opposite the distinct shrine of Shanmukha and his consorts_. 

Valli and Teivayanai. They are seen in a< standing posture 
and the sanctum faces the south and the main temple portals. 
The bronzes of the deities are of panchaloka. This is a 
distinct temple with a Vimana, and having its full comple¬ 
ments of frontal mantapas and sepavated from the principal 
shrine of Subrahmanyam. Shanmukha with his consorts 

* Referred to by Saint Sundarar in his “Thirllthonda-thogai' , — 
Stanza. ‘ 
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have possibly been introduced at some remote time to figure 
in the annual Skanda Sashti celebrations* ; as he used to 
have a distinct identity. This shrine is possibly, a later addi¬ 
tion to the original sanctums. An open corridor runs around 
this shrine. This structure is now renovated throughout 
afresh in polished black-granite replacing the old construc¬ 
tions in white stones. As Shanmukha faces from afar the 
worshipper as he enters the great portals of the temple. He 
could be worshipped from the magnificent Shanmukha Vilasa 
itself. 

Tiruchendur is even more intensively associated with 
the Shanmukha’s sanctum. Shanmukha is the Bhaktas’ 
Idol, the cynosure of all eyes and the chief attraction of the 
commonality. His festive processions for Mandagappadi 
kattalais on the 7th and 8th days of the Masi Brahmotsavams 
also in the Avani festival are the most crowded, the most 
impressive, and the most sought after for a pilgrimage to 
Tiruchendur. The programme of the deity from about 
4 a.m. in the early hours of the day, when he leaves his 
sanctum in the temple and until his return to it late the next 
night is a most crowded one. 

THE SANCTUM OF SUBRAHMANYAM 

The principal sanctum of this great temple is that of 
Subrahmanyam, the Lord of Sendhil. His is a lithic figure 
and seen in a standing posture. He faces the East. Near 
to his left is the Sivalinga Jagannatha, who receives 
the daily poojas along with the principal deity of Subrah¬ 
manyam. Possibly this is the Sivalinga worshipped by 
Subrahmanyam, as the original nucleus of the temple was 
constructed by Mayan. How this original shrine has been 

actually carved out of the living Kandamadana parvatha_ 

has been referred to. Portions of the original cliff are still 
to be seen as left as far as possible to form the circuit walls, 
and pillars, and the reinforcements of stone to support the 
stone superstructure of this sanctum sanctorum. The 
Pambarai, is a further vestige of it. It is a maze like circum- 

* *At present Sendhil Nayakar with his consorts officiate in this 
annual festivities, and the lance of Shanmukha is taken from him for 
the vanquishment of the Asura. 
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ambular corridor that runs round the sanctum sanctorum. 
At the extreme end of it are to be found five Sivalingas in 
a group. These are not in worship now. 

The principal sanctum has all the full complement of 
mantapas. The arthamantapa is guarded by Virabahu to the 
left, and Vira-mahendra to the right of the entrance. The 
Gana-Navaka, Ganesa and Parvathi, the divine Mother are 
installed in this mantapa to the left. Potris officiate at this 
principal shrine, and, thrice in the day abishekhas are per¬ 
formed to Subrahmanyam. 

To the left of the principal sanctum, towards the North 
is a shrine to Senthil-Nayakar and his consorts. They are 
the processional deities of the principal Subrahmanyam and 
officiate on all festival processions. An interior apartment 

to the right of this shrine is the Karuvoolam _the temple- 

treasury wherein are in safe custody the temple jewels. To 
the right of Shanmukha’s shrine, there is another wherein 
are installed the festive processional bronzes of Nataraja, the 
Samayacharyas: Tirugnanasambandar, Appar, Sundarar and 

Manickavachakar and, of Saint Cheraman Perumal_the 

Chera King. There is yet another, the processional deity 
^j&oajinLi estip QcjQr)LDtr6Tr but without the usual consorts. 
He is taken out in procession but once in the year on the 
Siruthonda Nayanar 'day celebrations. 

The Shanmukha Vilasa is verily the Skanda-Lokha of 
Tiruchendur. Here, the worshippers flock in from dewy 
morn to very late in the nights, spending a most happy time. 
The scenic, natural splendours, and the sanctified presence of 
Shanmukha facing them give their ecstatic realisatipns. The 
writing of devotional hymns on the lintel pieces of the 
Shanmukha Vilasa mantapa and on the temple walls from 
Arunagiriar and other saints have evoked an universal 
interest in those sacred texts. Devotees refresh their 
memories of them, and, it is a pleasurable sight to see many 
a hymn learnt by heart by them for use at their devotions. 

Facing the sea, and immediately opposite to the Shan¬ 
mukha Vilasa, the Tiruvavaduthurai mutt is engaged in 
constructing afresh the Skanda-sashti Mantapa which form¬ 
erly stood at the spot. It was dismantled about forty years 
14 



ago, as being in disrepairs. The present Adhina-kartha, His 
Holiness Sri la Sri Ambalavana Desika Swamigal is much 
to be felicitated, for bestowing his kindly thought on this 
benefaction and in ordering its renovation. 

The Saraswathi Pandaram or the Devasthanam Library 
and free Reading Room is an institution which has grown 
within the recent years. The value of a Public Library and 
Reading Room as an adjunct to any temple could not be over¬ 
estimated. The Chola and Pandya temples of antiquity had 
always attached tb them a good library of sacred and philoso¬ 
phic literature, and halls where religious discourses were held. 
The Vedas and agamas were besides expounded there by 
scholars. The present habitation of the Library has been 
secured after renovating a spacious old room used formerly 
for the storage of split-fuel. What was available out of a 
personal collection of books by Arumukha Swamin for his 
studies formed the nucleus of this library. After his demise, 
these books were made available to worshippers at the 
Shanmukha Vilasa. They are now given a separate and 
permanent habitation. It has recently been augmented by a 
collection of books of classical, historical, religious and 
archaeological interest, out of an annual budgeted allotment 
from the Devastanam funds for its maintenance. A gift of 
an almirah and books of the value of Rs.. 300 and also a full 
size portrait of His Holiness the present Adhena-karta of 
Thiruvavaduthurai mutt w'hich the Library now adorns are 
recent welcome additions from His Holiness. (Vide Author’s 
4 A Plan for Tiruchendur’). 

The Temple Mela-gopuram, a massive structure of nine 
storeys is a striking land-mark for many miles around both 
by land and sea.. It is about 137 feet high above yali-mattam, 
over a ground-floor, 90 feet long, North to South and 65^ 
feet broad East to West. The finials stoopis, at the top 
are nine in number in consonance with the number of storeys 
as a general rule with such temples. They are of plaster 
and stucco, 7 feet 6 inches in height ; and placed over a 
pedestal base 5 feet wide and 45 feet long. The location of 
‘this'principal gopuram on the western side of the temple 
instead of on to the East as is usual to mark the entrance of 
any temple of importance, is possibly to wisely take advant- 
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age of the hardened sand-stone-rocks and the cliffs near-by 
to place its large foundations. 

The gopura is said to have been constructed about 300 
years ago by Desikamurthi Swami, an Odukkath-Thambiran 
of the then Maha-sannithanam of Tiruvavaduthurai mutt. 
He is said to have received his call for the purpose from his 
place in the mutt, the Lord having communicated His desire 
both to the Maha-sannidhanam and the Thambiran in a 
dream. The latter had no funds for such a huge task 
entrusted into his hands ; but had appraised him of the 
solution. He undertook it. It is said the labour paid for 
by the Swami was in the shape of pinches of sacred ashes 
placed in the hands of workmen after each day’s 
work, with instructions to open near the Thoondu-kai-Vina- 
yakar Koil. And, those pinches of sacred viboothi were 
converted into cash enough to recompense their individual 
exertion, actually performed during the course of the day ! 

It is remarkable that from the sixth storey upwards to 
the ninth, the plaster on the walls have kept remarkably on, 
and they are beautified with fresco paintings ! The scenes 
depicted are from the life of Saint Manikavachaka, with 
labels in Tamil for example : r/r (5*4-a) ^i(§u 

uemfl i6t-&&jDgj]: tbir6&sfiShrcjir 

i sssr Qat$ QarQaQpgi, etc., and those of the Pandya 
£&rp@ir QiB^Lurpssr and his times and also scenes from 
JStTfjQiEGvGskieS qjrrsssrth and many others. A good many 
of them are obliterated with age, dust and white-wash. As 
illustrating, the contemporaneous state of society they are 
well worth a study. 

On the ninth storey is fixed a huge bell &tj © remans 
uxnvfl placed under the orders of one Mr. Eden (possibly the 
Collector of Tinnevelly from 1832-1839). The clock 
formerly struck the hour of the day with a mechanism, now 
in disrepair. The inscription in Tamil found on the bell 
relates this to be a gift of ^TFjULj'sifvfisQ&rrjr&star 
There is a tradition that when this clock struck at mid-day, c 
the call was taken-up by a series of bell-fries on mantapas, 
said to have been built by the Panjalamkurichi family, at 
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regular intervals between Tiruchendur and Ottapidaram. In 
all of them drummers were stationed, to communicate along 
the route and as far as the residence of Kattabomma Nayak- 
kan the Poligar [some-what after the style of the signals 
which conveyed across the Aegean the news of the fell of 
Troy] the actual performance of pooja in this temple. At 
this signal, Kattabomma turned his thoughts to prayer 
before he took his daily meal. A square Mantapa in front 
of the Pillaiyar temple at Palaya-Kayal, one of such a series 

_is said to have been built by this family. Similar Mantapas 

exist at Mukkani and Arumuganeri. The following lines are 
found inscribed on the bell. Qurfhu 9-lo pi—tq-ek 

Q us <sti 6U tr & 6$ <sd ai-Ly u?qjj&Qp Quifitu msK^aSl^ierrerr 
<oT(Lg'&<£&err .*— * 

“1015 tQairif) 14<a_ (ffj&Q& r girt 

&LJL9jL£>6mfhu&r6XJ!TLB Q&tTuSsV Q ST Lj M $5 f£(o UIT 

Qp aiL 9 _a>iTrr [f>rri|?6S)3> loscgP #/rgg j/rg? (a^eijt—ir ^j&nj ^jeuir 

*6TT fL.p$aek]uuu)-& { & > jnrsi jtr&u^ pir&eo (Lpp&ipprremL-cxj 
imu Gt-giutlQiliitit dilerr&rriLiewraerr airedpear qjjuue wfi eQ&rr 
jtSsjp?<£f <3r[5pjreQiE]&p jSuuSjriresr Qppw^pcrifl «*0(?ay&v> asms 
(& } LJi9Gtr%siTLnffiT LAeafKo ldsvvJ 3$ (Lppsmpiurr ^eurrasrr <£<sop<£irtr 
Q&tueSfSp#! jrfr& jp/,. suit. (Lp&a;iru9tirr ir^sar. 

Q SU G$lLjbu9'£$m^l$5lSdT” 

The Temple Inscriptions :— 

There are four lithic inscriptions • of the Pandya times 
collected together and planted now in a line in the south¬ 
eastern corner of the first circuit of the temple. Two of 
them belong to Pandya Varaguna Maran of about 875 A.C.; 
the third of Pandya Mara Varman of about 1282 A.C. ; and 
the 4th of Vikrama Pandya Deva. The inscriptions of 
Varaguna speaks of his grant of 1,400 gold Kasus or coins 
to the temple, and the injunction that this sum should be 
invested as a permanent loan among village assemblies, so 
that the interest therefrom might be spent on this temple. 

There is a mention of a shrine to Nakkira Deva, which 
speaks highly of the literary advancement of the period, 
when famous poets were deified and worshipped. Nakkirar 
was the President of the third Tamil academy of poets at 
Madura and also the author of * Tiru-murug-arruppadai ’ th$ 
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first of the Ten Idylls, known as ‘ Pathuppattu * ; also other 
works of high literary merit. The descriptive contents of 
the inscriptions under reference are given below.* The fifth 
inscription pertains to the local town temple.__ 

*No. 26 of 1912—(Vatfceluttu) on two slabs set up in the Subrah- 
manya temple. A record in the 13th year of the Pandya king 
Varaguna Maraya. The inscription was partially copied in 1903. 
Registers that the king who was a devotee of Subrahmania Bahtara 
provided 1,400 gold coins (Kasus) for the requirements of the temple 
throughout the twelve months of the year. The money was distributed 
amongst the sixteen villages which were required only to pay interest 
at two kalanls of paddy per year on each kasu borrowed, without 
disturbing the principal (Note the rate of interest.) 

No. 27 of 1912—(Tamil) on a stone pillar set up in the same 
place. A record in the 13th year of the Pandya king Maravarman 
alias Thirubuvanachakravarti Konermaikondan. Vikrama Pandya 
Deva. Records gift’of two mass of land at Mankalakkurichi in 
Tiruvaladivalanadu to a Brahmana of Parakrama Pandya Chatur¬ 
vedimangalam in Karungudinadu. (The king may be identical with 
him who came to the throne in A.D. 1282 and was the • conqueror of 
Viraganda Gopala and Ganapati. Mr. Krishna Sastri, however, 
believes that he was perhaps a contemporary of Arikesari Parakrama, 
founder of the Tenkasi temple, as Kaliyugaraman was). 

No. 28 of 1912—r(Tamil) on the same pillar. Records in Kollam 
Era 621, sale of land mentioned in No. 27 to Nakkiradeva Nayanar 
m the temple of Subrahmania Pillaiyar at Tiruchendil for 630 Kali¬ 
yugaraman panam .(named after Vira Pandya, the contemporary of 
Arikesari parakrama). It is stated that this land which was at 
Mangalakuriehi alias Perunkarnunai Chaturvedimangalam was origi¬ 
nally granted to the Brahmana Atthigirinatha Bhattar and two others 
of Parakrama Pandya Chaturvedimangalam by Ranarangarama 
Perumal alias Vikrama Pandya Deva. The dedication of a shrine to 
^oatn™ Sh ° WS the importance atta <*ed to in the age to literary 


q 9 °k ( Vattelut tn)—On a slab set up in the second 
piakaia of the Subrahmania temple. A record in the 13th year of 
Varaguna Marayaharaja II. Records, gifts of money. The object 
° f J* e m/cnptions is thus stated : in order to meet the annual require- 
ments of the temple of Subrahmania-Bhatra, which was the deitv in 

223 * Ssrs 

madevi-chaturvedilmangalam. ” m WaS a ' S0 cal,ed Tn bhuvana- 
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A familiar local tradition^ runs to the effect that about 
1648 A.D. a race of sea-faring men, identified later as the 
Dutch descended on the place and carried away the idol of 
Shanmukha, the Arumuga Nainar, thinking that it was made 
of gold. Either their attempt at melting it proved futile, or 
that the sea grew boisterous, and rocked the ship on sides to 
destruction, so the sailors threw the idol into the sea. 

The loss of the idol was found and duly communicated 
to Kavai Vadamalaiyappa Pillaiyyan,* the local renter of the 
Nayakkan ruler at Tirunelveli. A great devotee that he was, 
Pillaiyyan was sorely affected and knew not what to do. 
He ordered for a similar idol to be made in panchaloka. As 
the duplicate one was ready, and was on its way to Tiru- 
chendur to be installed, Vadamalaiappa had a dream. Acting 
on the advice conveyed to him by the God, he put out .to sea, 
and following the instructions that the idol was to be found 
at the spot whereon a lime fruit would be found floating, and 
the place marked by the circling overhead of a Vishnu kite, 
recovered the original idol and reinstalled it in the temple in 
the year 1653. The duplicate idol was then consecrated in; 
the shrine of Tiruppirantheesvarar alias Venku Patcha Kovil 
situate east of Palamcottah. Vadamalaiappa was greatly 
struck by the Lord’s grace in giving him this great relief, in 
memory of which he erected a Mantapa at* Tiruchendur in his 

See Appendix—An historical incident and afler! 

*Vide Sen Tamil : May and June 1938—Vol. XXXV 7. See 
“Kalaimagai” 1939 XVI p. 412 ff. Prof. K. A. Nilakanta Sastri. 

^0Ut)2oC 15TUJ<K<3S<3 tin sV>GjTTUlS!uj0li). 

M. Rennel, the French author of a Description, Historical and 
Geographical, of India, published in Berlin, 1785, gives a picture of 
the temple, which, he says he got from a soldier in the service of the 
Dutch Company; he relates an incident which offers a reasonable 
explanation of the Tiruchendur tradition. “ In a descent made by 
the Dutch on the Coast in 1648,” he says, “ the Dutch halted in the 
temple and on leaving did their best to destroy it by fire and by a 
heavy bombardment. But they only partially succeeded and the 
tower defied all their efforts.” Possibly the capture of the idol was 
one of their achievements. 

As a matter of fact M. Rennel calls the place Tutueurin, but 
from the picture and an accompanying sketch-map it is clear that 
Tiruchendur was meant. We know that about the period in question 
the Dutch were incessantly at war with the Portuguese on the coast. 
—Tinnevelly District Gazetteer, p. 507. 
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name and endowed it largely for the performance of a 
Kattalai for Subrahmaniam on the 7th days of Masi and 
Avani festivals. An inscription at the Mantapa relates the 
incidents referred to. Among many others, Kirthanas 
( 2 $ 6 S)&UL-rrLL ®—composed by Venri-malaik-Kavirayar, are 
sung at this Mantapa* at the time when Shanmukha is 
brought here for Ubaya Mandagappadi on the 7th day of the 
Masi festival. The poem relates the incidents and their 
rejoicings at the Lord being got back again. “ Vadamalai 
Venba” is another poetic panegyric on Kavai Vadamalaiappa 
Pillaiyyan—and the incident is referred to_ 

^£l0<FQ<F^ ( §Tiraiai«OLjjT«nrii> 

Gisiidr ftfiDT&ci *^jtu ijiiii cfcofr urtp.uijji 


<£t<£ <5«>ru3 — — ud i, 3 Quiicts>i ; ‘ 5I — <9f?d& ,t sir ii> 

usbsosSl 

GftuGuf(Lg&] Gpevd Gjr^GpQ^edsstGpsoGeCr 


Q&uGlj ssyiibU jGsst(L pcki) euciraifi lj ia&rsndjr 
<* a) eff lj u9 pp 0 Q & i gir fi esfi & 


Q&mVaiGir 

(^)u> 


^jcwr/Bia&sir 

gt sssTjfflprrpjfilp Gprsnuipru^nemG sS u 

6U(Tfjl—l6 Gnp l£> T p p p Si) G6XJT JPS®} //$ (Jf)LJ pgfj {tpsSTQtptB 

GpiuBifis*—zsVrtQsu erred surrpfitrt Ljvkrstnfiiu^(2*^ 
@jr(2iijrpgi3ei) Lfesr/ryerp ^p^rsv ,_rn^p^si> 
idpissrp^^ eSesnesnevrQLjTpjp ifi iijd ir gt ll(2iut& p £2 s* 

GweirQ-in^u^G^G^rrss^ g ssi&snruqssrr i_t&(2su —(^)u)- 
&g $ jetfististir p «wr ssrih(2 lj rsti a /ih g^^suGg jS uQstieOr 

eneviu&ih (2 lj r sy ih pqTjsy<s5)i—uj gS g £2 j ssFetistiT p 
^sani^ib Lj{fiC>LjrjpJu>—pit sCp£2p ^(n^utu rssntsf.^ 
n soil u9sir GT(Lg£2*nr r&jsvjr^r g 

G&ipIssT&TGUsn mffii^i^LjTSTLbk (2p&pg2 jpsirCtcn ir/r 

G*ib ygr Ljscp^^rt l^u}. 

&ssbt& ssm_ LjiSfir (2t-jrsiiUt_jtB&ujih Q-rtEJ&62rr aaarL.6Ur _ 

GrjppGpjT pruj'LpamvstkL- (^ifeQsmuJuGLjTsSfspp 
t£(2j(Lfj6i)9(Lpih LjTpu>s*r(2Ljrpj8 » 

& jt i p j sir ssr—siijikiasn Q& r®&r& ) Lc G &r sir soft ?si) 
QsustGa &oin Of* (?«ra'T«.vr iaiSso surssn'Sj erriS (g)u), 
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GovpGuj^nh frjrjpj ssstGu.t^ld 

pemssiL _ &<o$u uevsR ^esssti — t i£>ss)j^^r^ih 

Gpjrjip Q^ssrsjPu^ib &6&srrLpas G t sai sullj ll 
^SSStGuT p (9)S8i ip % 9 tr &] LL 

GutQ i jy G> a/ G> a) m gn Q&itn&n gt/iej &ghtl_s$tu t 

GuT p JS)i (ipQlj&Gir lLTl£>T6i> LbQtjTsGjT 
panu—2si) (&j(Lgib Q&(igtkpiA ip& 

Girensu aii—LcPsihULJussr G pr(Lg$L- (® lj ) 

Another incident in regard to this mandagappadi is of 
particular interest. As this annual festival was continued 
.for years, Kattabomma Nayakkan, the powerful poligar of 
Panjalamkurichi also a great devotee of the lord of Tiruchen- 
■dur built another mantapa here, and made arrangements to 
take the lord directly to his mantapa on the 7th day instead 
of as usual into the Pillayyan’s Mantapa. Vadamalaiappa 
Pillayyan, knowing the power of the Poligar dared not go 
against his wishes. All arrangements were made and the 
Lord’s procession was started from the temple. But to the 
surprise of all, a cyclonic wind started all of a sudden and 
the bearers of the palanquin were tossed from place to place 
by the wind and shower of sand. When at last they rested 
with the passing of the cyclone they and the God found 
themselves in Pillayyan’s Mantapa! Kattabomma came to his 
senses and blamed his own indiscreetness. He called for 
Pillayyan and offered his respects to him as a true bhakta. 
The event is perpetuated in verse by a poet of 150 years ago. 
A couple of his verses are given below :— 

41 Shit— t Gut piu G9i sti t ssnsf- fBzmih inpsurs 
alLi—U Gut thiLeir uirGjtj&rstiiDtriEi <sr ljG urair 

LbL-ty-rtT £6 Jpi(Lp&%S8T p <£ 3S1 LC 6SST L-U £ r Q ffl) 

Jj) L./_£*>.T<* Q&T®aU (LptSZ) SWT !§ SotfT IE £ 6ST GffluuTd) ” 

<l (/ jjsyt t en 

GLbei] l£! sir ll ss) ip Gut re <$S3T eQmUu 

G psuG psu sspih euL—Ui2s}£iuuugs)r G&uup 

QeyoOroj Lt &33T l — u(Lp»srGuTedGeu q^iw^Trir ” 
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The Stala Purana and Temple Literature 

The Stala-purana of the temple by Venrimalai Kavirayar 
is an extensive Tamil poem of ten adhyayas and 898 viruttas. 
It is said to be a translation of an earlier Sanskrit Purana on 
this place. The Kavirayar belonged to the Mukkhani ccfm- 
munity; and lived perhaps in the 18th century. 

Thiruchendur figures as the second of the six favourite 
abodes of Muruga as described by Nakkirar in Tirumurug- 
arrupp'adai* a classic of the 3rd century A.D. The poem is 
of great devotional and literary merit and sung by devotees 
in their daily devotions. A portion of the poem referring to 
Tiruchendur, and its translation is given in the appendix. 

Saint Arunagiri’s 84 extant stanzas of Tirnppugazh are 
sung in praise of Tiruchendur. This staunch bhakta of 
Muruga lived in the 17th century, and it is possible he had 
worshipped his favourite Lord at this His famous shrine and 
poured out his passionate lyrics of praise. The references to 
Sendhil in his versesf reveal his attachment, and the grace 
he forecasts to those who sincerely believe in Him. 

“ ^0ue/ds^£) t-iUf-iTjjUbsu t Riba&i jfiisurQsi> 

^ssrpssr ,j>/06rrx(p so 99 

Another classic of the 17th century in praise of the Lord 
of Tiruchendur is Kandhar Kali-venba by Kumara-guru-para- 
swamigal, a Saiva kscetic. The author was born in 1625 
A.D. of a Saiva Vellala family at Srivaikuntam on the north¬ 
ern bank of the Tambaraparani, nineteen miles from Tiru¬ 
chendur. His parents Shanmukha Sikhamani Kavirayar and 
Sivakami Ammaiyar were blessed with Ihis child after a long 
penance to Muruga of Tiruchendur. The boy grew of age, 
and until his fifth year showed no signs of speech. The 
parents were pained at this and resorted to Tiruchendur for 
penance again. Weary of waiting for months and seeing no 
signs of approaching speech, the parents determined to drown 
themselves in the sea along with the child if he would not 

♦For an English translation of this Idyll by the late J. M. NaPa- 
swami Pillai see Light of Truth or the Sifidhanta Deepika and Agamic 
Review—Vol. xii p. 407; xiii p. 14. 

■f M Q<J=J5$&0 II. 1 553T iTJ5 ^ISSDTITJB *) ”-47 

“ aatdl&e ln&mu&wiu Q<xib;Sisv> ”—51 
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speak by a particular day.* The day dawned, and yet there 
were no signs. At last both the parents and the child entered, 
the foamy waves. Deeper and deeper they went from knee 
to neck, and, as they were about to sink with the waves over 
their heads a human form appeared with a flower in his hand 
and asked the child what it was ; when.lo ! the child broke 
out in praise of the Lord with the words of the lines. 

11 yfilDSy Q&tEJ&lLGtiU LJpC*(SpjDjSluJ 
0 piii6U u cj y^LH&npnLjLA . 

This poem, the Qaj&kTLj.r of 244 lines is a de¬ 

lightful piece of the Lord’s praise and the truths of Saiva 
Siddhanta. And, it is considered even now with great pro¬ 
priety that its recitation with warmth and fervour wards off 
many an evil attending on man*. The author is said to have 
flourished during the regime of Tirumalai Nayak the 
celebrated Nayak king of Madura whose regnal years are 
placed between 1623 and 1659 A.D. and of the Emperor 
Akbar at Delhi. He was a disciple of Sri la sri Masilamani 
Desigar at the Dharmapuram Mutt and founded the Kasi 
Mutt and temple at Benares.f Amongst his other literary 
works, Meenakshi Pillai-Tamil, Meenakshi-kurram, Neethi- 
neri-Vilakkam, Madhuraikkalambagam and others are ever 
popular and widely read. (Vide appendix pp. 67.) 

“ Tiruchendur Pillai-Tamil” is another devotional work 
of a conventional type of poetry. The author Pahazhi Kuttar 
uaifl&sfL-ppiT* was born in Sannasigramam of the Sethu 
country in Madura-Ramnad District as a Vaishnavite devotee 
who later on became a Saivite. His suffering from the cruel 

*“ Q<» : j6 3jif3ip'Si(5 surujd5j5 airijiii 

<95j5<5g)ias(3jib i?sirferr£ aitfQrui pvsnpG'&T 

^0U).r^i GfiiDTrusir 6jgiuur«T(K <£«ari| 

*fFor a Biographical account of the author in extenso, one is in 
active preparation by His Holiness Sri la sri Kasivasi Amlnandi 
Thambiran Avl. the present'head of Kasi Mutt, Timppanamlal and of 
Kumaraswami Mutt at Benares. 

A detailed account of the Endowments of His Holiness establish¬ 
ed for a resuscitation of studies on Tamil culture, Saiva Siddhantam, 
Thevara Tirumurai, and for public benefits see Appendix. 
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pangs of colic ceased by the grace of Muruga of Tiruchendur, 
and, he composed this panegyric of verses. This Pillai-Tamil 
is considered as one of the finest of its kind. It is said, 
Muruga to proclaim his worth placed his golden necklace on 
the poet’s neck one night ; and the temple staff on search 
found it on his neck, and seeing that it was a divine act, 
honoured him suitably. 

The Poojas, Abishekas, and Processions. Seven major 
poojas are conducted daily to the deities. (1) Viswaroopam 
at 6-30 a.m. (2) Udayamarthandam at 7-30 a.m. (3-a.) 
Mudal-kalasandhi 10 a.m. (3-b.) Siru-Kalasandhi, and (3-c.) 
Peria-kalasandhi. Commencing from 10 a.m. (4) Utchikalam 
at mid-day 12-30 p.m. These are the morning services. Those 
for the evening are (5) Sayarat.chai at 6-30 p.m. (6) Ardha- 
jaman or Rakkalam at 10 p.m. (7) Ekandham at 11 p.m. 
and (8) Palli-arai or tHe Lord’s rest at 11-30 p.m. 

Worshippers receive here the Lord’s prasadam of sacred 
ashes put into ujsr&fiir leaves known as The 

significance of the peculiar custom followed in almost all the 
saivite temples in the district, has to be connected perhaps to 
the introduction of Potris as the archakas of this foremost 
temple, and who thus perpetuated there aloofness without 
a physical contact with the worshippers. And it may even 
be the ussrafiir leaves have a peculiar sanctity and the 
retention of the magnetic effects of the prasadam. 

Abishegas are conducted to the principal deity, Subrah- 
manyam, thrice during the day and to Shanmukha on every 
Visaka Nakshatra in the month and on the 1st of Chittirai 
and Aippasi months. 

On the last Friday of each Tamil month, Sendhil Nayakar 
with His consorts are taken round the outer giri-prakara of 
the temple in procession on air&sarih as an ubaya 

kattalai by the Nadar community, out of an endowment trust 
fund from Nagercoil. Processions within the inner prak&ras 
are conducted on every monthly Tiru-Karthigai, Visakam, 
Shasti and on the first of every Chittirai and Aippasi months. 
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The Priestly Communities. The worship in the principal 
shrine of Subrahmanyam is conducted by turns by a set of 
twelve potris of the Madhva Adhwaita sect drafted from 
Mangalapuram area of Mangalore in South Canara. Their 
spoken dialect is Tulu. The ritualism is tantric governed by 
Kumara Tantra,* The worship by the potris came to be 
introduced in this temple probably by Maharaja Marthanda 
Varma (1729-1758 A.C.) the king of Kerala in the 18th 
century or by Dalavoi Ramappayyan—the prime minister 
and Commander-in-Chief of Tirumalai Nayak (1623-1659 
A.C.) the Nayaks having brought Malabar under their sway 
in the 17th century and entrusted the principal worship to the 
Potris. The rituals are guided by a Tantric of the Nambudiri 
clan of Malabar. The Potris receive a monthly payment 
from the Devasthanam, besides other emoluments pertaining 
to that Office. They are also lodged in a separate Potri 
matam, an enclosure of houses, and specially cared for. 

The worship in the Shanmukha and other sanctums is 
being performed by turns by another community of twelve 
Sivacharyas or Gurukkals. Besides these two, the Potris 
and Sivacharyas, a third, the Mukkanis or Thri-swathantra 
brahmins also perform certain other services at the temple. 
The ancestors of the latter, of about 2,000 families are said 
to have been brought over here by Subrahmanyam after 
vanquishing Surapathuma. There are about four hundred 
families at present. “ Distinguished by top knots of hair, 
which are very much like the Malayalis,” they train to fall 
above their fore-heads. They may be seen journeying in 
almost any part of the country, either to collect subscriptions 
for the temple festivals or fees from their tardy patrons. 
There is no doubt that the business is remunerative ; they are 
generally well-to-do and lead a comfortable existence. 
“ Their functions ” in the temple “ consist mainly in making 
offerings and performing religious ceremonies Kattalais as 
such services are called on behalf of absentee worshippers ”, 
and in taking votaries to‘the temple for worship and attend 
to their conveniences. 

The Annual Festivals. The tw6 principal annual festi¬ 
vals of the year in Masi and Avani are undoubtedly the best 
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attractions for thousands of worshippers from near and afar. 
Of these, the Bramotsavam of Masi during February-March 

each year_where-in all the three temple cars are dragged 

and the festival is conducted for twelve days concluding with 
a Theppam or Float festival is much esteemed. The Avani 
festival of twelve days in August-Septembefr comes second in 
importance, when only two of the temple cars are drawn and 
also concludes with the Theppam. The 7th and the 8th days 
of both the festivals are the most attractive, when Shanmukha 
is brought out-side his sanctum in the temple to grace the 
several Mandagapadis in and around the town. It is parti¬ 
cularly an occasion for jubilation, as one and all and especial¬ 
ly those who could not till recently enter the temple precincts 
can have hisMarsan which is so dear to the heart of his 
bhaktas. The Pachchai Saththuppadi or the floral decoration 
of the deity in all green on the 8th morning is especially one 
which none would wish to miss in the two festivals. The 
Temple cars are drawn on the 10th day of each festival, and 
the Theppam float on the 11th day concluding the festivals. 
They are huge attractions to all the country folk around, who 
come in large numbers and participate in dragging, and bring¬ 
ing them to their stands. 

The Masi and Avani festivals are note-worthy also for 
the reason that during most of the days, popular discourses 
on Religion are arranged to be given by scholars of merit, 
also musical performances, in furtherance of the cultural 
advancement of the congregation, propagation of religious 
knowledge, and the resuscitation of arts. 

The Vasantha festival is an annual festival of ten days 
in the month of Chitrai (April-May). Sendhil-Nayagar, the 
utsava or processional deity of Subrahmanyam with his con¬ 
sorts Valli and Teivayanai are taken from their sanctum in 
the temple to the Vasantha Mantapa on the giri-prakara 
which is suitably decorated with 'festoons for the occasion 
and made specially cool with waters filled in the trough which 
runs around the pedestal on which the deities are placed. It 
is an enjoyable and pleasant festival, wherein only the blessed 
who gather there have communion with the deity without 
much of a crowd. 
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The Visakam festival, though of twelve days, concen¬ 
trates all its importance into the last two day’s functions. 
The enormous crowds number about two lakhs. As in the 
Vasantha festival, Sendhil Nayagar is brought out and special 
abishekas and arathanas are conducted in the Vasantha 
Mantapa.and go around the giri-prakara arid again into their 
sanctum. The town is one sea of human heads as Visakam 
day is really a day of uncommon sanctity to the bhaktas of 
Muruga. Hundreds of Kavadis and Pal-kudam offerings 
are brought in with unusual fervour and Music ; Macha- 
Kavadis (Kavadis with cooked fish which become alive when 
brought before the deity) and such un-common miraculous 
manifestations of the divinity occur then. The Viswarupa 

darsan_the first on the Visakam day is given at about 2 a.m., 

Sendhil Nayagar starts for the Vasantha Mantapa at about 
10 a.m. and returns after the Mandagapadi dccpa-arathanas 
and the processions at about 3 a.m. the next morning. This is 
a festival when the larger multitudes perform their pilgrimage 
to the temple with an enjoyable bath in the sea and darsan of 
the deity and after invariably making their heartfu) offer¬ 
ings. The first fruits of the year either in cash or in kind 
are ear-marked for the deity, and they bring them With 
pleasure and offer as cash, grains or cattle whichever is 
chosen. On the aggregate the offerings are very considerable 
and bring a large revenue to the temple. 

The Skanda Sashti Festival. The advent of Shanmukha 
and the chastisement of the asura in his three manifestations 
of Surapathuman, Singa-Muhan and Tharakan, which are 
but the three evils in man : Anava, Maya, and Kanma and 
the extermination of these evil forces is yearly celebrated 
by the Skandashasti-festival in the month of Aippasi in 
October-November. The festival at Tiruchendur is of six 
days, commencing on the 6th day of the waning moon of the 
month, as in every celebration of it in the Tamil land. The 
events leading to the vanquishment of Surapathuma is de¬ 
monstrated on the sea-shore on the evening of the Sashti-day 
by actual representations of the several transformations of 
the asura and of his defeat every time. Sendhil Nayagar the 
processional deity officiates for Arumuga-Nainar in this 
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festival, and receives worship at the Tiruvavaduthurai 
Skanda Sashti Mantapa. 

The annual Thirukkalyana festival to Teivayanai is 
celebrated the next day after the Soora Samhara in the Tiruk- 
kalyana Mantapa of the Melagopuram. On such occasions, 
the people fast for all the six days and the Skandapuranam 
is read and. explained with solemnity, in temples and also at 
times in private houses. , Such reading is deemed efficacious, 
apart from spiritual benefits, in warding off or alleviating 
disease and danger and bringing good fortune to the bhaktas 
of Muruga is general: 

Among minor festivals, the celebration of the Thiru- 
nakshatra of all the four Saiva Samayachariyas and of the 59 
Nayanmars may be referred to as having a dittam in the 
temple. The one to Saint Siruth-thondar on Parani naksha- 
tra of Chittrai month requires special mention. The Othuvars 
of the temple take the chief part, bring the Alavai-Uganda- 
Perumal tii Qcj(gu>ir6rr in procession with a 

figure of Seeralan rirerrear made of dough. The Periya 
puranam account of the Saint Siruth-thondar is read, and 
after making an offering of the cooked Seeralan, they take 
the deity round the temple circuit in procession and conclude 
the celebration. 

The Theerthas. Nine theerthas or sacred-bathing p’aces 
are mentioned in the Stala Purana. A bath in the sea 
itself is one, described as of great 1 spiritual merit. Two 
miraculous manifestations are recorded, and they are one, 
that Brahma having one of his heads nipped away by Siva 
got it restored after a bath here ; and that Angasundari a 
Pandya Princess born with the face of a horse, got her 
beautiful face, after a bath at the Vathanarambha Tirtha. 
Twenty-four* stone pillars with inscriptions thereon are set 

* There are 24 Tirthas on the sea-shore marked as such : 1. 

Mukaramba Tirtha; 2. Teivayanai Tirtha; 3. Lakshmi Tirtha; 4. 
Siddhar Tirtha; 5. Ashta Dikpala Tirtha; 6. Gayatri Tirtha; 7. 
Savitri Tirtha; 8. Saraswathi Tirtha; & Iravada Tirtha; 10. Tirusuli 
Tu-tha; H. Yalli Tirtha; 12. Durga Tirtha; 13. Ganana Tirtha; 14. 
Satva Tirtha; 15. Dharma Tirtha; 16. Muni Tirtha; 17. Deva Tirtha- 
18. Pavanasa Tirtha; 19. Skanda Pushkarani Tirtha; 20. Seeta 
Iirtha; “1. ^ asa Grangas Tirtha; 22. Gandhamathana Tirtha; 23 
Matru Tirtha; and 24. Pitru Tirtha. 
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The Sea-bathers, Tiruchendur 





The Nazhik-kinar, Tiruchendur 



up at intervals on the beach. And they mark the special 
significances recorded there-in to bathe at those particular 
spots. 

The Nazhik-kinar. Almost imbedded in a rolling high 
sand-dime, and about 20Q yards to the south of the Shan- 
mukha Vilasa on the sea beach lies the 19th in the series : a 
remarkable spring known as * Skanda-pushkarani ’—the 
Nazhik-kinar. It is a natural phenomenon. It is said to 
have sprung up as Shanmukha planted His lance the Vel on 
the spot. It is a well 14 feet square, and reached below on 
either of its sides by a flight of 34 steps. The bath there is 
to be in two waters ! One is a remarkable spring of fresh 
crystal water almost in a stone receptacle known as ‘Nazhik 
Kinar \ It is a foot square and about 7 feet deep and inset 
within the larger major well referred to. The latter is one 
of saltish and highly sulphurous smelling and muddy-looking 
water. This swells up during the day and pumped out daily 
so as not to allow it to over-flow into the smaller one. Where 
from do these two distinct supplies of water with different 
tastes spring and how they are kept separate are a mystery 
and a problem for the physiographers to solve. A bath in the 
sea as well in these two waters is considered to be of much 
spiritual merit. The Nazhik Kinar swells up and maintains 
its level in-spite-of baling out any quantity of water as the 
worshippers bathe out of it. 

The Temple Jewels. The temple owns a rich collection 
of jewels valued at about four lakhs of rupees. This includes 
a set of gold Kavachams for the deities Subrahmanyaswami, 
Valliamman and Teivayanai of Moolasthanam, Shanmukha, 
Kumara-vitanka-perumal, Sendhil Nayagar with their con¬ 
sorts; also abaya hastam and Vel in-set with diamonds and 
rubies. The idol of. Sivilli-nayakar of solid gold is note¬ 
worthy for its beauty and workmanship. The Crown or the 
Kreetams of the deities are also of high artistic merit, set 
with diamonds and rubies and made of solid gold. There 
are also a number of vehicles (Vahanams) on which the gods 
are carried in procession during the major festivals : two 
pavihon Vimanams plated with gold, three Pea-cock-Mcyr/- 
vahanams and one of a ram lL QaQt- rr f the vehicle of 
Muruga. All the rest of the vahanams are of silver. A 
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silver pot (Kutam) presented to the temple in 1803 by Mr. 
S. R. Lushington, the first Collector of the district under the 
Company’s rule is still preserved amongst its valued proper¬ 
ties. 

The Temple Finances 

Tiruchendur is perhaps the most popular with vow* 
takers, and ex-voto cradles, images of babies and models of 
limbs affected by disease may be seen hanging in fulfilment 
of promises made to the god. Those affected limbs are more 
often made also in gold and silver and placed in the Hundials. 

The average annual income of the temple is estimated to 
be about three and a half lakhs of rupees. The temple owns 
a number of landed properties (Vide appendix), also houses 
and shops at Tiruchendur, which bring annually about 
Rs. 83,800. Votive offerings of Bhaktas are various. They 
are coins, jewels-Vels and images in gold and silver put into 
the Hundials, cattle, fowl, all first yields of agricultural 
produce, viz., paddy, cereals, tobacco, ground-nut, jaggery, 
salt. Vegetables and even eggs and what not baffling 
description. Most of the latter which could not be 
used by the temple are auctioned and the sale proceeds are 
credited to the funds. These bring about Rs. 73,000. The 
annual average expenditure works up to about two lakhs and 
eighty-two thousands of rupees. 

Dastik. “ The landed endowments to the temple by the 
successive Pandya kings and their vassals and lately by the 
Palaiyakars must have been enormous. Under the old Hindu 
Government lands had been set apart for the support of a 
number of Hindu temples, and, fifty years before the assump¬ 
tion of the district by the English, the Nawab took possession 
of these lands and substituted for the income derived from 
th em an allowance in money. In Mr. S. R. Lushirigton's 

•“Vows are the means by which a worshipper seeks to interest 
the deity in his mundane affairs and to obtain divine blessing or 
guidance. A pinch of sacred ashes, some turmeric and money, and 
perhaps an ornament are taken and tied up in a cloth, and a solemn 
promise is made that, if the particular object of the devotees 7 desire 
is accomplished, an offering, of which the coins and ornament are as 
it were the earnest money, will be made to the deity. Vow-takers are 
people in siekness, women in child-birth, persons whose cattle are 
sick, and when an epidemic is prevalent, those who fear its attack.” 
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time (Collector from 1799 to 1803) this fund or Dastik for 
the Devasthanams in the (Tinnevelly) district amounted to 
Rs. 1,79,691. The practice continued of deducting this 
amount annually from the land revenue collections and 
apportioning it among the temples. This was the Dastic 
allowance.’* 

The annual payment from this source to Tiruchendur 
Sri Subrahmaniswami Devasthanam is Rs. 17,828-2-6. 

The Landed Properties : A list of the landed properties 
of this Devasthanam is given in an Appendix. 

1. Subrahmanyapuram alias Omanalltir village. Special 
mention however, has to be made of the acquisition by 
purchase in court auction of 5|6 of the right, title and interest 
of the Omanallur village in Ambasamudram taluk by- one 
it jnin. Olo ’Agent by name Vairavan Chettiar of Deva- 
kottah who was then (1896-1903) the Trustee of the 
temple. _He had perkmally advanced a sum of Rs. 1,45,000 
towards this purchase in the name of the deity. The 
property is now worth very much more and speaks 
volumes for the devout action of this noble servant of 
God. The village now re-named Subrahmaniapuram is 
centrally situated 6 miles on the main-road between Tirunel- 
vely on the East and Shermadevi (Cheravan-mahadevi), on 
the West. The property consists of 358 acres 79 cents of 
Nanja and 512 acres 83 cents of 'Punja lands. This extent 
has recently been improved upon at considerable expense and 
has an ideal farm-house for further rural developments. 
Subrahmaniapuram has two extensive tanks fed by the 
Kannadian channel of the Tambraparani river. Greater and 
larger improvements are in prospect in the near future.* 

2. Inam Thiruppani Puttan-taruvai in Tiruchendur 
taluk is an Inam estate of the Devasthanam constituting 
3|5ths of the village, the'other 2|5ths belonging to Govern¬ 
ment. The property is possibly an early endowment by the 
Tiruvavaduthurai mutt, as the No. 1 Patta of the village still 
stands in the name of the *Tiruppani Vicharanai Thambiran. 
The estate consists of 123 acres 58 cents of wet, 509 acres 43 
cents of dry and 800 acres of Poramboke. The village is 

•Please ride author’s “ A plan for Tiruchendur n pp. 16-18. 
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about 20 miles from Tiruqhendur and though accessible 
through a course of a sea of sand from Kulasekharan- 
pattanam, could with much less difficulty be' reached from 
Tiruchendur to Tisayanvalai 48 miles by bus, and from 
thence by a country cart wading through a sea of loose sand 
a foot deep for a distance of about 5 miles. 

The village is almost an amphitheatre of brilliant pink 
sand hills crowned with palmyrahs, enclosing within its sandy 
hills the Taruvai or land-locked lake. Being the largest 
taruvai in the District it is about three square miles in extent 
and lies in a deep basin within two miles of the sea, from 
which it is separated by a high barrier of red sand. During 
the north-east monsoon the beds of this land-locked lake are 
filled/ As the water subsides, their slopes are quickly plough¬ 
ed and planted up with garden crops and paddy. 

The entire extent is water-logged for years together, and 
a number of schemes to drain its waters out, have been under 
consideration from as early as 1859.* A very recent one in 
1945 by the Public Works Department at a cost of 
Rs. 2,60,000 has been given up by the Government. 
While in Native states, and in other countries such large 
acreage would not be allowed to lie un-cultivated, it is 
expected that the Government will come to the aid of a large 
mass of anxious cultivators who look up to them to drain 
away the waters. The land to be recovered out of the water- 
spread space is of excellent character for paddy and garden 
cultivation. 

The annual expected revenue of this village is about 
Rs. 2,700 but only a partial amount is collected ; the remain- 
ing portion being remitted year after year as ir-recoverable, 
the land being sub-merged under water. This assessment 
could only be realised when the lands are brought under 
cultivation. 

The village has two temples maintained by the Devas- 
thanam, one dedicated to Pirapptfdaiya-Sastha and another 
to Saravana Vinayakar. The latter has recently been reijioved 

•Tinnevelly Gazetteer, p. 17, 188, 496. Also the author’s ‘A Plan 
for Tiruchendur’ p. 18, 20. 
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from its old habitation to a new place. The village which 
was once a flourishing seat of the Tinnevelly Saiva Vellalas 
is now a Muhammadan centre with two mosques. The 

Saiva houses which were once abundant can now be counted 

on the fingers of one’s hand. 

The Subsidiary Temples. The Subsidiary temples at¬ 
tached to the Tiruchendur administration are nineteen. Most 
of them are minor shrines spread over the town and the 
suburbs to a distance of four miles. Two of them are in the 
Puttantaruvai village. A full list is given below.* They 

are mostly under the management of pujaris, though 
nominally under the devasthanam administration. Con¬ 
spicuous of them all is the town Siva temple of Sri 
Sivakolundeeswarar and Sri Anandavalli Amman. The 

outer measurements are 356 feet long and 168 feet broad. 
Situate in the heart of the town its dimensions are 
large, its inner precincts majestic and the approaches 
leading to it covered by two large Mantapas. The columns 
of sculptured yalis and conventional types are of exquisite 
workmanship. The exterior mantapa contains many shops, 
and is cut from the main entrance to the temple by an inter¬ 
vening road. This temple which might have been re-built in 
the days of the Nayaks in the 17th century to such enormous 
proportions ought to have seen better' days, and latterly 
eclipsed by the growing importance and popularity attached 
to the sea-shore temple of Sri Subrahmanyam. 

List of Temples attached to Sri Subrahmaniaswamy Devasthanam, 
Tiruchendur, Tirunelveli District: 

1. Sri. Venkatesa Perumal within the prakara of the temple; 2. 
Sri. Valliamman cave temple on the sea border; 3. Sri. Thoondu-Kai 
Yinayagar Temple; 4. Sri. Swarna Vanam Sastha Koil; 5. Sri. 
Sivakolundheeswarar and Anandavalli Amman Koyil alias Mela Koyil 
or Town Siva temple; 6. Sri. Amirthaguna Vinayagar temple; 7. Sri. 
Anantha Sastha Koyil; 8. Sri. Allkonda Yinayagar temple; 9. Sri. 
Arasalwar Vinayagar temple; 10. Sri. Mnththaramman temple; 11. 
Sri. Sabapathi Vinayagar temple; 12. Sri. Maragathavalliamman 
temple; 13. Sri. Veilugantharaman temple; 14. Sri. Uchimakali- 
amman temple; 15. Sri. ThaTai-untri Sasthan Koyil.; 16. Sri.’Kundm 
Mel Iyen Sasthan Koyil; 17. Sri. Chokkar temple; 18. Sri. Pirap- 
pudfli Sasthan Koyil, and Saravana Vinayagar temple in Inam Tirup- 
pani Puttantaruvai village in Tiruchendur taluq; 19. Sri. Bala 
Yinayagar temple. 
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The Sivakolundeeswara Swami temple is n6w a major 
adjunct to the temple of Sri Subrahmanya Swami and plays 
a prominent part during the two major Brahmotsavams of 
the year. The festival processions commence and end here 
day-after-day till the last day. Poojas are conducted at this 
temple twice a day and its capacious precincts and magnificent 
halls are inviting enough for a college of the Shastraic Arts. 

The Dattatreya’s or Valli’s Cave. A little removed from 
the main shrine and on the northern sea-shore under a cliff of 
over-hanging hardened sand-stone there is a picturesque 
grotto carved out of it. Two images are installed there, one 
dedicated to Valli and another to Dattatreya. The frontal 
shrine has been embellished by a stone mantapa of 16 pillars, 
24% ft. long 21% feet broad. Behind the frontal cave, 
there is a circum-ambular passage with another grotto carved 
from inside, with a figure of Valli in a niche. The cave 
overlooks the sea, as its waves dash against its sides. The 
walls of the mantapa have recent’ paintings of Nambirajan. 
The king of the clan of hunters and his men had followed the 
flight of Valli with Muruga ; and here they were confronted 
by the divine consorts and are shown their grace. On this 
account the Cave is also known as 6 V 6 rr<sif! 6 p*iflp< 5 ®j 6 irfi>tT® To 
the left of the mantapa, a plastic representation of Muruga ! s 
cpnque^st of Surapathuma and of his transformation into a 
‘Pea-cock’ and a Chanticleer (Q&eu&iLh uuS^nh) is seen 

with Veerabahu and Veera Mahendra_Muruga’s generals 

looking on. Pujas are being conducted here twice in the day 
out of the temple paditharam. The cave and the expansive 
sea in front of it has an especial charm; and the worshipper is 
reminded of the immanence of god Muruga. The cave has 
received recent renovations with a granite flooring and a lay 
out on the sea beach. 

A counter part of this rocky cave is to be found nine 
miles away on the rocky edge of manalpad beach. Curiously 
enough it had been occupied as early as 1542 A.D. by the 
early Roman Catholic Church, and^ bears a tablet. f, ‘ This 
cave once, the dwelling of a Saivite Sanyasi, has been sanctifi¬ 
ed by the prayers and penance of Saint Francis Xavier ” 
This is spoken of as another of Valli’s caves, and had gone 
into the use of the earliest followers of Jesus. 
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The Temple Tiruppanies. The work of Desikamurthi- 
swami, one of the Tambirans of Tiruvavaduthurai mutt has 
been referred to. This great South Indian Saiva mutt had 
been associated with the Tiruppani of this temple for over 
300 years, as is to be seen from the construction of the 
principal Gopuram by one of its disciples. 

The tradition states that the Swamin had actually a divine 
call to attend to this construction, and that he was subjected 
to various trials in the actual carrying out of his mission. 
He had not the sinews-of-war to pay for the work, and, it is 
said the problem was solved by a miracle of converting 
sacred-ashes into coin as already referred to. This was not 
to continue for long. As the Gopuram progressed to a height 
of the sixth storey, the miracle did not work. The Swamin 
was sorely affected. The Lord however directed him to a 
neighbouring patron of letters, Seethakkathi of Kayal- 
pattanam. The Swamin was presented with a basket of salt! 
The salt was accepted, and when brought in, the contents 
were changed over-Aight into gold coins. The Gopuram 
was completed. . Bufr the Lord did not want him to stay 
and conduct the Kumbhabisheka, the crowning act of his 
labours. He was directed to leave the place and stay at 
Kantheeswaram. * 

The Gopura Kumbabishegam was duly performed in its 
time, and the tradition has it that the Swami was seen 
entering into the portals of the newly constructed Gopuram, 
though at the time of the Kumbabishekam he was actually 
miles away. His spirit seems to have been present though 
not his body ! - 

The Tambiran’s mortal remains lie in Samadhi in a 
building to the north of the Sri. Ekandhalingeswara temple 
at Kantheeswaram amongst a forest of acacias. There is a 
” Dharmapuram mutt building near the temple wherein he 

•Kantheeswaram is the island temple of Sri. Ekandha Linges- 
wara Swami surrounded on*all sides by the river Tambraparani 
which branches round the temple and is located opposite to Azhwar- 
tiruna*gari. 17 miles from Tiruchendur. Azhwartirunagari is a famous 
Vaishnavite centre and the birth place of Saint Nammazhwar and 
Saint Manavalamamuni and contains one of the largest temples in the 
• district, dedicated to Vishnu as Sri. Adinathaswami. 
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appears to have stayed for a while. The Samadhi has since 
fallen into disrepairs during the great Tambraparani floods in: 
1924, and requires urgent renovation. A saivite Vellala is 
performing pooja for the Samadhi, and is paid for his service 
by the Thiruvavaduthurai mutt. 

The figure of a tall-lean bearded figure with a character¬ 
istic turban of a Tambiran, sculptured on the nearest pillar to 
the Valliamman shrine in the second prakara of the temple is 
pointed out as the figure of Desika Murthi as also another of 
the like description, done in stucco to the left of the outer 
entrance, on the first storey of the second inner Gopuram. 

The Thiruvavaduthurai Tiruppani Matam now seen on 
the way to the main temple, near the Thoondukai Vinayagar 
temple was the place wherein Desika Murti Swami lived, 
during his stay at Tiruchendur. The special honours be¬ 
stowed on him in his time continues to this day to be offered 
to the successive Kattalai Tambirans of the mutt. The: 
honour of the first ubaya kattalai, and to 

the adheena Thambiran during the Qs/r* Q\uppu> of every 
one of the annual festivals is theirs by right. The Mutt 
bears the special honour of bedecking the Kreedom of the- 
Lord at the Pillayyan’s mandapa before He sets out of it on 
the 7th day of the Masi and Avani festivals. The Thambiran 
is also taken to the temple every evening for worship with- 
temple honours: and on a ashta-kona~pallakku during the 
Vijayadasami for QunQpso on the Vannikasura. 

Special mention has to be made of the magnificent 
services of these three Sanyasins who have re-built this great 
temple of three corridors in black granite. The Shanmukha 
Vilasa, the noble frontal mantapa of enormous proportions- 
which over-looks the sea is another edifice, also the extensive 
Vellaikkal mantapa which faces the sea. 

The advent of Mouna Swami, as the first of the three, 
was called, was in 1868. He had come from a place un¬ 
known, nor is his proper name on record. He kept a vow of 
silence, and was known on that account as Mouna Swami. He 
realised that the temple needed an urgent renovation, and he 
dedicated his life for the purpose. He would sit at the- 
portal of the Gopura, and to the queries put to him he used to- 
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reply by writing the answer on the sand before him. His 
bestowal of Viboothi to worshippers earned donors to the 
Thiruppani funds. 

When he came, Mouna Swami found the great western 
Gopuram door-way half-concealed by the rolling sand-dunes 
of the sea. He moved the sand away and his next service 
Tvas to give a coating of oil to this great door. The second 
task he set himself to was the renovation of the second 
• eastern Gopuram. 

As this work progressed, he was joined in 1872 by 
another ascetic who had arrived on a pilgrimage from Kasi 
(Benares), and who for that reason was known as ‘Kasi 
Swami \ He went about different places collecting grain and 
money and helped Mouna Swami with the requisite sinews- 
of-war. The work was now in active progress. 

Entrusting the work to Kasi Swami, the Mouna Swami 
now sailed to Ceylon by a Country boat and he was helped by 
•certain merchants there and at Kulasekharanpattinam with 
money. He returned soon with about Rs. 5,000. These 
funds were, however insufficient. With the amount on hand, 
as a nucleus, he instituted a Hundial Collection at the western 
Gopuram door as well as daily collections of handful of rice 
from every house. This Hundial collection is still being 
continued to augment the resources of a Thirupani fund and 
which is separately maintained. 

As the second Gopuram was completed the Swami broke 
his silence. His vow was now fulfilled. His daily single 
meal, he begged from door to door, not desiring to spend out 
of the Thiruppani collections. The temple authorities, in 
consideration of his austerities provided him with prasadams 
from the temple. This he shared with other Sanyasins. 

The third task was the renovation of the great western 
'Gopuram, and this was taken up in 1877. 

By an unfortunate accident just at this time the three 
temple cars were burnt down to ashes. The Swami promptly 
set to work to replace them by a new set. He approached 
the Maharaja of Travancore, it is said with great success. 
The required timber he got for the mere asking and, along 
"with them, two great poles for the two temple Dwajastam- 
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bhas. The three wooden temple cars were duly completed,, 
and the two Dwajastambhas erected. Their consecration was 
performed on February 20th, 1880. 

Kasi Swami was now most busy with these several 
undertakings. He had also secured about 15 acres of 
Poramboke lands in the neighbourhood of the temple and 
planted it with Iluppai and other trees, which is now known' ‘ 
as the $)&)ueo>LjpQptruLf. 

The construction of Vasantha mantapa in front of the ' 
western Gopuram was then taken up in 1882. Side by side 
with it he also planted a tope of ®)gpiumLj round about this; 
construction. This is now a centre of attraction for its shade 
and beauty. After the work had progressed for two years, 
Kasi Swami was suddenly taken away to the feet of the Lord 
in 1884. He was interred in Samadhi, in his own tope and 
the spot is consecrated to his memory. He had spent twelve 
years of his active life in this great service. His Pooja room 
is even now to be seen as a small prayer house under the mela- 
Gopuram gate-way. The austerity of the Swami is highly 
praised. He is said to have once approached a rich Nadar of 
Kayamozhi to help the Gopuram Thiruppani with a few 
Palmyrah trees for scaffolding purposes and that his request 
was refused. And a heavy gale that night brought down a 
few hundreds of his trees, that the Nadar realised the great 
purpose and he offered them to the Swami ! 

Mouna Swami now continued his labours single handed. 
The Vasantha mantapa was completed, and he instituted the 
annual celebration of the Vasantha festival, the expenses of 
which are to be met out of the Thiruppani funds. 

With the completion of the Vasantha mantapa in 1897,. 
Mouna Swami turned next his attention to the Shanmukha 
Vilasa. This mantapa originally built of white stones, began 1 
to show actual traces of weakness due to its age. Voluntary 
offer of funds bv devotees strengthened his resolve to take up- 
the reconstruction of this great mantapa. 

The Swami was feeling the effects of age and began tO" 
think seriously of a successor to him. Luckily he found one 
such in a rich Vellala of Kadayam, Arumukha Swami by~ 
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name, son of an ardent saivite A. Chokkalingam Pillai. He 
had taken early to Sanyasam in 1905 and entered the Suriya- 
narkoil mutt as a disciple of Sri-la-Sri Muthukumaraswami 
Sannithigal. Arumughaswami could not at first be easily 
prevailed upon to accept this great responsibility. By a 
Registered Will dated 18th January 1908 Mouna Swami 
transferred to Arumugaswami all responsibilities of continu¬ 
ing the Thiruppani. 

The work progressed however continued by Mouna Swami, 
who turned his attention next to the central shrine. The Bali 
Mantapa and the eastern prakara of the first circuit were 
taken up in 1907. At this time, an accident to the principal 
idol of Subrahmanyam necessitated the consecration of a 
fresh idol. A worshipper afflicted with Colic had rushed into 
the Sanctum Sanctorum and had caught hold of the feet of 
the Lord Subrahmanyam to deliver him from this dire afflic¬ 
tion. The Potris and others in the Sanctum were amazed at 
this sudden move of the worshipper, and, they caught hold 
of the man to extricate his hold of the feet of the Lord. But 
unfortunately his hold was fast and the idol gave way 
and had to be replaced by a fresh one. The consequent 
ashtabandhana Kumbhabishekam of the new idol by the 
Trustees of the temples had to be performed in 1909. The 
funds at their disposal were found insufficient; and Mouna 
Swami offered an amount of Rs. 15,117_9_0 as his contribu¬ 
tion for the purpose from the Thiruppani exchequer. The 
consecration was duly performed. 

The call for Mouna Swami had actually come now, and 
he attained the feet of the Lord Siva on 19th April 1909. He 
was given a Samadhi the next day, and his bodily remains 
interred next to that of Kasi Swami. Arumuga Swami had 
not till then entered on his duties, though virtually appointed 
to succeed the deceased swamin. Arumugaswami who has 
then on a pilgrimage to other sacred places had just settled 
down at his ashram in Periyakulam. He was loathe to leave 
his life of renunciation to one of active service as was now 
offered to him. But however he had to yield. 

As soon as Mouna Swami passed away, the trustees of 
the Devasthanam took charge of the Tiruppani and carried it 
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on. They were not to continue it for long. A suit to re¬ 
cover a large amount of Tiruppani funds had to be urgently 
filed as per terms of the Will and Arumuga. Swami was 
pursuaded to accept the trust. He was entrusted with the 
Tiruppani from 29th of January 1910, the day of his assum¬ 
ing charge. 

The last of the three giants who had assumed this great 
responsibility was however Arumukha Swami. Born in 
1865, from his 45th year, for thirty years from 1910 to the 
7th of June 1940 when he laid down this life, he laboured 
singly and devotedly. It is said that he took this pledge of 
service in the sanctum before Dakshinamurti^ in the second 
prakara of the temple. 

He started his labours in right earnest. The Kanda- 
madana sand-stone-rock was further carved into to form the 
three mighty prakaras. The erst-while sand-stone pillars 
were replaced by highly ornamental and sculptured ones, and 
almost a brand new temple emerged as a result of his conti¬ 
nuous labours of three scores of years and twelve from the 
very start. 

To augment the Tiruppani Hundial Offerings and speed 
up the rapidly progressing work, the Devasthanam executives 
have been financing the Swami regularly at the rate of 
Rs. 15,000 a year to an extent of about 3 lakhs of Rupees. 
He was also helped with an amount of Rs. 16,000 by Sri. 
K. E. P. Venkatachalam Pillai of Tuticorin for the construc¬ 
tion of the frontal Airavatha Mantapa of Shanmukha in the 
first: prakara. The displaced airavathas could still be seen 
stacked outside, and are well worth conservation. 

The Garbha-griha and Ardha-mantapa of the central 
sanctum, the Valli and Teivayanai shritles, their Vimanas, the 
flooring of the two circuits, and the completion of the temple 
walls were the major pieces of work of this period. He had 
also renewed the Gopuram of five storeys over thg eastern 
entrance of the second circuit. * 

The Swami was however very careful with his finances. 
With the^ amount of F(s. 36,446_11_6 accumulated in his 
hands, he purchased in 1932 for Rs. 30,000 (on Tiruppani 
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account), the Mitta villages of Thimmarajapuram and 
Makilammalpuram ; and for Rs. 6,300 on 20_11_35 the 
Dalavoipuram village. The annual net income from their 
kist collections amount to about Rs. 2,530-12_8. He had 
/also purchased other properties from time to time (vide 
appendix). 

The Swami had now laboured for nearly 24 years, and 
he began to feel the weakness of age and seriously thought of 
one who could rightly step into his place and continue his 
work. He had completed yet another vast work, the com¬ 
modious Vellaikkal Mantapa of 96 pillars, 115j£ feet long 
and 46^4 feet wide. It faces the sea. The stones and pillars 
taken out of the old temple construction were not wasted but 
used up in its construction. There is yet a vast collection of 
such stones imbedded in the sand dunes round about the 
Nazhik-kinar and near the Shanmukha Vilasa, which could 
be used up for extending the Mantapa on both its sides to the 
South and the North., 

The Swami’s next projected work was the renovation of 
the principal Gopuram of the Temple, which had again 
deteriorated. The stucco work of the several figures on the 
eastern and northern sides of it, had greatly disintegrated, 
almost the whole of the mortar having fallen into powder, 
leaving alone the skeleton in brick. The work needed an 
urgent renovation. In 1934 he put up the needed elaborate 
and intricate scaffolding at a cost of about six thousands of 
Rupees. This work took about a year and a half. .The 
divine call was felt to be near. By a will he made over 
the whole of the Tiruppani properties and funds to Subrah- 
manyaswami Himself, and ordained the Executive Officer of 
the Devasthanam and his successors-in-Office to manage the 
funds as the Tiruppani Trustee after him. The Document 
was executed and registered on 25_4_1934. He was spared 
however for six more years, various objects occupying his 
mind and hands. On 7th June 1940 Arumukha Swami was 
gathered to the feet of the Lord in his 75th year. He lies in 
Samadhi next to Kasi Swami and Mouna Swami. Three 
disfinct buildings marking the places where they are interred 
are on the southern beach overlooking the expansive sea, and 
laid to eternal sleep in Sivam by the lullabies of the sea air 
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and of its waves. The next year, the entire.Tiruppani was 
consecrated and Kumbabishekam performed on 26-6-1941. 

The Tiruppani and its properties are now being adminis¬ 
tered by the Executive Officer of the Devasthanam as per 
terms of the Will referred to and subject to the directions of 
the Madras Hindu Religious Endowments Board. A figure 
of Arumukha Swami in stucco is to be seen from within the 
third prakara on the left side of the second Gopura of five 
floors. This gopura has been renovated by him. On the 
other side of it is to be seen the figure of the originator of the 
Thiruppani-Desika Murthi Thambiran. 

# The statues of Mouna Swami and Kasi Swami now 
adorn the two columns, next to that of Desika Murthi 
Thambiran in front of Valli’s shrine in the second prakara of 
the temple. 

The work of the renovation of the Gopuram has been in 
suspense all these years, and it was re-commenced last by the 
writer in April, 1945. 

With no worldly wealth to call their own, these three 
noble souls had laboured in the re-building of this great 
House of Muruga. Their example will live for all times, 
symbolic of their, unattached, selfless and devoted service to 
God and their felldNvmen. The tiled hall and adjuncts used 
by Arumukha Swami during the period of his life-work is 
now known as the gLLQu&sm j and deserves to be preserved 
in the very form in which he had left it. 

Arumuka Swami had for a while a companion in another 
ascetic Vallinayaka Szvami of Aravoimozhi . He had taken 
up another distinctive service of roofing the approaches to 
the temple, the roofs being built upon re-inforced cement 
pillars. The sandy stretch from the Thiruvavaduthurai 
Tiruppani Matam was too hot for pilgrims to tread along 
with a scorching sun above. The Swami felt the hardship 
and worked to mitigate it. He collected small amounts and 
large from devotees, which were utilised for the purpose. 
The covered way had gone on for a considerable length in all 
directions, and around the outer Giri-prakara. But before he 
could finish his task, he was called away. He passed away 
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in 1942 and lies in Samadhi at the entrance to the Tiruppani 
compound on the west in a small garden-house laid out with a 
well. The work now remains incomplete, and the fulfilment 
of the desire of Vallinayaka Swami is a consummation that 
is much to be devoutedly wished for. 

The Temple Administration. From the earliest times the 
control of the District authorities' extended to all details con¬ 
nected with the temples, the collection of their revenues, the 
management of their lands, the regulation of their daily ex¬ 
penses and periodical festivals, the maintenance of their 
fabric in fact, to every item of receipt and expenditure. 

About 1840 Government resolved to withdraw from the 
management of the temple, a decision which, it appears, was 
. received with general dis-satisfaction. According to the 
Collector’s report, the people asserted that “ the relinquish¬ 
ment of Government control would be speedily followed by 
the destruction of the institutions themselves.” In 1841 the 
350 temples then under Government management were 
divided into two classes “ Village temples ” and " District 
temples.” The former were handed over to village commit¬ 
tees; and of the latter, which numbered nine altogether, seven 
were handed over to trustees and two, the Nanguneri and 
Tirukkurungudi temples to jeers. The management of the 
lands belonging to the temple was handed* over to their com¬ 
mittees or Trustees in 1849. In 1864 two District Commit¬ 
tees, one for Saivite and the other for Vaishnavite temples, 
were created ; and, with the exception of the Nanguneri and 
Tirukkurungudi'^mples which still continued under the 
control of their Jeers, those temples which until 1841 had 
'been under Government management were handed over to 
the newly formed committees. 

By the passing of the Madras Act II of 1927 the 
administrative control of all the Hindu temples and their 
endowments in the presidency passed to a Board of Commis¬ 
sioners for Hindu Religious Endowments constituted by the 
Act. 

• Before the provisions of the Act could be applied this 
Subrahmanyaswami Devasthanam was governed by a 
Scheme of Administration framed in O.S. 4 of 1929 of the 
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District Court, Tinnevelly. The Tinnevelly District Saiva 
Temple Committee under whose management it had remained 
since 1864 was further abolished in 1938. The court scheme 
was further notified to be subject to provisions of Chapter 
VI-A. of the Act of 1927 and by which the temple came to 
be administered by a Trustee assisted by a Superintendent till 
1939, and later still under G.O. No. Mis. 4448 P.H. dated 
12_12_1938 and Board’s Order. No. 1264 dated 6_3_1939 by 
an Executive Officer as responsible for its administration.** 
A list of Trustees and Officers-in-Charge of this institution 
so far as could be gathered is given in an Appendix. 


NEAR PLACES OF HISTORICAL INTEREST. 

Kulasekharanpattinam. _a town and port of some anti¬ 

quity, eight miles from Tiruchendur is a rich and influential 
Saivite centre and a former combined port of the three- 
crowned heads of the South.* It lies on the southern apex 
of the bay enclosed between the head-lands of Tiruchendur 
and Manapad a distance of about 10 miles. As a port, the 


**The Administration of the temples is further strengthened since 
•an Advisory Board of Members is constituted by the Hindu Religious 
Endowments Board, and responsible to it. The following now con¬ 
stitute the Board : 


1. Sri T. M. Nelfciappa Pillai, b.a., Rtd. District Registrar Tiru- 
nelveli (Chairman). 

2. Meda Dalavoy Sri T. Kumaraswami Mudaliar, Palace Bldgs., 
Tirunelveli. 

3. Rao Bahadur P. Muthuswami Reddiar, Palamcottah. 

4. Rao Bahadur K. M. S. Lakshmana Ayyar, Madura. 

5. Sri S. Sankaranarayana Iyer, h.a., b.l., Zamindar, Sankara 
Nagar, Tirunelveli. 

6. Sri T. S. Periyanayagam Pillai, Mittadar, Tirunelveli. 

.... 7 ‘ Sr A V - V - C - R - Murugesa Mudaliar, Ganapathi Ramalinga 
Nilayam, Palam. & 


8. Sri A. C. S. Kandasami Reddiar, Mittadar, Tutieorin. 
Tiruchendur"' ^ Aramvalarthanatha Pillai > B - A -> Sub-Registrar, Retd., 


10. Sri A. M. M. S. Ganesa Nadar, Tutieorin. 

11. Swami A. S. Sahajananda, m.l.a., Chidambaram. 

. °f the main streets of .the village as sBsduj 

*<F8Q*irmr l_ u/twaw/t Qp® the northern portion, loSsOiuuZU r 

the southern portion leading 
to port, and the south-western portion of the village give credence 

aAS Ambal!* 6 t ““ Pta d6 “ te 
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place must have been in the early centuries of some import¬ 
ance for native craft. Its natural harbour is superior to 
Tuticorin being protected by a reef which fronts Kulasekha- 
ranpattinam extending from here to beyond Manapad-Point. 
Certain old godowns now deserted near the present port 
prove the former importance of the place. With the 
development of foreign trade, Tuticorin rose and Kulasekha- 
ranpattinam declined. The Sugar Refinery. which was here 
formerly is now closed and the Light Railway also which was 
an amenity for public conveyance is dismantled. The place 
however survives its past glory and has a number of 
educational institutions including the one $ 0sir tt-iuir 
/SlSoOucjsb-erf) founded by a philanthrophist K. V. Somasundaram 
Pillai, in filial remembrance of his saintly father Thiru-arul 
Vairavanatha Pillai for disseminating knowledge in useful 
arts, Letters and Commercial Subjects. 

Manapad, literally Manal-Padu, the sandy lagoon, a 
small fishing and trading centre is a most striking village of 
the district located about two miles from Kulasekharan- 
pattinam. Being one of the first villages visited by St 
Francis Xavier, it is a flourishing Parava (Barathava or 
fishing caste) Christian centre with two recent churches, and 
houses largely copied from models of English residences in 
Ceylon and of the Roman styles of architecture. The head 
of this sandy promontory (on the northern side of the village 
in the sea front lies a huge sand hill) is marked by a light¬ 
house set up in 1901 replacing an inferior light which had 
existed at the point since 1888. It is a land mark to guide 
all ships passing between the west coast and Ceylon ; and to 
guide clear of a dangerous rocky shoal known as the 
Manapad shoal. Close-by beneath the light-house, is a grotto 
carved out of the rocky ledge. It was formerly known as 
one of ‘Valli's Cave/ a counter part of the one already 
noticed at Tiruchendur. With the advent of St. Francis 
Xavier in the 16th century, and the missionary activities this 
cave had passed into their hands. Its outer entrance has 
nc*v the following stone tablet. “ This cave, the dwelling of 
a Saivite Sanyasi has been sanctified, by the prayers and 
penance of Saint Francis Xavier.” @ 1 ( 3j6oaii9d) <$rr6sr 
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sn-GsufturriT Gsu^lo Gurr$2£ arrggu^iL 
^Qj^ii Gstugi @60,5 ^ira^^ai^ir ”—1542-1552 a.d. 

The tradition is told that the name Manapad is a varia¬ 
tion of the ancient name Mappadu. Here, on this spot, 
Surapadma, in his last encounter with Subrahmanyam, 
changed himself into a huge Mango tree arising out of his 
island fortress in the mid-ocean, and the Lord’s Vel felled the 
tree into two. The two parts, transformed themselves into a 
Pea-fowl and chanticleer, and, the Lord showed his grace by 
taking the Pea-fowl as His Vahan and the chanticleer on 
His Banner. It is said that on this account no Mango tree 
would grow on this spot. The place is also noted for the 
fact that 200 years later, in 1746, that Beschi, the most learn¬ 
ed, if not the most renowned of the great Jesuit missionaries 
of former times, laid down his life in Christ and was buried 
in the chancel of the oldest church here. 

AN HISTORICAL INCIDENT AND AFTER.* 

Tirumalai, the greatest of the Madura Nayaks ruled 
over the South of India between 1623-1659 A.D. The 
Portuguese were the earliest European traders to land at 
Cochin, and Tirumalai eager to have foreign trade relations 
concluded a Treaty with them in 1639 A.D. The Pearl 
fishery which employed the Paravas of the coast brought 
them enormous wealth. The Pearls were the wealth of the 
Pandyas, and now that of the Portuguese. Notwithstanding 
they were not enterprising enough, and Tirumalai was in 
consequence inclined more towards the progressive and pro¬ 
sperous Dutch who had large settlements along the Malabar, 
Ceylon and Chola mandala coast with factories and forts. 
Accordingly a treaty with the Dutch was concluded in 1646 
by terms of which they were allowed to build a fort at 
Kayalpattanam. This brought them into conflict with the 
Portuguese. They seized a Dutch boat laden with goods 
and drove the Dutch out of their fort and destroyed it. The 
Dutch sought the aid of their Governor at head-quarters in 
Ceylon. He came over to the mainland in ten boats, landed 
at Manappar, seized the Portuguese Church at Virarampatta- 

*Vide infra p. 19 also Kalaimagal 3939 xvi 412 Prof. K. A. Nila- 
kanta Sastri. 
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nam, occupied the Temple at Tiruchendur and fortified the 
latter with guns. The people were sorely distressed and they 
appealed to Tirumalai Nayak. The Nayak sent word to the 
Dutch to vacate the temple and re-imburse their loss at Kayal- 
pattanam. The request was unheeded. The Dutch never- 
' theless marched on Tuticorin, ravaged the country all around 
it, and demanded 40,000 reals as a ransom to quit the place. 
The amount was also pressed for payment but only a small 
amount could be got together. In the meanwhile the people at 
Tiruchendur gathered a force consisting of 4 elephants, 50 to 
60 horses, and 500 to 600 men to oust the Dutch out of the 
temple. The attempt was unsuccessful with the loss of 50 
men of the Nayak forces. The people were utterly helpless 
and sorely tried. In 1648 the Dutch left the country taking 
with them all the temple idols, and, demanding an enhanced 
ransom of 100,000 reals. The Nayak and his agent Vada- 
malai Pillayyan sent an embassy of four men to the Dutch in 
Ceylon to demand the return of the temple idols. The Dutch 
Governor referred the demand to Dutch Government at 
Batavia, who directed the return of the idols to the temple at 
Tiruchendur, accepting however whatever amount they were 
offered. And accordingly the idols were brought back to 
Tiruchendur in January 1651 and re-installed at the temple 
after consecration. And the inscription of Vadamalai-appa- 
Pillayyan mentions this incident as in Ga&rrebeuub 869 
1653 €6)3,^ 23-:bG< 5$ Gaj6Tr6if 1 & ( £ip6ttii) $ji(SajfT<^ 

ILjLQ ^6uCaJrra(Lpii ^6iJ*!T6S5r(ipii GuTjp L|60riiL^<j^ , 6U L$gl65T6\>ai 
^•6sr«5$d> 6$a^6ui&rT£ ifcnui&airi- ^tuuj6^ ’^jlo&y) nirrtuaaiT ^iulusot 
€ul.lq2soojuu L?6TT&fT «£jiuuj 6ST g'6UfT3i3srT Gurr^ili—rrs 

ar&jnif) 1 

As against this historical background of the event, the 
popular tradition goes (infra pp. 19ff) that the Dutch as 
marauding pirates plundered the country, carried away the 
temple bronzes and thrown them into the sea to escape a 
divine retribution, and, it was given to Vadamalaip-pillayyan 
to rescue them from the ocean’s keeping. History and tradi¬ 
tion, though different, have abundant morals to the discern¬ 
ing and the devout ! 
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1. Ganapathi Iyer, Mukkani, Srivaikuntam 

taluk. 

2. Gushal Shanmugam Pillai, Vannarpet, Tiru-j 

nelveli. 
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*" A PLAN FOR nRUCHENDUR " 

Suggested improvements by the Author 

I. Amenities for pilgrims : 

(a) A reinforced concrete passage way to the temple 
from the Bazaar Street to Thoonc^ikai Vinayagar Shrine. 

(b) Rest Houses for pilgrims, one in the town, one 
under the' copse of trees near Vasantha Mantapam, and 
another on the platform near the Ananda Vilas Mantapa 
overlooking the Sea. 

(c) The Vellaikkal Mantapam on the sea-front to be 
extended towards the South, making use of the still un-util- 
ised white sand-stone slabs and pillars imbedded in the sands. 

(d) A Sea-promenade with benches, a little distant 
from the Shanmukha Vilasa; and another on the Valli’s Cave 
front. 

II. Improvements : 

(a) The construction of a massive semi-circular 
breakwater to check the erosion of the Sea-wall on the eastern 
Sea-Front as the present stackage of stones are rapidly sub¬ 
siding, and much sunk. 

< (b) The artistic beauties of the Statuary and Sculp¬ 
tures in the local Sivakolundeswara temple, which are largely 
hidden under the chunam, ought to be removed. 

III. Developments of landed properties and in general. 

(a) Development of Subrahmanyapuram as a Rural 
Reconstruction centre with: 

1. A cattle breeding and Dairy farm. 

2. Fruit and vegetable garden. 

3. Cashewnut and Casuarina plantations. 

(b) Inam Puttantaruvai to be drained of its waters 
and hundreds of acres brought under garden cultivation. 

(c) 1. A water-supply scheme for Tiruchendur town 
and temple. 

* Vide Author’s “A Plan for Tiruehendur/ r pp. 30. Gordon^ Ca, 
Madras, 1946. ’ 
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2. Electric lights and amenities for the town and 
the rural parts by an early Electrical Licence by a Corpora¬ 
tion. - 

IV. Educational and Cultural Needs : 

1. The local District Board High School may be taken 
oyer by the Devasthanam and run as a Hindu Mission School 
with 

(a) A Boarding and a Hindu orphanage attached. 

( b ) A Thevara School attached to the temple, and a 
Theological Seminary for the Potris and Gurukkals for their 
training. 

( c ) The Devasthanam library: the Saraswathi Pand~ 

aram to be enlarged and extended; with a Radio fitted on the 
Sea-promenades. ' 

(d) The publication of a Tamil periodical for the 
propagation of knowledge on Hindu religion and Ethics and 
popularise the Thirup-pugazh and the Thirumurai and Nala- 
yira-Prabandham. 



Names of Festival Mandagapadithars 


Avani 

Festival 


Names of Mandagapadithars 


Masi 

Festival 


Name of 

Mandagapadithars 


1st Day 

2nd Day Pandarasivan Pillai, Kulasek-; 
harapatnam 

„ Tahsildar Andiappa Pillai, 

Srivaikuntam 

3rd Day T. S. Shanmukha Moopanar, 
Pettai 

4th ,, Chenthilkatha Moopanar 

5th „ The Raja of Ramnad 

6th ,, The Pandara Sannithigal, 

Thiruvavaduthurai Mutt j 

7th ,, Ramachandra Pillaiyyan, 

Tirunelveli 

fPingalanesa Mudaliar, 

8th „ ■! Palamcottah, and 

(.Alwarappa Pillai, Srivai¬ 
kuntam 

8th Night I- The Zamindar, Uthumalai 
Estate 

2. R. M, K. Sudalaimuthu 
Chettiar 

9th Day 1. Swaminatha Naicker 

2. Katta Bomman Naicker 

3. Duraiswami Thevar, 

Puchikadu 

I Oth „ (Car Decoration) Aditya 

Nadar, Kayamoli and 
Kumaraswami Mudaliar, 
Srivaikuntam 

11th ,, ‘1. The Yathaval Community 

(in general) 

2. Float Thiruvengadam 
Pillai, Pattarpuram 

12th „ The Sengunthar Community 

(in general) 


1st Day 


10 


i Same as of Avani 
Festival 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


R. Manakavala- 
perumal Pillai, 
! Palamcottah 


Same as of Avani 
Festival 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


I 


11 1.1 


Do. 


Do. 


I 


2. Nagaraththar Com- 
munityof Chettinad 
jThe Sengunthar 
j Community 


Skanda Sashti Festival 

Rt^ Day The Pandarasannithi Avl. of Thiruvavaduthurai Mutt. 

1. S. Kandaswami Pillai arid Rao Saheb T. S. Palani- 
appa Pillai of Kulasekharanpattinam. 

Muthuknshna Mudaliar, Tiruchendur 

Arasappa Iyer and Ramaswami Iyer, Do. 

Sivasubramania Pillai, Do. 

T. M. Arumugham Pillai, Do 

'• Muthuvaikunta Nadar, Nattaththi 

1 he Raja of Ettayapuram. 


2nd 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

6th 

7th 




LIST OF LANDED PROPERTIES 

Sri Subrahmania Swami Devasthanam, Tiruchendur 







LIST OF LANDED PROPERTIES 

Sri Subrahmania Swami Melagopuram Tiruppani, Tiruchendur 



^ C 

§ (0 

(A g C 
p 3 3 = 

*5 < o. 2 

jj <1 g 

+! « <3.9* 

8 1 S, 

| JJ-g 
l^QS 


2 b. £ E 

.■? 5 

; i •£ 3 M § 

_S3-' i '5 

e‘3‘J ■; *c 

is * 09 


"3 o o o o 

cQQQQ 


ulammapuram 






57 




58 







Chief Events 


About 1648 A.D. 

1651 A.D. 

1868 April to 1909 
1872 to 1884 
1880 

1909-February 8th 

1910 to 1940 
1923 

1940 June 7th 

1941 June 26th 

1942 

1946 Nov. 14th 


The depredations of the Dutch and the carrying 
away of the idol of Arumugha Nainar and the 
others; 

‘Thai’ 23—The Lord’s figure .recovered (by 
Vadamalaiappa Pillaiyyan) and re-installed in 
the temple. 

Mouna Swami’s commencement of the Tiruppani. 

Kasi Swami s participation in the Tiruppani. 

Completion of the three Temple cars by Mouna 
and Kasi Swamies. 

Prathista of the present monolithic figure of 
Subrahmanyam with Ashtabandhana and Kumba- 
bishegam performed at the time by Trustees 
Chavadi Thirumalaikholundu Pillai of Tinnevelly 
and S. Veda Murthi Mudaliar of Mela Cheval. 

Arumukha Swami’s participation ii the Tiruppani, 
and concluding it. 

Gold-plated Dwaja-sthambas in the first prakara 
and another copper-plated one in the second 
inner prakara consecrated. 

Arumukha Swami passed away. 

Ashtabandhana Kumbabishega of the temple by 
the Devasthanam, the entire temple renovations 
being completed. 

Vallinayaka Swami, the author of cement con¬ 
crete covered pathways, passed away. 

Temple thrown open for worship for all commu¬ 
nities of Hindus and Hindu Harijans. 
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History of the Tiruneiveli District as forming part of the 

Pandean Kingdom ; 

The Pandya Kingdom and Dynasty can be traced several 
centuries before Christian era. The dawn of history found 
the greater portion of the modem Tiruneiveli district as the 
southern-most portion of the Pandva country. It had not 
then its present separate existence.* Potigai, 6,800 ft in 
height, was its noble mountain, forming the highest in the 
Tiruneiveli range of ghats; and, Tambraparani, its fruitful 
river which took its rise on it. Earliest tradition represents 
the eponymous ancestors of the Pandyas, Cheras and 
Cholas as three brothers who at first lived and ruled in com¬ 
mon at Korkaif now an obscure village four miles from the 
mouth of the Tambraparani in the modern Srivaikuntaro 
taluk. Eventually a separation took place, the Pandyan 
remaining at home, while Cholan and Cheran went forth to 
seek their fortunes, and founded kingdoms of their own to 
the North and West. The Cholas ruled in the modem 
Madura, Tanjore, Trichinopoly and South and North Arcot 
districts, and at the highest point of greatness extended their 
influence as far as the Kurnool district. The Cheras estab¬ 
lished themselves in Travancore, Malabar and Coimbatore, 
and the Pandyas in Madura and Tiruneiveli. 

The name Pandya is derived variously; from the Tamil 
and Malayalam, ugrst® Pandu ancient, though that is a very 
tempting derivation; and from the Sanskrit Pandu, urrssjr® 
the name of the father of the five Pandava brothers. The 
latter form Pandya. in the sense of a descendent of Pandus 
is mentioned by Katyayana, the immediate successor of 

*It was not till the incorporation of the Kingdom of Madura, 
including its various districts and dependencies into the territories 
under the rule of the Nawah of Arcot about A.D. 1744, that the 
district of Tiruneiveli came to be regarded, at first' for revenue pur-, 
poses alone, as independent of, or at least as distinct from the district 
of Madura. 

*f*By its geographical position and the evidences of archaeology, 
Korkai the emporium referred to by the Greeks was one o£ the 
greatest cities of the early Pandyas. Korkai was well-known to the 
writer of the Periplus Maris Erythrai (about 80 A.D.) and to Ptolemy 
(A.D. 240). The Pandyan King is often referred to in the poems 
as well as in inscriptions as Korkai-azhi the "Lord of Korkai.” 
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Panini and approved of by Prof. Max Muller. It is evident 
that the kings of this race by their adoption of this name 
meant to claim kindred with the celebrated Pandava brothers, 
and the marriage of Arjuna with the daughter of the Pandya 
king seems to have been recorded or invented, as an evidence 
of their relationship. 

Regarding the Pandya antiquity much might be said. 
All the Greek and earliest referencesf. are to him, and little of 
the Chola or the Chera. It is said that at an early period, 
six centuries before Christ, the King of Tambapanni 
(Ceylon) sent over ambassadors to negotiate an alliance with 
the Pandyas. The Pandya king gave his daughter as re¬ 
quested, and she was accompanied to Ceylon by a great 
retinue of maidens, who were given in marriage to Vijaya’s 
companions. Vijaya is said to have bestowed on his Pandya 
father-in-law annually, two lakhs worth of Chanks* and 
pearls. This makes it certain that the Pandya kingdom, was 
in existence before the arrival in Ceylon of Vijaya and his 
colony of adventurers, that is, before the introduction into 
Ceylon of Aryan civilization which can hardly have- been 
later than 500 B.C. This seems to carry up the era of the 


fl. Asokan inscriptions. 

2. Notices in 1. Mahawamso; 2. The Mahabharatha; 3. The 
writings of MegasthAiis; 4. Greek Geographers after the Christian 
era. 

3. Reference after the visit of the Greeks and before the com¬ 
position of the Mahawamso in the Brihat-samhita, an astrological 
work of Yaraha-Mihira, an Indian astronomer who lived in A.D. 404 
who mentions ‘the Pandya King’, the river Tambraparani and the 
Chank and Pearl fisheries. 

4. - The ;$QpfT633rL.fr Lj'jr t svorib of Siva’s sacred devotees. 

5. The Singhalese annals. 

5 e writ , ings o£ Muhammadan and Persian historians, Wassaf, 
Kashiduddin and Amir Khusru. 

, c Memoirs of Marco Polo—the Venetian traveller’s reference to 
bender-Bandi-Dewar.’ 


8. Wilson’s Historical sketch of the Kingdoms of the Pandyas. 

in ol™™»r ChankS J' Tu ^ ne !L a rapa h % greater number of them used 
m commerce are found in the sea adjacent to the mouth of the river 

m i he rr a v! UVmm and at that ear] y P eri °d when the delta was 
eing formed. They seem to have been used throughout North India 

mnWi 1 1 ns f tnunen£ of music (° r ^ber of noise) and much used as a 
material for making ornaments. a 
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first introduction of • Aryan civilisation * into the Pandya 
country, probably at Korkai, to a very early period, say about 
700 B.C. The earliest indubitable reference however to the 
Pandya kingdom in the records of northern India is in one 
of Asoka’s Inscriptions of about 269 B.C. One such con¬ 
tains the proud statement that the “ conquest through the 
sacred law extended to,the South where the Chodas and the 
Panidas, (i.e., the Pandya) dwell as far as Thambapanini ” 
(the Tambraparani) and indicates if not a-political conquest, 
at least the acceptance by the Cholas and the Pandyas of the 
Buddhist religion. It is to the second and third centuries 
B.C. that the - inscriptions found in the fairly numerous 
caverns and stone beds of the Madura and Tirunelveli dis^ 
tricts have been assigned.. Indeed, till the seventh century 
A.D. the Cholas, and more certainly the Cheras and Pandyas 
seem to have remained untouched by pressure from the great 
empires of the north which extended their power from time 
to time from northern into Central India. 

The Rise of the Christian Missions in Tirunelveli district 
The advent of the Portuguese on the Tirunelveli coast 
marks the commencement of the labours of the Christian 
.Missions in Tirunelveli, and, the first was the Roman Catho¬ 
lics from 1532 A.D. The earliest to be converted were the 
Paravas or fisherman caste; They engaged themselves in the 
pearl fishing for the Portuguese which brought them 
enormous wealth. This raised the envy and a conflict with 
the local Muhammedans. On this, the Paravas supplicated 
-the. aid of the Portuguese in Cochin. The Muhammedans 
were chastised. As soon as that object was accomplished, 
Michal Vaz, the Vicar General of the Bishop set about baptis¬ 
ing the Paravas all along the coast, in accordance with the 
agreement into which their representatives had entered. The 
result was that the entire Parava caste adopted the religion of 
their Portuguese deliverers, and received baptism. Thus 
began the christianising influence of the Mission. Ten years 
.later, towards the close of 1542, Francis Xavier, the celebrat¬ 
ed missionary appeared on the scene and laboured amongst 
the Paravas on the Tirunelveli coast for two more years. 
Going about from village to village with bell in hand, he 
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collected in every ‘village a large concourse of people, whom 
he proceeded to instruct and baptise by repeating the Creed 
of the Christian faith. 

In 1606 Robert de Nobile established the Jesuit mission 
in Madura. By this time, according to the Bishop of Cochin, 
the Christians numbered more than 60,000 in all the coast. 
And still the work progressed. But Nobile, was not content 
‘with the conversions of the Paravas. His ambition was to- 
claim converts from the higher castes and communities. He 
professed that he belonged to the nobility from Rome, was 
clad in saffron robes of a Hindu* Sanyasin, had his 
and auD«Rjri_^j practised mantras and yoga, learnt to speak 
the Tamil language fluently, practiced vegetarianism, fook 
food prepared by Brahmin and lived amongst them. These 
however it is said, did not help him much. By 1689-1690, 
the mission had established a congregation at Kamaiya- 
nayakan-patti village in the Ettaiyapuram Zamindari, and 
had also enlisted the active sympathy of their Zamindar, 
Kechila aga-vira Rama Ettappa Nayaka. He gave his help 
and sympathy to the mission priests. The course of 
missionary work, however, did not run smooth owing to the 
coming in of the Dutch, and the expulsion of the Portuguese 
from Tuticorin. 

This s^tled down to a quiet in about 1750. Constantius 
Beschi the celebrated missionary priest , of the ' Society of 
Jesus just then appeared on the scene. It was now 200 years 
after Xavier. Beschi was an Italian, born on the 8th 
November 1680. He became a member of the Society of 
Jesus in 1698 and commenced his missionary career .in 
Tirunelveli in 1710. Having arrived in India two years 
earlier, Beschi took up the garb of a Hindu Guru, wore white 
turbans, sandals on his feet, bore a staff in his hand, went in 
palanquin, sat cross legged on tiger skins and employed caste 
servants. His work however progressed. 

During the seven years that fee Stayed at Tirunelveli to 
begin his missionary life, he laid the foundation of his 
marvellous knowledge of Tamil and his still more marvellous 
skill in making use of the knowledge he acquired. A list of 
Beschi s numerous works in verse and prose, in Tamil and in 
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Latin, will be found in the Madras Literary Journal lot April 
1840. His greatest work, the Tembavani was published in 
1726. His Vethiyar Olukkam, an excellent prose work for 
the use of catechists was written in 1727. Then followed a 
series of writings, ‘ lexicons and grammars.’ Sathura- 
Akarathi is'the best known and almost the first of the Tamil 
dictionaries after the English model. He adopted a native 
name, Dhairyanq,ihaswamTyar, a translation of. his own 
Christian name Constantius, and; after the publication of 
Tembavani, the title By which he is now universally known 
Vira-maha-muni in Tamil, Virama-muni the great champion 
devotee: 

* He had various vicissitudes of fortune, as from 1736 to 
1740 he was employed as Dewan to Chanda Sahib, and had a 
grant of four villages in Trichinopoly district. As Chanda 
Sahib fell, he made his escape first to the Marava country, 
that is to Ramnad and then to the Tirunelveli coast where he 
took up his last abode at Manapar (Manapad-literally Manal- 
padu the sandy lagoon), then a Dutch possession, and a small 
trading town with a considerable Roman Catholic population 
far away from the reach of hostilities. Beschi was Rector 
of Manapar in 1744 and died in 1746 in the 66th year of his 
age and the 40th of his residence in India, and buried in the 
chancel of the Church. Some years after Beschi’s death' 
trouble began to gather round the mission of the Jesuits all 
over the world, until in 1838, the two Jesuit missionaries 
Father Martin and Duranquet arrived at Palamcottah to re¬ 
commence their ancient mission in Tirunelveli. 

The history of the missions of the church of England 
commenced in 1771. Just before the close of the 18th century, 
Swartz a man of apostolical simplicity, devotion and zeal 
first visited Palamcottah in 1778. The widow of a Brahman, 
Clorinda was baptised by him. Soon after, she set herself 
to erect a small church in the fort, through the help of two 
English gentlemen. Schwartz dedicated it to the worship of 
God. The congregation of it was 40 in 1780 and in conse¬ 
quence of it he sent from Tanjore an able catechist_Saiya- 

nathan to take care of it. H. Jaenicke, a German of the 
S.P.C.K. arrived and commenced his labours in Palamcottah, 
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and the congregation grew to 403. Jaenicke was not long 
spared as .he died in 1800. 

The most important event of the time was the com¬ 
mencement in 1797 of that movement towards Protestant 
Christianity amongst the Shanars in, Tirunelveli which has 
directly or indirectly contributed so largely to the improve¬ 
ment of the district, and which has been the precursor of so 
many similar movements in different parts of the country. 
The revival of Jaenicke's mission after years of neglect, by 
the arrival of missionaries of the Society for the propagation 
of the Gospel, and the establishment of the mission of the 
Church Missionary Society in Tirunelveli owing to the re¬ 
presentations and efforts of the Rev. J. Hough, Chaplain at 
Palamcottah from 1816 to 1820 gave good results. 

Bishop Caldwell was another S.P.G. Missionary and 
luminary, who in addition to his missionary work had 
immortalised himself with his linguistic studies by the publi¬ 
cation of ' 77^ Comparative Grammar of the Dravidian 
Languages. In recognition of his merits, the University of 
Glasgow conferred on the author the degree of LL.D., an 
honour which Durham followed up in 1873 with the degree 
of a Doctor of Divinity. Dr. Caldwell's next book produced 
in 1881 was his “ History of Tinnevelly "—published by the 
Madras Government at their expense. In. 1881 appeared 

.Dr. Caldwell’s last work_Record of the Early History of 

the Tinnevelly Mission of the S.P.C.K. and S.P.G. 

The work of Rev. Dr. G. U. Pope (1820-1907) who 
joined the Church of England and was employed under the 
auspices of the S.P.G. in Tirunelveli has to be referred to. 
fie came under the influence of the genius of the Tamil 
people, their language and literature while in Tirunelveli. 
He left for Oxford in 1880 and laboured for 20 years for 
Tamil. What he had achieved in the translations of the 
Kural, Naiadiyar and Tiruvachakam during his after labours 
in the University of Oxford is too well-known. And more 
than these, the Christian Mission owes him the work at 
Sawyerpuram, which he developed into the Chief S.P.G. 
Educational Centre. These missionary efforts were res- 
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ponsible for the subsequent conversions and the vast Chris¬ 
tianising work which has so far been achieved. 

Tirunelveli and its Men of Letters 

Of the three crowned heads of the South, the Pandya’s 
proud claim was that Tamil was born in his territory, and 
nurtured in his fame. The Pothigai Hills* was his, and it 
was famed as the abode of the Sage Agastya the Tamil Ma- 
munivar. He not only gave the Tamil language and its in¬ 
comparable grammar Aghattiam, (which save for a few of 
its sutrams is now lost) but also other outstanding works on 
medicine, alchemy, mystic theology and kindred arts and 
sciences held in great esteem. 

Notwithstanding Madura, being the capital city of the 
Pandyas, where the king resided with his galaxy of poets and 
authors and the Tamil Sangam,—(a collegium of men of 
letters, who gave their imprimateur to works they considered 
classical and gave the writer a place in their board) the other 
parts of the kingdom, especially the Thenpandi-Nadu G<56tsr 
urrewri#- mrr(S comprising the Tirunelveli country, prided in a 
number of literati famed for their writings. A number of 
theologians, also claim their nativity there. 

The lives of Saint Kumara-gurupara-szvamigal, the 
author of Kandhar-kalivenbha and other writings ; and 
Venrimalai Kavirayar, the author of Tiru-chendur-Stala- 
puranam have briefly been referred to infra. Saint Kumara- 
guruparaswami (1625-1688 A.D.) was a contemporary of 
Saint Tulsidas; and during his stay at Benares between the 
years 1658-1688 won the admiration of the Nawab of 

* Pothigai more commonly called Pothiyam, or Pothiva-ma-malai 
is a noble conical mountain, the highest in the Tirunelveli range of 
ghats, being 6,800 feet in height is regarded by poets as the dis¬ 
tinguishing mountain of the Pandyas. One of the titles of the Pandya 
kings being Lord of Pothiyam. It is usually called Agastyar’s hill 
from the tradition that the great rishi, when he retired from, the world 
after spreading the Tamil Culture took up his abode in its inacces¬ 
sible recesses. He is referred £o as the family priest of the Pandyas, 
also in Kalidasa’s Raghuvamsa. YI. 61, and in Irayanar Ahap-porul. 
There is a shrine to Agastya at Tlruchendur, near the Mudaliyar 
mantapa and where daily worship is conducted ; and a recent one 
consecrated to him at Chidambaram by Tiruvalar Y. Y. C. R. Muru- 
gesa Mudaliyar and inspired, by Sri la sri Sadhu Swamigal of Palani. 
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Benares, and Emperor Aurangazeb (1658-1707) at DelhL 
The latter granted him land, whereon he built and founded 
the Kumaraswami Mutt, also the kedar ghat on the bank of 
the Ganges with the Kedareswarer temple. Goddess Mee¬ 
nakshi at Madura appeared as a girl and sat and heard the 
«SHU[Bj(s 5 rb(DLo of i£(@Ll«Aum 60 ijou L?6n2sTT<$2i£ip (the lyri¬ 
cal verses on Sri Meenakshi). He acquired complete mastery 
of the Hindustani language by an invocation of <*6i)rr 

6ua)6$ LorrSsu to Sarasvati, the Goddess of learning. He won 
in a disputation with those learned in this language, and rode 
a lion to meet in audience the Emperor Aurangazeb. The 
Kasi Mutt at Tiruppanandal is his foundation in South India. 
Its benefactions are many, and for the endowments of its- 
present Head Srilasri Kasi Vasi Arul-nandi-Thambiran, see 
appendix. 

Nammalvar 

To name a few others, the first and probably the oldest 
of these was Nammalvar one of the twelve alvars and the 
founder of the Sri Vaishnava or Visisht-advaitha school of 
Hindu Theology. He was born at Kurugur on the southern 
bank of the Tambraparani, the modern Alvartirunagari (the 
holy city of the-Alvar), the place re-named as such in his- 
honour. 

The real name of the Alvar is Sadagopa and his father 
Kari-maran claimed to be a scion of the Pandya dynasty. 
Nammalvar as one of the twelve savants of the Vaishnava cult 
has contributed one thousand of the 4,000 verses of the liber 
sacrorum, the Nalayira-prabhandham or Tiruvoi-mozhi of 
the Vaishnavas. Even to this day the temple of Sri Adinatha- 
swami owes its interest to its association with Nammalvar. 
It is said that his parents, the king Maran Kari and his 
queen were childless, and prayed to Vishnu for a son. The 
god replied that he would answer their prayer and that he 
himself would be born to them. “ Like the coming of the 
rising Sun, decked with Vakula flowers,' ‘ the infant Nam¬ 
malvar was born and on the 11th day was taken to be bathed 
in the river, and there after presented in the temple of Adi- 
natha. It is said the Child refused to return home with its 
parents, and was left under the tamarind tree near by, which 
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exists to this day but bears no fruit. There the young God 
in man remained for 16 years, opening neither his mouth, 
nor eyes, rapt in meditation on the Lord Vishnu. In the end, 
Vishnu himself appeared before Nammalvar. So overjoyed 
was the disciple at the sight, that his voice broke forth into 
verse; and this it was that came to be known as the Praban- 
dham or Tiruvoimozhi “ the words of the sacred mouth,” 
the standard exposition of Vaishnava philosophy. The sage 
Madhura Kavi, who was at the time lying prostrate at the 
feet of the Alvar caught the verses from his master’s lips 
and gave them to the world. The result of recent research 
place the author in about the middle of the 8th century A.D. 

Peria Alvar and Sri Andal, are two of the Alvar- 
apostles of Vishnu who claim their nativity in Srivilliputtur. 
The first is Vishnu-Chittan or Pattar-Piran, and the second 
^ QuiBiuiri^eajirir QupQpQpop Qu<omri5l&crdafr ” two of the 
most honoured and loved of Vishnu’s saints. Their lives 
and works are patterns of life and Devotion, and should be 
studied in extenso in their devotional lyrics in the Nalayira 
Prabandham. 

Manavala Mamuni 

Manavala Mamuni was another notable Vaishnava as¬ 
cetic (1370-1443 A.C.), who claims his nativity at Alvar- 
tirunagari. He was the chief disciple of Tiruvoimoli Pillai. 
His principal works are his commentaries on 1. Periyalvar 
Tirumozhi; 2. Gnana Sara and Parameya Sara; (3) Pramana 
Therattu for Idu, and five others. He left eight great dis¬ 
ciples, each of whom was the founder of a line of apostles 
who have come to our own times. There is a mutt in his 
honour in the North Mada street of this sanctuary of the 
Vaishnava cult, a shrine in his honour at Pudukkudi alias 
Parankusanallur and a sanctuary in his name in the South 
and Uttara streets in Srirangam, which has continued so 
from his former residences here. 

Sivagnana-Munivar alias Sivagnana Yogis warar. 

Sivagnana-Munivar, a Vellala of Vikramasingapuram 
near Ambasamudram, was perhaps the greatest publicist of 
the truths of Saiva Siddhanta. While he was hardly five, he 
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chanced to meet in the street certain Tambirans of Tiruva- 
vaduthurai and invited them to his house. He accompanied 
them to the Mutt, where he sat at the feet of Velappa II, and 
mastered Saiva Siddhanta and Pandara Sastras and became 
a Thambiran. His works are referred to in the “ History of 
Tiruvavaduthurai Mutt” infra. His works are legion, the 
Dravida Maha-Bh'ashyam, being the monument of the 
author’s scholarship. There is a mutt and library perpetuat¬ 
ing his memory in the land of his nativity at Vikramasinga- 
puram, and, where annual conferences are arranged by one 
of his descendants Tiru: Sivagnanam Pillai, an advocate of 
Ambasamudram. Sivagnana-Munivar was a great thinker, 
commentator, philosopher, poet, grammarian and controvers¬ 
ialist. He had a number of disciples of whom Kachiappa 
Munivar, Chidambaranatha Munivar, Thottikkalai Subrah- 
manya Munivar and Ramnad Somasundaram Pillai may be 
mentioned. 

Villiputturar 

Villiputturar is another native of Tirunelveli district. 
His valued contribution was a Tamil poetical version of the 
Mahabharatha. He was a Vaishnava Brahmin by birth and 
known as Sarva Bhauma Ayyangar. Either because the 
work was written at Srivilliputtur or that he belonged to that 
place he came to be known,as Villiputturar. The date of the 
author of this work is not known, and possibly he flourished 
about 200 years ago in the age of the Nayak rulers of 
Madura. 

Parimelalagar 

Another literary luminary belonging to Tirunelveli 
whose name claims to occupy a place in the literary history 
of the Tamil country is Parimelalagar a commentator on the 
Rural. His name is here placed to class among the literati 
of the first merit as his 60 rr or commentary is deemed 
the first of its kind. The more is the reason also, that in 
the common opinion of the Tamils the best of all poems is 
Tiruvalluvar’s Rural, and the best of all commentaries is 
Parimelalagar’s commentary thereon. The date of the writer 
is unknown. He is believed by some to have lived in the 
Karisalkadu or black cotton soil country in the northern parts 
of Tirunelveli. 
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The Tirunelveli District has also been famous in contri¬ 
buting a parambarai of literati known as Kaviroyars and who 
had contributed very largely to the abounding literature of 
the period. Among whom may be mentioned Tirukuta Raj- 
appa Kaviroyar, whose and fourteen 

prabandhas are popular. Nalla Veerappa Kaviroyar of 
Ramnad, Sankaramurti Pulavar of Tuticorin are a few 
among many others. Mention has also to be made that this , 
portion of the country has been foremost in fostering the 
ancient Cadjan manuscripts of the Tamil classics, and which 
had largely supplied them to Maha-maho-padhyaya V. Swami- 
nathayyar Avergal, and but for whose early and memorable 
labours, the Tamil classics might still be a sealed book of the 
Tamils. 

A Note: 

* Vide Epi: Rep.: 1912 p. 75. One of the temple inscriptions 
speaks of a shrine to Nakkira deva (p. 17, infra) bespeaking highly 
of the literary atmosphere of the times when famous poets were 
idolised and worshipped as Saints in shrines specially built for them. 
This shrine is non-existent now possibly left over in the recent renova¬ 
tions. A recent one in the first prakara of the temple is that for Saint 
Arunagirinathar, the author of Tiruppugazh. It is significant that in 
the locality, there is a shrine for Sage; Agastya—bn the way leading 
to the temple. Mention has also to be made here to the temple of 
Uttara Valutheeswarar at Perungulam six miles from Arumuga 
Mangalam near Eral, where in that temple built in remembrance of 
the reigning King Ukkira Pandya—the figures of the 49 Sangam 
poets are installed and receive worship. The great Temple at Madura 
has likewise the Poets corner, the Sangam Irunthar Kott —«jp & & 
iBqjjtBprnr QesfruSIsd on the northern-western comer of the first 
prakara of the Sundareswarar temple, and here the poets and Shiva 
Linga receive daily worship. 

THIRU-CHEER-ALAIVAI* 

in Tiru-murug-arrup-padai 

Muruga with his six faces and twelve hands as Shan- 
mukha graces Tiru-Cheer-Alaivai: Tiruchendur. The poet 
describes the coming in of Muruga borne by *9 essfl (Lp * th 
the celestial elephant and of the special attributes of his faces 
and arms. 

II. 78-88. Muruga comes “borne aloft on elephant, swiftly 
striding, irresistible as death, fleet as the risen wind, on 

*Vide : Studies and Translations—Sir Ponnambalam Arana- 
chalam 1937. 
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whose brow, scarred deep with sharp goad, unfading wreaths 
and medals toss, and bells of alternate peal ring on either 
side,—beauteous gems of changing sheen flash like lightning 
On His. crown, five shapes in one and wrought consummately; 
bright pendant ear-rings of varied work shine like stars 
clinging aropnd the moon, shedder of light on far lands. 

89-102. In the minds of sages who with unfaltering 
devotion follow their own life, visions arise of His glorious 
•faces: One face spreadeth afar • rays of light, perfectly 
lighting the world’s dense darkness; one face with gracious 
love seeking, granteth the prayers of His beloved devotees: 
one face watcheth over the sacrificial rites of the peaceful ones 
who fail not in the way of the Scriptures; one face searcheth 
and pleasantly expoundeth hidden meanings,, illumining every 
quarter like the moon ; one face with wrath, mind filling, 
equality ceasing, wipeth away his foes and celebrateth the 
battle sacrifice ; one dwelleth smiling with slender waisted 
Veda maid, pure-hearted Valli. 

103-126. Twice three faces thus each its part fulfill. On 
His shoulders erect,—where rosy dines stretch from broad, 
beautiful medalled breast and where rest luminous weapons, 
glorious in His strength, having pierced the breasts of foes, 
—one arm is raised to guard the sires that mdve in the 
heavenly sphere ; one arm wields the elephant-goad, one arm 
rests on well-clad thigh ; two- arms whirl the lance and 
beauteous, broad shield, one arm on the breast shines ; one 
with garlands is decked, one arm with armlet decked is waved 
aloft ; one arm tolls with double peal syveet bell ; one* arm 
sheds plenteous rain from the dark blue clouds ; one arm 
crowns celestial maids with wedding wreaths ; thus twelve 
arms their due parts performing, diverse celestial drums 
sounding, strong horns blowing loud, drum and white conch 
filce thunder resounding, peacock of varied plumes from His 
victorious banner ’calling, He speedeth across the heavens to 
all-praised, beauteous Alai-vai.”* 


*Alai-vai—the sacred spot of the everlasting waves—Tiruehendur 
—vide also p. 5. 

Note: The text of the Poem immediately follows. 
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SRI ADI SANKARACHARYA’S 
SUBRAHMANYA BHUJANGA : 

An Introductory Note by 
Tiruppugazhmani, Rajyasevapravina 
T. M. Krishnaswami Ayyar. 

Subrahmanya Bhujanga stotra of Sri Sankaracharya is 
a production of rare merit invaluable to the seeker of the 
grace of Lord Kumara.* In the concentrated meditation of 
His divine form the heart of the great Sankaracharya took 
flood and over the flood of his piety the Bhujanga Stotra 
floated forth in verse. The very beginning connotes the 
psychology of its birth. Forgetful of the self and hence of 
all acquired knowledge and mastery of learning and poesy 
stood the Great World Teacher before the altar of Sri 
Shanmugha at Tiruchendur. The Lord entered His heart, 
verses flowed. The Acharya knew not. This Stotra, even 
as the Bhujanga Stotra is the outcome of the Acharya’s 
ecstasy. It is the high road that connects the human mind 
with the divine ecstasy. An earnest recital of the stotra, 
repeated with zest and earnestness induces the ecstasy of 
which it is the product. This is the value of the great works 
of Atma Anubhava of the Great ones. The Bhavas and the 
philosophy bear instructive analogy to the Anubhuthi of Sri 
Arunagiri. God Subrahmanya is the one God for all, of all 
castes and creeds inclusive of the out-castes and un-touchables 
so called. Through His Grace man can effect the conquest 
of His senses and by attuning His will with the Supreme 
become the master of His fate and the rich recipient of 
Divine Bliss. This theme of the Skanda Purana is found 
replete in this Bhujanga Stotra. May the World profit by 
this publication. 

THE SUBRAHMANYA ASHTOTRA 

To this is added the Ashtotra _108 names of the Lord 

descriptive of His powers, Form, mercy and achievements. 
Even one recital every day is bound to produce a harmonious 
and equable mental atmosphere, which is the true sine quo 
non of a successful life. The Great Ones have blessed the 
World with these stotras that with their aid people may 
ascend to- the heights of Ecstasy from which they sprang. 
Will they be disappointed in this or the succeeding genera¬ 
tions ? Let humanity answer. 
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(8j§&rTlU BUS 
of,Gnr(y >&,tuj But 
ufrei>Qis^jretv-o^mj blq § 
utruQsa bus (6) 

tSii&Grrtruj bus 
stypfsI&iT 6tv'®sor(ilexj iblcs 
\ j-$\&eurr$ui)<Gr)UJ bu >g 
jS&Beipi—LiggmL) bu% 
peSGpe&jrQem'pinriLj bus (10) 
L ro&fdpjr.rruj bus 
i$u8lprr<A\uiru@)g>gj)Uj mu s 
prrjTarrsrv-njr 

eroth^arnfiGem rsu S 
jrG><abp.rru6i eSurr^^iu bus 
upprriu mug (15) 

ujrupprruj mu% 

G-Gorupp/ruj ibus 


&th 


srv~°j6®erVGkuj 

etB~airsif.smu eui 
(2jBQj(2ercga)up(2iLJ /But 
ujrrrggQjmu cut 
iX0uiretr(S<su ibu g 
uapajp6rt)6i)iriLJ ibu g 
e_o> rrav-op/ruj bus 
UV&@& irrriu bus 
< 8)U/rjrrrtu mu g . 
<iQ]rerr^^^/rjr^)iLi bus 
Q6ID^)SOt(oILJ bus 
^ l&eaRggearuGeor bu% 
eSuQr&rriu bus 
iSomi'SiTrrpufgmu bus 
uS\6vsh<sijrrL£IQsar bus 
<G 6atjr6kGurruSKoGBr bus 
M tTGU&CGumEKSsBT bus 
6ref&)ptg)iu bus 
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(25) 


( 30 ) 


80 



®LD 
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A SHORT HISTORY OF 

THE THIRUVAVADUTHURAI ADHINAM 
OF THIRUKKAILAYA PARAMBARAI 


Thiruvavaduthurai is one of the holy shrines of Siva, 
hallowed by the worship and 4 works * of the Saiva Nayan- 
mars. It is situate in the Chola Country (Tanjore District), 
in between Mayavaram and Kumbakonam on the southern 
bank of Cauveri. The great Mother Umadevi, who had been, 
according to a popular legend, transfigured into a Pasu 
(cow) is said to have regained her original form after a 
worship at this shrine. It was again at this place that the 
immortal Saint Thirumular lived in Yoga for three thousand 
years and composed his work of three thousand stanzas on 
Saivite Mysticism and philosophy. Legend has it that this 
shrine owes its origin to Saint Thirumaligai Thevar who was 
favoured and blessed by his Guru, Bogha Nathar at this 
place. This place is also ' known as * Navakoti Sittavada- 
puram ’ on account of the legend that nine crores of Siddhars 
have lived and flourished here. Above all it was at-this 
shrine the famous Saint Gnanasambandar prayed for and 
was favoured with one thousand gold coins to help his father 
to perform yagas. 

The great Sage who had the grace to found a Saiva Mutt 
in this place was Sri Namasivaya Murthigal. The learned 
and lovely Nandi approached his Master on Mount Kailas, 
the great Parameswara and submitted to him as follows : 
“ Oh, my Lord and Master, I find in the Saiva Agam^s given 
by you that the eternal verities (Nitya-Patharthams) are 
variously enumerated as seven, six, five, four and three. I 
am unable to know what exactly is the number. May I pray 
to you in all humility to clarify the truth to me ? ” “ Right 
was your request ” exclaimed the Lord with pleasure and said 
“ There is a chapter on ‘ Sivagnanabodham ’ in Rourava 
Agama wherein alone is contained an exact and correct ex¬ 
planation of all the otller Saiva Agamas. Let us now explain 





and impact it to you, “ so saying Lord Siva initiated Nandi 
into that mysterious teaching of Sivagnanabodham; the latter 
who learnt it was mightily pleased, for now ail his doubts* had 
been cleared. Then he taught these truths to Sanatkumara, 
the best among his pupils. He in his turn taught them to 
Satyagnanadarsini who in his turn gave them to Paranjothi 
Munivar. Hence, these four Gurus from Nandi downwards 
are known.as Aha-Santhanathars; (inner circle of Santhana- 
charyas) and Deva-santhanathar. There was one Achutha¬ 
kalappalar in the towrn of Pennagadam in the Nadu-nadu. 
Being childless for a long time, he expressed his grievance to 
his Guru Arulnandi Sivacharyar. The latter, in order to know 
God’s will, as was the custom then, and as is so even now 
in some families, opened the Thevara Hymns at random by 
means of inserting a thread. The stanza that was opened 
was the one in the Thiruvenkadu Thirupathigam. As direct¬ 
ed by that stanza Achuthakalappalar and his spouse took 
themselves to Thiruvenkadu and scrupulously spent their time 
in having daily oblations in the three holy tanks and per¬ 
forming the worship of Swetavaneswara and His spouse. 
God Siva answered his servant’s prayer and the wife of 
Achuthakalappalar soon gave birth to a superb little male 
child. This dearest gift of the Lord was duly christened 
after the Lord of that Temple, i.c., Swethavanaperumal and 
the proud parents returned with their babe to their own 
native place. After thus they had reached home, one 
Kangeya Bhupathy, the boy child’s maternal uncle, paid them 
a visit from Thiruvennainallur. Amazed at the child and 
attracted by its beauty and grace, the maternal uncle took 
away the child himself and brought him up as his ow r n. The 

wonderful boy_the gift of Lord Siva_was fast growing in 

his uncle’s home. In the meanwhile, the last of the four Aha- 
santhanathar Paranjothi Munivar was one day on a airy way 
to Agasthia Munivar on the Pothigai Hills. When he was 
passing over Thiruvennainallur, the Sage spied this superb 

child of two years_Swetavanaperhmal at play in the streets 

of the place. First he was charmed by the singular beauty of 
the child and then he found out that the child’s was a rare 
soul of ripeness ready for beatitude. Hence he took the child 
aside and initiated and fitted him with Sivadceksha, named 
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him Meikandar in memory of his own Guru and taught and 
instructed him the sacred Sivagnanabotham he had himself 
received before. This kind act of benevolence came from 
him with a view to cater to the spiritual needs of mortals. 

This Child-Saint of Thiruvennainallur, so rich with the 
benediction of a sublime Sage and saturated with the philo¬ 
sophy of Agamantam, thought about these truths and got 
them perfectly crystallised. Then he set about translating 
into sententious abstruse Tamil his Sivagnanabotham in the 
shape of twelve Sutras, to which of course he added what is 
called Varthika Commentary. On hearing of this, Arulnandi 
Sivacharya of Thiruthuraiyur reached Thiruvennainallur and 
falling at the feet of this divine prodigy prayed for being 
accepted as his pupil and initiated into the truths. Meikandar, 
the child-Guru gave Deeksha to this man-pupil who was also 
his main pupil and taught him the truths as contained in his 
Sivagnanabotham. Then he ordered his learned pupil to 
compose 'a treatise in Tamil poetry as an explanatory and 
commentary on his original Sivagnanabotham. Accordingly 
were composed by Arulnandi, “ Sivagnana Siddhiar ” and 
“ Irupa Irupahthu ”. 

One Maraignanasambandar who had been born at 
Marudur in the gothra of Parasara Munivar, and, who was 
later on living at Pennagadam, repaired to Arulnandi Siva- 
chariar and was given the initiation first and then was taught 
all the truths as contained in Sivagnanabotham, Sivagnana 
Siddhiar and Irupa Irupahthu. After this he was in samadhi 
in the Sannadhi of Brahmadisar at Thirukkalancheri to the 
west of Chidambaram. 

There was a person by name Umapathi Sivachariar born 
at Chidambaram amon£ the holy tribe of the Thillai Brahmin 
Deekshitars. He approached Maraignanasambandar in all 
humility and being found by the latter fit enough for the 
Truths, he was duly initiated and then taught all the Tamil 
works, i.e Sivagnanabotham, Sivagnanasiddhiar, Irupa 
Irupahthu, etc. And having thus learnt it all, he for his part 
contributed his share to the further elucidation of the great 
Siddhantic mysticism by composing on similar lines in excel¬ 
lent Tamil verses eighb brilliant treatises. They are : “Siva- 
prakasam ”, “ Thiruvarutpayan ”, “ Nenju-vidu Thoothu ”, 
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“Potri Pahlthodai”, “Unmai Neri Vilakkam”, “Kodikkavi”, 
“ Vina Venba ” and “ Sankarpa Viharanam He also wrote 
a commentary in Sanskrit on the Gnanapatham in Poushkara 
Upanishad, and also some other works. 

Arulnamasivayar, another pupil learnt about the great¬ 
ness of the previously mentioned Guru, Umapathi Siva- 
chariar, who was then at Kotravangudi a little to the east of 
Chidambaram and after being duly initiated by him, he learnt 
from the latter all the works on Saiva Siddhantam so far 
composed by his Guru and his predecessors alike. He also 
was living at Kotravangudi. 

Sivaprakasar, a Siddhar, who was living variously at 
both Vedaraiiyam and Thiruvavaduthurai became, a disciple 
of Arulnamasivayar and after being initiated he was taught 
all the works from Sivagnanabotham downwards and was in 
nishtai at Chidambaram. 

After sometime the said Sivaprakasar was once going 
from Chidambaram to Thiruvavaduthurai. On his way at 
Muvalur, he came across one Vaidvanathar, a member of the 
Vellala community, who, on account of his supreme luck 
prostrated at the former’s feet and begged to be taught the 
Truth. Siddhar Sivaprakasar, seeing the ripeness of his soul 
to receive the eternal truth, duly initiated Vaidyanathar, 
christened him after his own Guru as “ Namasivayan ” and 
taught him all the Siddhantic works usually taught in his 
“ parampara ”. And this Namasivayar lived in the room at 
Thiruvavaduthurai, as ordained by his Siddha Guru Siva¬ 
prakasar and duly founded the Adhinam to perpetuate and 
preach the Sivagnanabodha Saiva Siddhantam in a lineal 
succession in the world. The truth of the origin of this 
parampara is found in a stanza by Dakshinamurthi Desikar. 

Since this Adhinam was established by Namasivaya 
Paramacharya, this has come to be known also as the 
“Panchakshara Desikathinam The succession of Saints 
from Meikandar upto Namasivayar is called Bhutha Param- 
barai. And both the “ Deva Parambarai ” mentioned previ¬ 
ously and this “ Bhutha Parambarai ” together are called 
Upadesa Parambarai ”. The following succession of Saints 
is called “ Abisheka Parambarai 
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SRI namasivaya murthts time 

The time when Sri Umapathi Sivachariyar wrote his 
“ Sankarpa Niraharanam ” is said to be 1235 in “ Salivahana 
Sahaptam ” in that work itself. Since the Salivahana 
Sahaptam year now is 1869, it is to be calculated that Sri 
Umapathi Sivachariyar lived about 600 years ago. From 
the words of Meignana Munivar in his “ Thiruvizhimizhalai 
Puranam ” we learn that he lived three hundred years ago. 
And he was the pupil of Sri Maraignana Desikar who had 
himself been the pupil of Namasivaya Desikar. Hence it 
may be stated that Sri Namasivayar’s age must be placed in 
between these two limits. The tradition that Sivagira Yogi- 
gal who had founded the Survanarkovil Adhinam of “Skanda 
Parambarai” had gone over to Thiruvavaduthurai and spent 
some pleasant time with this Namasivaya Thambiran may 
help us to decide his time in so far as we know that the 
former is understood to have lived during the time of the 
Tanjore Kings. 

THE HISTORY OF LATER ACHARYAS 

After Sri Namasivaya Murthi, Sri Maraignana Samban- 
dar and after him, Sri Ambalavana Desikar, had been 
conducting the Adhinam as its successive Heads. Among 
them, Sri Ambalavana Desikar wrote “ Dasa Karyam ”, 
“ Sanmarga Siddhiar ”, “ Sivacharana Thelivu ”, “ Siddhanta 
Pahlthodai”, “Siddhanta Sigamani”, “Upaya Nittai Venba”, 
“ Nittai Vilakkam ”, “ Upadesa Venba ”, “ Namasivaya 

Malai ”, “ Pashanda Niraharanam ”, etc. During the reign 
of the fourth Head in the succession, namely Sri Rudrakodi 
Desikar, the then Madura Naik, Sevvandiappa Naiker in 
appreciation of the Desikar’s greatness and the spiritual great¬ 
ness of one Isana Thambiran built for that Adhinam splendid 
Mutts in eight places like Papavinasam, Thiruppudai Maru- 
dur, Thirunelvely, Valjiyur, etc., and also endowed the 
necessary number of villages for their upkeep. 

It was from that time onwards that the Adhinam began 
to receive huge incomes. Thus, the time when the Naik 
King endowed the properties to the Adhinam was between 
5 



1537 to 1543 of Salivahana Sahaptam. Then came Sri 
Velappa Desikar, fifth in succession, and then two successors 
of the same name Sri Kumaraswamy Desikar (sixth and 
seventh Heads). Then came Sri Masilamani Desikar 
(eighth), Sri Swaminatha Desikar, who had studied under 
the said Masilamani Desikar, wrote five excellent works in 
Tamil such as “ Kadampavana Puranam ”, “ Thiruchendur 
Kalambakam ”, “ Ilakkana Kothu ”, “ Sivagnanabodha Soo- 
rana Kothu ” and “ Dasa Karyam 

His pupil Namasivaya Pulavar of Tirunelvely wrote 
a new commentary on “ Nannool ” (a work on Tamil 
grammar). The above said Masilamani Desikar is also said 
to have converted 'the brackish water in a well at Thiruven- 
gadu into pure drinking water by way of illustrating the 
efficacy of Maheswara Puja (worship of Siva Bakthas) at 
the instance of the then ruling Raja of Tanjore. 

The ninth in succession was Sri Ramalinga Desikar and 
the tenth in succession was Sri Velappa Desikar. It was 
during the period of this Sri Velappa Desikar that the famous 
and ingenious Sri Madhava Sivagnana Yogigal flourished. 
He had been the pupil of Sri Porur Velappa Swamigal who 
was then the heir apparent to the Holy See (Chinnapattam) 
and who was presiding over the Mutt at Suchindram ; Siva¬ 
gnana Yogigal had also been initiated and given the robes of 
a Sanyasin by the latter. And this Sivagnana Yogigal was 
the reputed author of such rare and brilliant works like 
“ Mahabashyam ” in Tamil, i.e., a learned commentary 
on Sivagnanabodham, a minor commentary on the same, a 
paraphrase of Sivagnana Siddhiar, the first canto of Kanchi 
Puranam, Tholkappia Sutra Viruthi and Sivathathuva 
Vivekam. He had also the unique honour of teaching Tamil 
and Saiva Siddhantam to such brilliant pupil as Kachiappa 
Munivar. He bears an honoured name also as the Dravida 
Maha Bashyakarar since he fulfilled the need of a Bashyam 
in Tamil. Sivagnana Yogigal’s seryices have been largely 
responsible for what larger popularity Saiva Siddhantam has 
in Tamil-Nad to-day. 

Sri Velappa Desikar who was the‘eleventh Head in the 
succession was the author of Pariyalur Puranam. And his 
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pupil by name Sastram Sri Swaminatha Thambiran wrote the 
Thiruvavaduthurai Puranam. Sri Thiruchittrambala Desikar, 
the twelfth Head of this Adhinam, while he was returning 
from his pilgrimage to Rameswaram, halted on the way at 
Ramnad. On the request of the then Setupathi to do some¬ 
thing for the land which was then suffering from severe 
draught due to failure of rains, this great Sivayogin perform¬ 
ed the Puja of Sri Gnana Nataraja and went into Yoga 
Nishta. As a result of his severe tapas showers of rain 
descended from the sky and made the country live and 
prosper. No wonder then that the Setupathi endowed and 
gifted many a village in inam to the Holy See of Thiruva¬ 
vaduthurai. It was during his period that the junior See 
shifted to the Mutt at Kallidaikurichi from Suchindram. 
Then followed as the Head of the Holy See Sri Ambalavana 
Desikar as the thirteenth in succession. The fourteenth Head 
was Sri Subramanya Desikar and the fifteenth Sri Ambala¬ 
vana Desikar. Similarly, the sixteenth in succession was also 
a Subramanya Desikar. Among them Sri Subramanya Desikar 
was responsible for a word for word Notes which closely 
followed Sivagnana Yogigal’s able Paraphrase for Sivagnana 
Siddhiar. It was during this Subramanya Desikar’s reign 
that the ablest and most erudite of Tamil scholars and poets 
Sri Sabapathi Navalar and Sri Meenakshi Sundaram Pillai, 
popularly called the Maha Vidhvan were adorning and illu¬ 
minating the Adhinam as a whole. Then came to the See 
the seventeenth in succession, Sri Ambalavana Desikar and 
the eighteenth in succession Sri Subramanya Desikar. Sri 
Vaidyalinga Desikar was the nineteenth Head of the 
Adhinam. 

And now', the present Head of the Adhinam is His Holi¬ 
ness Sri la Sri Ambalavana Desikar who ascended the Holy 
Gadi in November 1937, and w'ho is reigning over the religi¬ 
ous dominion with rare splendour and success. He has been 
responsible for the establishment of many a school and 
library. The Kumbabishekam ceremony of a number of holy 
shrines of Siva has owed its success to his munificence. He 
has the genius to read the sign of the times and thus many 
are his magnificent gifts to sabhas and Tamil Kazhakams. 
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During the oecaaons of the anniversary celebration, of the 
original founder of the Holy See, the present Head of the 
Adhinam convokes the assembly of pandits and scholars and 
promotes learning by liberally giving them presents. Many 
are the literary works of the Adhinam which under his 
vigilant supervision get published very often. His discerning 
services to the public at large are legion. 

Saivaism and Tamil are the sacred wards of this Holy 
Adhinam of Thiruvavaduthurai and may His reign of grace 
and kindness continue and last for ever and confer beatitude 
on all. 
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sumfreSuBqijm &G5TQ»zr6nT u gj&fresTruTLLu&ni SULP&&T^edsisr , c Qf6ijir 
areoib js&an&iuir&ir &t60Qidgjt u6tn&Qi#ibinr& upjB$du3£b 
QpftjSeSie. ir, «jy aair 6D(Jid urijmin&suriU Qpir&j^sar aireouitr^tb. 

ilstnij^ ^ffufliuf supip 

1, u$ minUdeuiriU (y>ir i $J sI&lL(9)Lj iSlek 2, yrf i&6ts> jD^rasr 
(J / sS©«0ii> ,_gyfflj0<40U ^eor 3. ^ ^ibueOevirssrr (S^^aQ^ib 
& ^SsOeuiramra eSI^pi^i &»#6ipirmp utRuireO&snb 
Q&tLi'gj ewB&iriram. ^suira^m^err u$ ^ibu 60 suit soar (S^Hdair 
■S+atrifittnb, &&niLirir&a &6utr&§hriLpQ&<sft6if, 

<&irm&u UooQ^firoii, UdmjsstriBjB ©«JTu)6auf?, n^uititi i8d.6a>i-. 
Qeushruir, /BiLani— sfilmaatb) &_u(8£& Qsueixirur , 

LDr&o, xld&@6utiu idt&o, urttyesoTL- iShrtrarsssrib oppeShn 
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jj/TrtS&ir 'gjqrjeiR&QettJ jsirr&sir. gisSgt&i uiLl*. $ $63(3® j 
^ $M){tpir $ $ (B^^err *rifHuib, ti-uQp&u u&Qqrjoau. 
Qiuebr agjib g^ram® jpreo&Ssrr c ^y 06 rf?«£Q<*ui/ < £/r/r<*®rr. 

c sg > $6or$$60 iBitGfr&irnU'gi m&ir&ibtQ prmiLra 4. l$ iU(W)$$cr 

(stairs (S&Q&ir 6rQ£ni i £(TTj6ifhi9(7r)iB i gi @$&irr5& esx<SF6uib (Buexfi 
6uqr)iBJ*ir60 t 3$9L> $gi$ '&tbi9rirasr&6ft&> 6^0Q/0-/r©tcf 

ijfi ff £ ir ear $ ^ibLSlinr&sr^i m S gold sin ujulild LD&tr & k>!@&tran $ $&w 

QuQ^6snjosnitJiLjLL lAgiGmirJ' Q&GuexjmJBojuu iBiriusIb 

urusQtoir&LD, r S®UL/finL to 0 girir, Q^GusueO, $(/^Q»9!)(B6iJ66l t 
(ipiruuiBir®, 6U err srfl u^ir , «<sjr soft ujjt 0 to/fl, &@ib$rQu>6argg)jtb 

qtlL® dstt ir & off) 6pi ib LDL-freOUJii) c-pf an ld $ gi ^eu JD $ jo® (Bsugsot 
® u> Sinru)iBi6S(6r^ib <= z>i6tf)$ i 36orir. ^sareOib Qp&eo ^$ear$ 
$JD<$u QuirQ^erreuQ^sufriu sr/ duu.$ Q&ri—rEiSljb<2». £§/ bi isj asr ib 

IbTlU&ir © gr IT LD <P T <* &XLb Q&lil g] Q 65 IT ® $ & gj & T 6# 611 IT <£ GOT <* <£ Lb 

1537 Qp&60 1543 Q/)t^iU6y6Tr6rr &rr60LDir 0ii>. ^euirdSLL^u tSear 

5 Utff Q 6X160 LJ LJ (? r i5^d60O», lS 60T 6,7 LJ$(9jlBir(r&6UirL£l (S i £&&ir 
6T60TJD Q U UJ if) GST T ^0010(1), i9 6BT 8 & ft & 60 IT UX 6stf) ($0@<£(gih 

^6xj6urr $m i3 t-/r $u $ $iu $6sxp ' = 9j60/n6ifl$$Q2iB t ,tirir<xerr. 
rg)®^ urfjmir& 60 iriD 6 sisfl (B#iEjairt9(B6i?>diib Qujdjd l$ 
66-6Uir lB® rr j$ Q <£@\&ir si—ibuiBir pLj(rir6MTix>, $(if)4 : G)&ih$p a gold 
uaux, @j60&&6&rr&Qafr i £'gi, ^sut^iresrCSur& r& } ir6mfl<asQ&ir <s 0 >, 
p& & ir if) uj tb <oT6ot szyib ^m^SsurtLfib ^(T^srfl^Q^uj^/nfdseir. g su 
trgi u>ramps air $(rpQiseo(BeueQs siejsit mux&&6ijruju i^606ur 
iB6or emir &pi<Sf^u Lj& < gi6mr eu(^$^irir. y$uDr@60irui6ovfl (B^^str 
^ 01 soxs tu ir & ir Qsu&mQQ&triLut^. iLtrQs&rSur y,msu96or 
QuQJjGfUA eQ 6IT <5b 0 Qfi<£$ ^tTSST } $(OjQ611 SOOT & f iLtp. g£j6TT 61T 

*L.6i//r<sS ! 6wr pern jd iB'jpj&trs ©63ar0<* ux/rjbj&earir. ^ uur60 
9 ^JTlL66i!EJS (? < S^«0LD 10 U$(36U60UU ($0@a(Tfjlb 
ujir *6tr nr& qjxssi jdQiLi ^LLirih^i gd&sij &qi)iLutfhjireDesT u> 

Q&uj gj6uih^irirs err . ^j€uira(6T^6Tr Ljifj(§aj60uu &6urLB 

£ 6rr 6S/T60$$60 $60 &6&6OTUUlLl—$$60 CT(LQm 

i &QT)6rTiu9(rf)m p (Su(t^ir (Bsuecuu ^eutiSl^eifit— $ $60 

$65)&fylLfti) &/bl8ltir&(ipU> Q U JD JD ufijlLt£6a& ^6U^T66r 

Gtujir®&6rr &6u<znj rear Quit p $ $ fiiBtfieO uxatrurr ei?.uj 

Qpih @ jb'gy&nTIL/ ib Q&ili ) &(rTj6tfiiti(B&ir(j)) & su <05 r 6sr &$$ 

tuir(iT)&(9j ^00)0/5^6^637 ($iurifluLj6t»[r f &tr<6a&)uLj[nr6Bor Qpfijb 
atrstmt-ib, Qpreo&rut9iu& (&}$$r eQ(^$$ t i &ir&a&/a&ir4Sih 
^fsar 6muuLLLs.iuiEJS6ifl6ar QuiirifiQutuiruLf, &6u gisu e&Geudiib 
(tp 'geSluj u60 ^/T606s8srr 65&&ttiLiUQp6ofi6u/r 

Qp&sSlaj /56orti)/r^)<s«/f , «SE(B)5 < *0^ Gnx&eu&^jtiriB&Qptb jBiBqgtb 
(3uir$$ / £(rr l 6fi(65)ir45 6rr. @j6Hir&6b ^tSltfiei) uire^tLLBI6060r$<gtojS 
0602 JD GUI UJ fi}d£>6BJ 6V)LDlUir60 $J ITgSl^ LD6S IT U IT Gl^UJ <35 ITtGiT 6BT Jpl 

&jduiS> $g!& Q&trsoeou u®&(njrr 6 s 6 rr. ^j6ar60xp6S^$ 
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mriL +60 «©*« V&0jsrrn i &u> r@&op^(yuugj gjj&ltmar Q&ibjtq} 
erfitu (Ju 0 u«/rir ji'SirGeo uj(tu>. u J£ Garten g/ tn<stf 3ni8&rear 
a>ir* ^(^ 1 / 6 ^ 06 )^ 090 ®^ y>f 'JsveOuu (8 i &&&ir uj&iugpnru 
LfrrG&sr&6to l= jjf0srf?«FQ<yo!/^/r/r«6rr. ^«i//f«6rr ibr<gso)33r3r£ 
jdtnb 3(t£lKtr t s^ pinSjiresr suits err ^(ri)6urr6u(G ^isa> jd& ^S60 
Lfrltssarib un^^irs&r. i9asr jd JDibueo Qf&setr 

ear & / £&0eurru9(rT)ik giaa&Gu&p&rm $$ 60 ) psuerrir & gisuk /frrr36rr 
(§]Guires6ir 3Tib G3sar iSibei<ifilu9 60 G^^nDsarearir 

&ib ibitlLi^qo u>6topu96060trib6d(n) uu 6&>&& GrfldH33p G&&3 

8t6±J!T lB 367T (6J IT SOT lb It K L-T IT IT y«Dgg6©££/ sB U 6UQfi fl)£ Q+tUgl 

JsZujrearurtrrr GiUQgm fiqjjsif) uQ^m firir36ir. @)6xiir36rrgi jsQuir 

U>S)6tolhlUrG0 b-l-GSr ID 63 ) Lp QutUgJ IBIT® Q&(fl p J5gl. '£}&&) •) 
ibmib&ipia& Q&gjLD&srGoriir ^SfojgsarpJD(9j& tfirev iDtreafhu ®/nr 
tDrsjserr u60 GsirQ&gi e_ i $6ti!sjrfr. ^^sar^ ^3 &6ar got u ulL 
i—#£)jb(!9) a-ifhu sk) i &rdaTLn 3@ih$tr & jSedQibgj «a)6$63)i_« 

@,/j9<£©<*0 LD/rJDJDUUlLl^^J <§) 61/ IT 3 6TT <5 T60&j@(d60UJTib. 

^juuirso 13. urfl ib u 60 gu it star 3 p&3(jrjtb 14. u$&ui9r 
lD60ofttLl 3&&6 E0/i> 15. U$ £flbu 6061) IT 600T 3 & © <* 0 LD 16. yf 

3U iBlTlDGOofluJ (J # tf©dS0O) ^ $ 60T & flSo060ilL ^ITIEJ Si 9 607 3611 

& t $0rr!E&tb 3u60ofi 6ui^irir36tr. barm, err u$ 3u t9ru>6orihL 

G^ffisir ©GJ0/T6O7 3i & §}djr ($&(§& ©a/^rsjj- 3tuirS36Tr ^ 
GuirifijL/eaxr&DUj& &(lq«Qu u uSujjbjf} tU(TT)6ifl(60)rr36Tr. 

)euiT36Tr &r60p$360&!T6ar IDSITiff g> g} SUIT GOT lS :&)&$SIB £rr lb 
i36rrSsir ineurrs^iD &urru$ ibrsxieOreurstsr^LD & Jg 6ar # gd & 
^/60tii<*!fi t &J£(7f)ih t $rir<&6rT. ^/uurreb 17 -^jibu 60 suit soar 3 
0ii) 18. u£&ui3crii)6aufiuj (2p&ssQib 19. y^6©6>/ &JB&j6dia& 

0 /i $&06urrr<3; ^(SiB^iriraerr. (§juQuirapgj 

1937ib(gjj $D iBsuiburriS r Qppeo 20 i$60u§ -jytbu 60 surresar 
&6iiri£l&6rr ^j6iiavr ear &r*an<i i—irjg}u JSitars 6r(Lpm i £Q$6ifl4: 

6<n&£lJ LlfflUI?60<5STlb G&tUgj 6)/0©0/fe® 6TT. 

{§j6i}/r&6rr c gfGn& j£iT6Q rfieoiurtuaferr n/ib urL^&rr&O&Ssrr (ljld 
gt jbuQ&Jsl u90«©0/r<55 6rr. {gfi&iraerr ueo ^60 iu jb(9j& 

(GjibuirdlGeyLstb Q&iii ^ 0 «© 0 /r«orr. «it 60 & $ jd Q&jduu ueo 

GD&SV&eD U45(6rf)&QID & l 8 ip & & ip a IBJ a <&$<£(§ tb Gur®^ psQ 

Qfiiigl td'&'Srrh^^sn^it/LD &lB smi£iLfib 3u^j@Qrjlb36rr. 
ajrpgiu iBcr^tn utribtrsnfhuir 00 y«n gg e£lLpreSeb e£l <s j/ 6u 

06OHJ ^6^17-3(6^3(9,3 3 GOT LD fT GOT LD ^f6l8 0 gj SSL 3 © 
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SUPPLEMENT 


ENDOWMENTS 

By 

HIS HOLINESS 

Sri la sri Kasivasi Arulnandi Tambiran Swamigal AvL, 
SRI KASI MUTT 
TIRUPANANDAL 

ESTABLISHED FOR 

TAMIL CULTURE, SAIVA SIDDHANTHAM, 

THEVARA THIRUMURAIS dc PUBLIC-BENEFITS 

* 

Name of the Endozvment Value Rs. 

I. Sri Arulnandi Sivacharya Swamigal 
Sivagnana Siddhiar Lectureship En¬ 
dowment (Annamalai University) .... 15,000 

II. “Sri Kasivasi Swaminatha Swamigal 
Lower Secondary School Endow¬ 
ment” at Kottaiyur (Kumbakonam 
Municipality) .... 11,500 

III. His Highness the Maharaja of 

Travancore TheVaram Prize. (Tra- 

vancore University) .... 5,000 

IV. The Cheraman Perumal Thevaram 

Prize. (Cochin Government) .... 5,000 

V. The Three Great Saints Thevaram 
Prize. (Kasivasi Kalloori, Tirupa- 
nandal) .... 10,000 

VI. Saiva Siddhanta Endowment to the 

Benares Hindu University .... 60,000 

VII. Sri la sri Kasivasi Adi Kumaraguru- 
para Swamigal Memorial Saiva 
Siddhanta Scholarship Endowment 
(Annamalai University) .... 30,000 

VIII. Endowment to “Sri la sri Kasivasi 
Swaminatha SWamigal Sentamil 
Kalloori” at Tirupanandal .... ^ 1,50,000 
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IX. Isai Tamil Endowment 

.X. Deed of Trust Settlement for Veteri¬ 
nary Dispensary, Tirupanandal, and 
Dr. U. V. Swaminatha Iyer Scholar¬ 
ship at Govt. College, Kumbakonam 

XI. Sri Kumaraswamy Feeding Charity 
at Benares Endowment 

XII. Sri la sri Athi Kumaragurupara Swa- 
migal Feeding Charity at Rames- 
waram 

XIII. Deed of Trust Settlement for feeding 

the poor and like charities 

XIV. Sri Kumaraswami feeding charity at 

Benares 

XV. Deed of Trust settlement for feeding 
the poor and deserving students 
studying in the Sri Kasivasi Swami¬ 
natha Swamigal Sentamil Kalloori, 
Tirupanandal .. 

XVI. Construction of a bathing-ghat at 
River Manniar in Tirupanandal 

XVII. Construction of a Clock Tower in 
Kumbakonam Town near Maha- 
maham Tank .. 

and others of public benefit. 


Value Rs. 
1,00,000 

Income from 
property, wet, 
dry, etc.,'ac. 
134 cents 83 

10,000 


10,000 

3,000 

17,000 


1,00,000 

2,900 


25,000 



I 

SRI ARULNANDI SIVACHARYA SWAMIGAL 
SIVAGNANA SIDDHIAR LECTURESHIP 
ENDOWMENT 

Annamaiai University of Rs. 15,000 

. • By 

His Holiness Srilasri Kasivasi Arulnandi Tambiran 
Swamigal Avergal of Tirupanandal in memory of the late 
Srilasri Kasivasi Swaminatha Tambiran Swamigal Avergal, 
to encourage the study of and the spread of learning in the 
Saiva Siddhanta Sastras. 

1. This Endowment was founded by His Holiness 
Srilasri Kasivasi Arulnandi Tambiran. Swamigal Avergal of 
Tirupanandal in memory of his predecessor the late Srilasri 
Kasivasi Swaminatha Thambiran Swamigal Avergal to 
encourage the study of and the spread of learning in Saiva 
Siddhanta. 

2. The Endowment for the lectureship.consists of Non- 
terminable Govt. Promissory Notes of the face value of 
Rs. 15,000. The interest on this investment shall be utilised 
for the honorarium for a series of lectures, not less than four 
in number annually at the Benares Hindu University and the 
Allahabad University. The honorarium shall be Rs. 400 
unless revised later with the consent of the Donor and with 
a view to lectures being given in other Indian University 
centres. Such excess of income as there may be over the 
honorarium fixed will be added every year to the corpus of 
the fund. Should at any time the Syndicate consider that no 
applicant has shown sufficient ability to justify the delivery 
of the lectures in that particular year or years, the amount of 
interest accrued shall be added to the corpus of the fund. 

3. The terms and conditions of the lectureship are as 

follows:_ 

(i) The course of lectures which shall be not less than 
four, three in the Benares Hindu University and 
one in the # Allahabad University, shall be deliver¬ 
ed annually at the University centres fixed by the 
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University on a subject explaining the principles 
of Saiva. Siddhanta. The increase in the number 
of lectures shall be subject to the conditions in 
para 5 infra. 

(ii) The lecturer shall be appointed every year by the 
Syndicate of the Annamalai University either 
from among the Hindu members of the staff of 
the University or other Hindus, experts in the 
Saiva Siddhanta Philosophy. Every year there 
shall be a new lecturer. The lecturer once selec¬ 
ted may have a second turn only after the lapse 
of 12 years. 

(iii) The lecturer shall be chosen irrespective of sex or 
caste. 

(iv) The lecturer should within a month after the deli¬ 
very of the lectures present to the Annamalai 
University as well as the Donor of this Endow¬ 
ment and his successors-in-interest, a copy of 
each^of his lectures. The University may print 
and publish the lectures at the discretion of the 
Syndicate. 

(v) The lectures shall be the result of a deep study of 
the sutras of (a) Sivagnana Siddhiyar, both 
Parapakkam and Supakkam and the six old 
commentaries on the Siddhiyar and (b) Sivapra- 
kasam of Sri Umapati Sivachariar. 

(vi) The lectures shall be arranged in consultation 
with the Benares Hindu University and the 
Allahabad University immediately before or after 
the Dasarah holidays. 

(vii) The lecturer shall bring on his return a pot of the 
holy waters of the Ganges for presentation at the 
Lord Sri Nataraja Shrine at Chidambaram for 
abishekam and intimate To the Donor his having 
done so when he sends a copy of his lecture as 
required in clause 3 (iv) supra. 

(viii) The honorarium shall be paid either in cash or 
by cheque. 



4. It shall be competent for the Syndicate of the Anna- 
malai University to invest in any Government or other trust 
securities (1) sums available from year to year for invest¬ 
ment from the interest in excess over the honorarium as also; 
(2) the capital amount of the investment in case the Govern¬ 
ment Securities in which the amount is now invested are 
tendered for payment by Government. 

5. If in the process of investment the face value of the 
Paper increases and an enhancement of income results either 
by addition of unspent amounts or by reinvestment, such 
additional income shall be utilised to increase the number of 
University centres at which the lectures will be delivered and 
consequently the honorarium for the lecturer. 

6. The Syndicate shall at the end of each year com¬ 
municate to the Donor or to his successors-in-interest the 
name and address of the lecturer and file honorarium paid 
and if in any year no lecture is delivered the amount at credit 
at the end of the year and shall also publish the accounts in 
an important Tamil or English Daily Newspaper. 

Note The deed was approved by the Anna mala i University in 
its Syndicate meeting held on 29th September ’44 and Senate held on 
12th December 1944. 


II 

“ KASIVASI SWAMINATHA SWAMIGAL 
LOWER SECONDARY SCHOOL, 
KOTTAIYUR ” 

Endowment of Rs. 11,500 

Deed of Endowment founded by His Holiness Sri la sri 
Kasivasi Arulnandi Tambiran Swamigal Avl., Tirupanandal 
for running a Lower Secondary School at Kottaiyur within 
the limits of Kumbakonam Municipality in memory of the 
Late Sri la sri Kasivasi •Swaminatha Swamigal Avergal. 

1. This Endowment is called the “ Kasivasi Swam - 
natha Sw’amigal Lower Secondary School Endowment at 
Kottaiyur.” 
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2. This Endowment consists of Rs. 11,500 (Rupees 
Eleven Thousand and Five hundred) out of which Rs. 10,000 
(Rupees Ten Thousand) is in the shape of 3)4% Non- 
terminable Government Promissory Notes and Rs. 1,500 
(Rupees One Thousand add Five hundred) only in cash 
(Number of the G. P. Note MS. 003132 of 3)4% Non- 
terminable Government Loan for Rs. 10,000). 

3. The said amount of Rs. 10,000 should^vest with the 
Kumbakonam Municipal Council for the purpose of running 
a Lower Secondary School, i.e., from first form to third form 
or equivalent standards of classes. The said amount should 
be administered by the Municipality and the interest earned 
therefrom should be utilised for the charity. • 

4. The Endowment shall be utilised for the intended 
purpose and not otherwise. 

5. If the school is not started before 1st August 1947 
or the standards or forms are not opened by that date, the 
amount along with interest accrued thereon should revert 
back to the Donor or to his successors-in-interest. 

6. The Municipal Council has got right to reinvest the 
amount of Rs. 10,000 (Rupees Ten Thousand) which is now 
in the shape of G. P. Notes in any other Approved Securities 
by the Government, yielding a higher rate of interest. 

7. The endowment of Rs. 1,500 (Rupees One 
Thousand and Five hundred) in cash should be utilised by the 
Municipality for the purpose of purchasing a suitable site for 
the construction of a school building. The said Secondary 
School should be run in that building. The construction of 
the school building should be started by the Municipality 
within three years or a reasonable period thereafter after the 
termination of the War. In case, the construction of the 
school-building is not commenced within the stipulated period 
this amount of Rs, 1,500 also should revert back to the Donor 
or to his successors-in-interest. 

8. The annual administration report of the school 
should be prepared and sent to His Holiness the Kasivasi 
Swainigal Avergal of Kasi mutt, Tirupanandal, by the 
Kumbakonam Municipality. 



The above Deed was registered in Tiruvidamarudhur 
Sub-Registrar’s Office' as Document No. 6 of 1945, of Book 
4 Volume 41, pages 92 to 94, on 12_2_1945. 

Ill >• 

HIS HIGHNESS THE MAHARAJA OF 
TRAVANCORE 
THEVARAM PRIZE 

Endowment at the Travancore University of Rs. 5,000 

The Prize is founded by His Holiness Srilasri Kasivasi 
Arulnandi Tambiran Swamigal Avergal of Tirupanandal in 
the name of His Highness Sir Bala Rama Varma, G. C. S. I., 
D.Litt., Maharajah of Travancore, benevolent, large-hearted, 
pious and illustrious ruler of a Premier State, Chancellor of 
the Travancore University, a great Reformer and a lover of 
Tamil and Music. The prize is intended for the encourage¬ 
ment, study and spread of Thevaram in the Travancore State 
and it shall be styled as His Highness The Maharajah of 
Travancore Thevaram Prize. 

2. The endowment for the prize shall consist of 
Government Securities of the face value of Rs. 5,000 (Rupees 
Five Thousand) the administration of which shall vest in the 
University of Travancore. (3 y 2 % Non-terminable Govern¬ 
ment Promissory Note No. MS. 002583 for Rs. 5,000). It 
will be at the discretion of the University to reinvest it in 
highest interest-yielding Government Securities from time to 
time. Out of the annual interest accruing on the fund a 
prize of Rs. 100 (One Hundred) shall be awarded to the best 
Thevaram-singer. 

The University shall, once in four years, arrange to 
make a selection of 75 Thevarams of Saints, Sambandar, 
Appar and Sundarar illustrative of all the pans (ljgott) and 
have them issued in a booklet with extant notes for difficult 
words The selection for one period of four 

years shall be different from those for the next period or 
periods of four years. The cost of printing and publishing 
of the booklets shall be met from the annual interest after 
setting apart the priz^-amount. The balance of interest shall 
be added to the corpus of the fund. Copies shall be arranged 
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to fie distributed free to the candidates intending to compete 
for the prize. 

3. The terms and conditions of the award of the prize 
will be as follows : 

(i) To be eligible for the award the following shall 
be the conditions : 

(a) The prize shall be awarded to the students of the 
colleges affiliated to the Travancore University 
irrespective of considerations of sex, caste or 
creed. 

(b) The candidates intending to compete for the prize 
shall memorise and sing in fine music according t 
to proper pans (u6wr) the 75 selected Thevarams 

(vide para 2 supra.) 

( c ) If in any year two or more candidates are consi¬ 
dered equally eligible for the prize lots shall be 
cast to decide the prize-winner. 

(d) The prize-winner of one year shall not be eligible 
for the prize a second time. 

4. The prize shall be awarded at the Annual Convoca¬ 
tion of the University. If in any year the prize-winner is 
unable to be present to receive the prize the University shall 
arrange to send him the prize-amount. If the prize-winner 
dies before the prize is presented to him the prize amount 
shall be paid to his legal heir or heirs. 

5. If in any year or a series of years, the prize be not 
awarded the prize amount shall be added to the corpus of the 
fund. When the endowed capital with the added capital 
from time to time yields sufficient interest so as to leave a 
large balance it will be at the discretion of {he University to 
raise the prize amount or to institute additional prizes accord¬ 
ing to the necessity of the times. 

6. The award of the prize with name and address of 
the recipient of each year shall be communicated to the Donor 
and to his successors-in-interest, for information. 

7. The endowment shall not be diverted to any purpose 
other than the one intended by the Donor. 

Note: —The above endowment has been accepted by the Univer¬ 
sity of Travancore at the Senate meeting IHd on 8th April, 1046. 
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IV 

THE CHERAMAN PERUMAL 
THEVARAM PRIZE 

Endowment at Cochin Government of Rs. 5,000 

This prize is founded by His Holiness Sri la sri Kasivasi 
Arulnandi Tambiran Swamigal Avergal of Tirupanandal in 
green memory of Cheraman Perumal Nayanar who was an 
illustrious Saint-Ruler of the Cochin State, a Great Tamil 
Scholar and an ardent Bhakta of Sundaramurthi Nayanar 
with whose loving help and along with whom from Tiru- 
vanchaikalam on Adi-Swathi Day ai-airr^) he reached 

Tirukailayam where he sang in Lord Shiva’s praise and in 
His presence the light-giving “ Tirukailaya Gnanavula ” 
(^^aeoaeurnu 0 rr 6 OT 6 ijs\jfr) in Tamil. This prize is intended 
to encourage and spread in the Cochin State, the study of the 
inspired Thevaram (6 3> sun mb) of Sundaramurthi Nayanar. 
It shall be styled as the Cheraman Perumal Thevaram 
Prize. 

2. * The endowment for the prize shall consist of 
Government Securities of the face value of Rs. 5,000 (Five 
Thousand) the administration of which shall vest in the 
hands of a committee to be appointed by the Cochin Govern¬ 
ment consisting of the Principals of the colleges under the 
presidency of the Chief Educational Authority of the State. 
It will be at the discretion of the committee to reinvest the 
fund in the highest interest-yielding Government Securities 
from time to time. Out of the annual interest accruing on 
the fund a cash prize of Rs. 100 shall be awarded to the best 
thevaram-singer under the conditions given in para 4 infra. 

3. The committee shall once in four years arrange to 
make a selection of 50 (fifty) thevara-pasurams (Cc^surm 
urrauih) of Saint Sundarar illustrative of all the pans (uo&r) 
issue them in a booklet, with extant notes for difficult words 

The selections for one period of four years 
shall be different from those for the next period or periods 
of four years. Th$ first and the last pathigams (u^aii) 
of Saint Sundarar (L? 0 £tr, shall continue to be 
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repeated on each occasion. The cost of printing and publish¬ 
ing the booklets shall be met from the annual interest after 
setting apart the prize-amount. The balance of interest shall 
be added to the corpus of the fund. Copies of the booklets 
shall be arranged to be distributed free to the candidates 
intending to compete for the prize. 

4. The terms and conditions of the award of the prize 
shall be as follows : 

(a) The prize shall be awarded only to the students 
professing Hindu faith in the college-classes of 
the colleges situated within the Cochin State 
irrespective of sex or caste. 

( b ) The candidates intending to compete for the 
prize shall memorise and sing in fine music ac¬ 
cording to proper pans (u6S5r) the 50 selected 
thevara-pasurams in Tamil. The examination 
of the competing candidates shall be held by the 
administrative committee (vide para 2 supra). 
The examination shall consist of two parts :— 

(i) The first part shall be to memorise the fifty 
selected Thevara-pasurams in Tamil and to 
give in Tamil the meaning and purport of 
verses for which 50 marks will be allotted. 

- (ii) The second part shall be in singing in fine 
music according to proper pans any of the 
50 selected thevara-pasurams so as to be 
expressive of the full comprehension of the 
import of the songs, for which 50 marks 
will be allotted. 

The best of the candidates satisfying the test, i.e., 
he who scores the highest number of marks shall 
be selected by the administrative committee. 

(0 If in any year two or more candidates are con¬ 
sidered equally eligible for the prize lots shall be 
cast to decide the prize-winner. 

(d) The prize-winner of one ye^r shall not be eligible 
for. the prize a second time. 
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( e ) The prize shall be awarded at the Adi-Swati 
<s6urr$) Celebration in the Sannidhi of 
Sundarar and Cheraman Perumal in the Shiva 
Temple at Tiruvanchaikalam. 

5. If in any year the prize-winner is unable to be pre¬ 
sent to receive the prize the committee shall arrange to send 
him the prize-amount. If the prize-winner dies before the 
prize is presented to him the prize-amount shall be paid to his 
legal, heir or heirs. 

6 . If in any year or a series of years, the prize be not 
awarded the prize-amount shall be added to the corpus of the 
fund. 

7. When the endowed capital with the added capital 
from time to time yields sufficient interest so as to leave a 
large balance, it will be at the discretion of the committee to 
raise the prize-amount or to institute additional prizes accord¬ 
ing to the necessity of the times. 

8 . The award of the prize with name and address of 
the recipient of each year shall be communicated to the 
Donor and to his successors-in-interest along with a copy of 
the account of the year, for information. _ 

4 9. The endowment shall not be diverted to any purpose 

other than the one intended by the Donor. 

Awaiting approval of the Cochin Government in letter No. J. 
361j22 dated 21—1—1947 of the Director of Public Instruction, 
Trichur? 


V 

THE THREE GREAT SAINTS THEVARAM PRIZE 
Endowment of Rs. 10,000 

This Endowment has been founded by His Holiness 
Srilasri Kasivasi Arulnandi Tambiran Swamigal Avergal of 
Tirupanandal to encourage the study of the Thevarams of 
the three Great Saints of Southern India, viz., Tirngnana- 
mmbandar, Tirunavukkarasar and Sun dammar ti Swamigal 
and thereby inspire divine spirit in human beings and mould 
them into good citizens. The Saints had graced the world 



with their soul-stirring devotional songs in praise of Al¬ 
mighty, travelled throughout the land and toiled for the uplift 
of humanity exhibiting miracles such as : 

(i) Bringing out a bride’s form with life from dead- 
bones. (CT6^LD6B)ULi GU6^6p$6Urra$UJgI.) 

(ii) Floating a stone boulder in the sea like a raft. 
(ad)(c6u G^uuLnrra u5<5i)<5g|.) 

(iii) Bringing into existence a boy devoured by a 
crocodile. ((Lp^&o^sRjn-. urr6\)%ffi <s>j 60 £) 
and similar others. 

2. The Endowment consists of Government Securities 
of the face value of Rs. 10,000 (Rupees Ten Thousand). 
The administration of the fund shall vest in the committee 
managing the funds of the Kasivasi Swaminatha' Swamigal 
Sentamil Kalldori at Tirupanandal. 

3. Out of the annual interest accruing from the 
endowed capital a sum of Rs. 200 (Rupees Two Hundred) 
will be spent for the award of prizes at Rs..50 (Fifty) each 
to the prize-winners from each of the important places of 
Shiyali, Tiruvarur, Tiruvadi and Tirupanandal. The balance 
of interest shall be utilised to meet the travelling expenses of 
the competitors for the prize from the first three places and 
printing, etc., charges of booklets containing the selections of 
the Thevarams. The unexpended amount shall be added to 
the corpus of the fund. 

4. The prize is open to the pupils of High Schools (IV 
to VI) Forms or any other classes that may be substituted as 
equivalent to them at Shiyali, Tiruvarur and Tiruvadi ami to 
the University class pupils of the Sri Kasivasi Swaminatha 
Swamigal Sentamil ICalloori, Tirupanandal. They shall 
memorise and sing according to proper Pans in fine music 
not less than 15 (fifteen) stanzas fhom the Thevaram of each 

Saint—at least one stanza from every Pathikam_, totalling 

in all 50 stanzas out^of those contained in the booklets which 
will be issued by the committee. 
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5. The following are the conditions for the award of 
the prize :— 

(a) The prize shall be awarded to the successful 
competitors irrespective of* sex, caste or creed. 

(/;) The pupils competing for the prize should memo¬ 
rise and sing according to proper pans in fine 
music with full comprehension of the import of 
the selected Thevarams issued in the form of a 
booklet (vide para 4 supra). 

(c) Intending candidates should send their applica- 
? tions to the Principal of the Sentamil Kalloori 

through the Headmasters of their respective 
schools before 31st July of each year. The 
selected candidates will be supplied free the 
-booklets containing the Thevarams through their 
respective Headmasters. 

((/) The school authorities at Shiyali, Tiruvarur, 
Tiruvadi and Tirupanandal shall hold a Preli¬ 
minary Examination of the competing candidates 
from their respective schools and select three of 
the best if there is one High School and four 
from all the schools if taken together if there arc 
more High Schools than one and send them to 
Tirupanandal by a date to be fixed every year in 
December. The Principal of the Sentamil Kal¬ 
loori with the help of two of his assistants that 
may be nominated by the committee shall hold a 
Final Examination of the selected candidates and 
declare the best of each of the groups eligible for 
the prize. 

(c) The two assistant nominees at Final Examination 
of the Sentamil Kalloori students should be diffe¬ 
rent from those of the Preliminary Examination. 

Cf) The prize-winner of one year shall not compete 
for the prize a second time. 

N. B .:—If for any reason the selected candidate s fail to attend 
the final examination at Tirupanandal . the prize-amount and the 
travelling expenses intended for them shall be added to the corpus of 
the fund. 
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(g) The Principal of the Sentamil Kalloori, Tirupa- 
nandal shall notify the result of the examination 
to the Donor and to the school-authorities con¬ 
cerned. 

6. Cheques for the prize-amounts will be issued by the 
committee in the names of the successful candidates and sent 
to the school authorities concerned for being awarded to the 
respective prize-winners. 

7. The competing candidates (viz., three if there is 
one and four if more than one High School) from Shiyali, 
Tiruvarur and Tiruvadi shall be paid a sum of Rs. 4 (Rupees 
Four) each to cover travelling expenses for journey to and 
from Tirupanandal Vide Para 5-D above. 

8. The committee shall keep a regular account of the 
Receipts and Disbursements from the fuqd. After making 
the award of the prizes and meeting the travelling expenses 
of the mofussil candidates the committee shall utilise the 
balance left for printing booklets containing selected Theva- 
rams of the three Great Saints for use of the intending 
candidates for the prize. 

A list of the successful candidates of each, year and 
the prize-amount awarded shall be published in important 
English and Tamil Dailies. An annual account of the entire 
transaction shall be furnished to the Donor and to his succes- 
sors-in-interest. 

9. The endowed capital shall not be diverted to any 
purpose other than the one for which it is intended. 


VI 

TO THE BENARES HINDU UNIVERSITY 
Saiva Siddhanta Endowment of Rs. 60,000 

This Endowment is founded by His Holiness Sri-la - 
sri Kasivasi Arulnandi Tambiran Swamigal Aver gal of 
Kasi Mutt, firupanandal, Tanjore bistrict, in memory of the 
illustrious Founder of the Kasi Mutt, at Benares Sri-la-sri 
Kasivasi Kumaragurupara Swamigal. This is intended for 
the advancement and spread of Saiva* Siddhanta Philosophy 


xiv 



in Tamil and to provide for the purpose, a Chair in the Hindu 
University, Benares to be styled as “ Kasivasi Kumaragtiru- 
para Sivamigai Saiva Siddhanta Chair ” 

2. This Endowment consists of Rs. 60,000 (Rupees 
Sixty Thousand only) in cash. The University shall invest 
this amount in interest yielding Government Securities pre¬ 
ferably 3)4% Non-terminable Promissory Notes, 

3. The administration of the Fund is vested in the 
Hindu University, Benares. 

4. A degree holder of any Recognised University who 
is not only conversant in Tamil and English, but also quali¬ 
fied as a lecturer in Tamil and Saiva Siddhanta Philosophy 
shall be appointed to the Chair by the University. He shall 
belong to Saiva Religion with implicit faith in Saiva Sid¬ 
dhanta and be able to lecture to College students in Tamil on 
the said Philosophy. 

5. From out of the annual interest accruing on the 
Endowment Fund an amount not exceeding Rs. 2,000 
(Rupees Two Thousand) per year shall be utilised towards 
the pay of the lecturer. 

6. The unexpended interest of the Endowment Fund 
(due to : (1) surplus left after meeting the pay of the 
lecturer and (2) temporary vacancy for want of a qualified 
lecturer for the Chair) shall be allowed to accumulate and 
added to the corpus of the Fund, until the capital of the 
Endowment amounts to Rs. 1,00,000* (Rupees One Lakh). 
Thereafter the interest accruing, from the then Capital Fund 
shall be utilised for meeting the pay of the lecturer over 
Rs. 2,000 at the discretion of the University. If any more 
surplus remains, then it shall be utilised for issuing pamphlets 
on Saiva Siddhanta Philosophy in Tamil, Hindi and English, 
and copies freely distributed to all the Universities. Five 
copies of the pamphlets shall also be sent to the Donor or to 
his Successors-in-interest. 

7. If at any time,.the capital amount of Endowment 
along with the subsequent additions is tendered for payment 
by Government, it shall be competent for the University to 
invest the amount in. Government Securities yielding higher 
interest. 
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8. The progress of the work done and an account of 
receipts and expenditure of the Fund shall be communicated 
annually to the Donor or to his Successors-in-interest. 

9. The Endowment shall not be diverted to any 
purpo$c other than the one intended by the Donor. 

X. B .—Endowment accepted by the University Council, Benares. 
Vide Council Secretary's letter No. P|9S53 dated 28-1-1946. 
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SRI LA SRI KASIVASI ADI KUMARAGURUPARA 
SWAMIGAL MEMORIAL SAIVA SIDDHANTA 
SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT Rs. 30,000. 

(Awaiting the approval of the Syndicate Annamalai University.) 

This Endowment is founded by His Holiness Sri la sri 
Kasivasi Arulnandi Tambiran Swamigal Avergal of Sri Kasi 
Mutt, Tirupanandal, in green memory of the illustrious 
founder of Sri Kasimutt at Benares, Sri la sri Kasivasi Adi 
Kumaragurupara Swamigal, a great Tambiran-Scholar who 
spread Tamil Culture from Benares to Rameswaram in the 
16th century when the Moghul Empire was at its zenith 
tinder Emperor Aurangazeb. This Endowment is intended 
for the promotion and spread of Saiva Siddhanta Philosophy 
and for the award of Scholarship therefor to the pupils of 
the Annamalai University under the conditions given below. 
The endowment shall *be styled as “Sri la sri Kasivasi Adi 
Kumaragurupara Swamigal Memorial Saiva Siddhanta 
Scholarship Endowment.” 

2. The Endowment shall consist of Rs. 30,000 
(Rupees Thirty Thousand) in cash. The administration of 
the fund shall be vested in the Annamalai University. The 
University shall invest this amount in interest-yielding 
Government Securities. 

3. The interest accruing on the fund shall be utilised 
for the award of six scholarships of the value of Rs. 135 
(One Hundred and Thirty-five) each in 9 equal monthly 
instalments of Rs. 15 to the poor deserving students in the 
Annamalai University irrespective of sex, caste or creed. 
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Four of the scholarships shall be awarded to the students who 
take up Saiva Siddhanta Pulavar Course and the remaining 
two to the students of the Arts Course whose second language 
is Tamil and who take up Saiva Siddhanta Philosophy as 
their optional subject. In the first year of the award two 
students shall be selected out of those taking up Pulavar 
Course and one out of those taking up Saiva Siddhanta 
Philosophy in the Arts Course. In the second year of the 
award another set of 3 students as above shall be selected. 
Thus from the second year onwards the number of scholar¬ 
ships shall be six as stated already. The term of the scholar¬ 
ship shall be two years provided the students’ first year 
progress is satisfactory and they continue the study for the 
second year. 

4. It shall be competent to the Vice-Chancellor of the 
University to declare that the holder of any scholarship has 
forfeited it for misconduct, irregular attendance, or unsatis¬ 
factory progress in his studies. In his place a deserving 
candidate shall be selected and the scholarship awarded to 
him. The decision of the Vice-Chancellor shall be final. 

5. If in any year the scholarship be not awarded, or 
after having been awarded for some time it is forfeited by 
any of the scholarship-holder the unexpended scholarship 
amount along with the balance of interest on the endowment 
fund after award of the scholarships shall be added to the 
corpus of the fund. 

6. When the original endowment along with the added 
capital accumulates to a sufficient sum, the University shall, 
at its discretion, raise the amount of the scholarship or 
increase the number of scholarships as circumstances permit. 

7. If any surplus is left behind after the conditions in 
the previous clause is satisfied, it may be utilised for the 
purchase of Sivagnana Siddhiar for the philosophy course, 
which may be distributed free to the students to whom 
scholarships are awarded, 

8. The Syndicate shall at the end of each year, com¬ 
municate to the Donor and to his successors-in-interest an 
account of receipts anjl expenditure and the names of the 
students to whom the scholarships are awarded. 
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9. The income from the endowment and the accumula¬ 
tions thereto shall not be diverted to any other purpose than 
the one intended by the Donor. 

Note :—The above Document has been registered in Tiruvida- 
marudhur Sub-Registrar’s office on 19—6—’46 as No. 1182 of 1946. 


VIII 

Kasivasi Tamil Kalloori at Tirupanandal 
DEED OF TRUST SETTLEMENT 
FOR Rs. 1,50,000 

Dated the thirteenth day of June, One Thousand Nine 
Hundred and Forty-six executed by His Holiness Srilasri 
Kasivasi Arulnandi Tambiran Aver gal, Sri Kasimuft, Tiru¬ 
panandal, in favour of the Registrar, University of Madras, 
Madras. 

1. The Srilasri Kasivasi Samiriatha Swamigal Sentamil 
Kalloori at Tirupanandal has been established in memory of 
the Late Srilasri Kasivasi Saminatha Tambiran Swamigal 
Avergal and is being conducted with a view to foster the 
growth of Tamil Literature by coaching up students for 
the Vidwan Title Examination under Regulation 7-D of the 
University of Madras or any other course that may be esta¬ 
blished hereafter by the said University by any regulation 
which may hereafter be made or passed in substitution of the 
said Regulation. This deed is executed with reference to 
the order of affiliation contained in University Registrar's 
letter No. A-2788 dated 24-5-1946. 

2. The property, the income from which is given as 
security is detailed in Schedule “A” hereto attached. It 
consists of acres 183 cents 42 (One Hundred and Eighty- 
three acres and Forty-two cents) of both Wet and Dry lands 
fn Keelaiyyanargudy village in Nakkambadi and Gangathara- 
puram vattam of Mayavaram Taluk, Tanjore District, in the 
sole enjoyment of His Holiness and with patta standing in 
his name. The value of the property is one and half lakh of 
rupees and the estimated annual income is about Rs. 8,000 
(Rupees Eight Thousand). 
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3. The said property shall continue to be owned and 
enjoyed by tts and by our successors-in-interest as heretofore. 

4. The entire annual income from the property, i.e., 
excluding the charges thereon (dues to Government and 
village establishment charges) shall be placed at the disposal 
of the committee appointed for the management of the said 
college, which shall utilise the money for the purpose of run¬ 
ning the same. The committee shall be responsible for the 
safe and proper investment of the said funds and for making 
it available for the efficient conduct of the college. 

5. The Grant that may be given by Government will be 
an additional income of the college, which should be dealt 
with as shown in para 4 supra. 

6. The cost of the teaching staff, # maintenance of the 
library and of the building for the use of the college, incid¬ 
ental charges connected with the equipment and other sundry 
necessary charges will form the legitimate expenditure to be 
met from the total annual income referred to above. 

7. A regular account of Receipts and Expenditure shall 
be maintained by the committee and an extract of the same 
should be sent monthly to us. 

8. The expenditure should, as far as possible, be limit¬ 
ed to the income of the year including the Government Grant 
for the college. If there remains any surplus it should be 
invested in Government Securities ear-marking 25% of it as 
Reserve Fund. 

9. If the annual income of the property is not placed 
by us at the disposal of the committee as indicated in para 4 
supra the committee shall have power to claim only the net 
income as stated in para 4 supra from the immovable proper¬ 
ty shown in Schedule A hereto attached. 

10. The said income of the property shall not be diverted 
to any other purpose. 

11. If at any time the expenditure exceeds the annual 
income of the college from the endowment, grant, etc., the 
income of Manikkudy* village (Kumbakonam Taluk, Tanjore 
District, consisting of Acres 61 cents 80^ of Wet and Acres 
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6 cents 49 of Dry lands costing Rs. 70,000 Vide B Schedule 
attached and held by us on patta) amounting to Rs. 4,000 
(Four Thousands) annually shall be the guarantee. 

Note :—The above Document has been registered in Tiruvida- 
marudhur Sub-Registrar’s office on 19—6—’46 as No. 1182 of 1946. 

IX 

ISAI TAMIL ENDOWMENT 
Landed Property of the value of Rs. 1,00,000 (One Lakh) 

By His Holiness Srilasri Kasivasi Arulnandi Tambiran 
Swamigal Avl., Sri Kasimutt, Tirupanandal 

1. This is founded in green memory of the illustrious 
founder of Sri Kasijnutt at Benares, Srilasri Kasivasi Adi 
Kumaragurupara Swamigal, a Great Tambiran Scholar, who 
spread Tamil culture from Benares to Cape Comorin in the 
16th century. This is intended to cultivate and propagate 
music in Tamil accompanied by musical instruments and for 
the award of scholarship therefor to the pupils of the ad¬ 
vanced classes in the Sentamil College at Tirupanandal. 

2. The property the income from which is given as 
security is detailed in Schedule A hereto attached. It 
consists of about 220 acres of both wet, dry, manai, and 
buildings in Ethakudi, Paingattoor, Akkaraikottagam, Kuri- 
chi, Nallur and Vattar Vattams in Mannargudi Taluk, 
Tanjore Dist, in the sole enjoyment of His Holiness and 
with Patta standing in his name. The value of the property 
is One Lakh of Rupees and the estimated annual income is 
about Rs. 5,000 (Rupees Five Thousands). 

3. The said property shall continue to be owned and 
enjoyed by us and by our successors-in-interest as heretofpre. 

4. The entire annual income from the property, i.e. f 
excluding the charges thereon, dues to Government, village 
establishment charges, usual village samuthayam, maramath 
expenses, and usual expenses to village goddess shall be 
placed at the disposal of the committee managing the affairs 
of the Kalloori which shall utilise the money for the purposes 
mentioned below, after setting apart 10 per cent of the in- 
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come as Reserve Fund which shall be invested in interest- 
yielding Government Securities. The committee shall be 
responsible for the safe and proper investment of the said 
funds, and for making it available for the efficient discharge 
of the object. 

5. The salary of the Instructors, the cost of the musical 
instruments purchased and other charges referred to in items 
ii, iii and iv and such other expenses as may be necessary for 
the working of the Institution and the objects’ in view shall 
form the legitimate expenditure to be met from the total 
annual income referred to above. 

(i) (fl) The training is open to the pupils of the Sen- 

tamil College irrespective of sex, caste or creed. 

(&) The instructors appointed for the purpose shall 
select out of the pupils in the advanced classes 
those that are fit for vocal music and those 
that are fit only for instrumental music accord¬ 
ing to their aptitude. 

(c) One hour a day shall be devoted for the 
purpose and this shall not interfere with the 
regular curriculum of the College. 

(d) Isai Tamil comprise Thevara Tirumurais ac¬ 
cording to proper pans and songs in Tamil in 
fine music. 

(e) The instruments consist of : 

1. Veenai, 2. Thamboora, 3. Violin, 4. Har¬ 
monium, 5. Flute, 6. Kanjira, 7. Mirudangam. 

It will be the duty of the instructors to coach up the 
students selected in vocal music, in Tamil accompanied by 
suitable musical instruments. Those considered fit for instru¬ 
mental music shall be trained in those instruments. Out of 
the musical instruments those that are considered of immedi¬ 
ate use and necessity should be begun first and as the training 
advances, the introduction of other instruments may be 
considered according to the needs of time and the availability 
of the required funds. 

(ii) A yearly magazine should be published giving parti¬ 
culars of the numbef of pupils coached up in vocal and 
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instrumental music and notes of Researches by experts 
interested in the subject. This will also contain the details 
of the annual conference held as shown in item iv infra. 

(iii) As an inducement to the pupils receiving training, 
the committee shall institute annually a cash prize of Rs. 50 
for vocal and of Rs. 50 for instrumental music for which the 
best of the pupils that may be selected at a competition shall 
be eligible. The amount will be met from the fund at the 
disposal of the committee. 

(iv) Out of the annual income, surplus left shall be 
utilised in connection with Isai Tamil Conference held at the 
anniversary of the Athi Kumaragurupara Swamigai for which 
expert musicians, viz., those that are versed in Thevara Tim - 
murais and music in Tamil, and those that are versed in 
instrumental music shall be sent for and an entertainment 
arranged so as to promote the cause of the advancement of 
Isai Tamil. 


6. After meeting the several items of expenditure 
referred to in para 5 supra, the balance left, if any, shall be 
made available for giving as many stipends as fund permits 
*° the deserving pupils undergoing training in music. The 
stipends shall ordinarily be Rs. 10 to Rs. 15 a month and 
tenable for ten months in the year. 

7. If the annual income of the property is not placed by 
us at the disposal of the committee as indicated in para 4 
supra, the committee shall have power to claim only the net 
income as stated in para 4 supra, from the immovable pro¬ 
perty shown in Schedule A hereto attached. 


S. A regular account of Receipts and Expenditure 
shall be maintained by the committee and an extract of the 
same should be sent monthly to us. 


9. The said income of the property shall not be diverted 
toany other purposes other than those intended by the Donor. 

Madras* in v,^^ 10Ve< !r ^ Director of Public Instruction of 
Madias in his proceedings No. Rc. 114, K-4? dated 17—2—’47. 
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FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF A VETERINARY 
DISPENSARY AT TIRUPANANDAL 
ON GENERAL STAMP Rs. 300. 

Deed of Trust Settlement (Landed property) executed 
by Sri la sri Kasivasi Arulnandi Thambiran Swamigal 
Avergal, Tirupanandal on Saturday the twenty-eighth day 
of June One Thousand Nine Hundred and forty-seven. 

2. A Veterinary Dispensary at Tirupanandal is being 
run by Government Veterinary Department with part contri¬ 
bution made by the District Board, Tanjore, and part made 
by us. Our contribution is a maximum sum of Rs. 683_4_0 
(Rupees six hundred and eighty-three and annas four only) 
annually or 25 per cent of the recurring charges whichever is 
less. The said scheme was approved by the Government of 
Madras in their G.O. No. 2782 (MS) Development dated 
27-6-1944. 

3. Our property consisting of Acres 133 cents 6 of 
Wet, Dry and Natham lands situated in Athipilyoor vattam 
of Negapatam Taluk and Acre 1 and cents 77 of punja lands 

situated in Tirubhuvanam Vattam of Kumbakonam Taluk_ 

totalling acres 134 and cents 83 (One Hundred and thirty- 
four acres and eighty-three cents only) of Wet, Dry and 
Natham lands in both the villages, with patta standing in our 
name and estimated to yield an annual income of about 
Rs. 1,000 (One Thousand) is hereby set apart by us to pay 
our amount of contribution towards the Veterinary Dis¬ 
pensary at Tirupanandal and also in respect of other items of 
charities.as under: 

4. The said property shall continue to be owned and 
enjoyed by us and by our successors-in-interest as heretofore. 

5. The net annual income from the property, i.e., ex¬ 
cluding the charges thereon, dues to Government, village 
establishment charges, village samuthayam, maramath ex¬ 
penses, etc., shall be utilised for the purposes stated herein. 

6. The surplus left after meeting the contribution to 
the Veterinary Dispensary at Tirupanandal shall be utilised 
for the award of the Dr. U. V. Swaminatha Iyer Scholar¬ 
ship (for one student only) for the advancement of Tamil 

xxiii 



learning, instituted by us in the Government Coliege, Kumba- 
konam and accepted by the Secretary of the Kumbakonam 
Government College Old Boys* Association in their letter 
dated 10-2-1943.. The annual value of the Scholarship shall 
be Rs. 130 (Rupees One Hundred and thirty only) while the 
holder thereof is in the Intermediate classes and Rs. 170 
(Rupees One Hundred and seventy only) while in the BA. 
classes, i.e., an aggregate sum of Rs. 600 (Rupees Six Hund¬ 
red only) for a period of four years. It shall be disbursed 
annually at the rate of Rs. 130 for the first two years and 
Rs. 170 for the third and the fourth year. 

7. The balance (i.e., after meeting the items referred 
to in paras 2 and 6 above) that may be available, shall be 
utilised for charitable purposes at the discretion to the Donoi 
viz., feeding, etc. 

8. If for any reasons, the Veterinary Dispensary at 
Tirupanandal is discontinued or should be shifted outside 
Tirupanandal limits, the annual contribution that is now being 
made to it shall be stopped and shall be utilised for charitable 
purposes at the discretion of the Donor and his successors-in- 
interest as stated above. 

9. The valuation of property for purposes of stamp 
duty is Rs. 20,000. 

Note : The abovementioned deed has been registered in the Sub- 
Registrar’s Office of Tiruvidamarudur on 5—9—*47 as Document No. 
152511947. 


xi 

ON GENERAL STAMP Rs. 150. 

Sri Kumaraswamy Feeding Charity at Benares 
Endowment of Rs. 10,000 

This endowment is founded by Sri la sri Kasivasi Arul- 
nandi Tambiran Swamigal Avergal, Sri Kasimutt, Tirupa- 
nandal in memory of and with great reverence to Sri la sri 
Athi Kumaragurupara Swamigal, widely known as Sri 
Kumaraswamy at Benares for the purpose of conducting 
ee mg c rarity at Benares on the Anniversary Day (Vaikashi 
Amarapaksham Thiruthiyai—anaiin-Jl'^ieirua^ii 0,n,$!<xxu.) 
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2. This endowment consists of Government Promissory 
Note to the face value of Rs. 10,000 (Rupees Ten Thou¬ 
sands) invested in 3% 1951-54 Government Bond No. MS. 
009804. (Stock Certificate No. MS. 1333). The adminis¬ 
tration of this Endowment shall vest in the Donor and his 
successors-in-interest. 

3. The annual interest accruing on the Government 
Promissory Note shall be utilised for the performance of 
Brahmin feeding and Maheszuarapooja (Saivate feeding) in 
our choultry at. Benares on the Anniversary Day. 

4. The feeding shall be in accordance with the thitta- 
japtha prepared at the time of the Anniversary Celebration 
which will depend upon the then current prices. 

5. The charity shall be conducted every year by the 
Donor and his successors. This endowment shall not be 
diverted to any other purpose either by the Donor or his 
successors as stated above. 

Note: The abovemeutioned deed has been registered in the Sub- 
Registrar’s Office of Tiruvidamarudur on 5—7—’47 as Document 
No. 18(1947. 

XII 

ON GENERAL STAMPS Rs. 150. 

Sri la sri Adi Kumaragurupara Swamigal Feeding Charity 
at Rameswaram. 

Endowment for Rs. 10,000. 

This Endowment is founded by Sri la sri Kasivasi Arul- 
nandhi Tambiran Swamigal Avergal, Sri Kasimutt, Tirupa- 
nandal, in memory of and with great reverence to Sri la sri 
Athi Kumaragurupara Swamigal, Founder of Sri Kumara- 
%swamy Mutt at Benares, for the purpose of conducting 
feeding charity at Rameswaram on the Anniversary day 
(Vaikashi Amarapaksham Thiruthiyai—63)aja»fr<£ 

2- This Endowment consists of Government Promis¬ 
sory Note to the face value of Rs. 10,000 (Rupees Ten 
Thousands) invested in 1951_54 Government Bond No. 
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MS. 008805 (Stock Certificate No. MS. 1334). The ad¬ 
ministration of this Endowment shall vest in the Donor and 
his successors-in-interest. 

3. The annual interest accruing on the Government 
Promissory note shall be utilised for the performance of 
Brahmin Feeding and Maheswara Pooja (Saivate 
Feeding) in our Choultry at Rameswaram on the Anniver¬ 
sary Day. 

4. The feeding shall be in accordance with the Thitta- 
japtha prepared at the time of the Anniversary celebration 
which will depend upon the then current prices. 

5. The charity shall be conducted every year by the 
Donor and his successors-in-interest. This endowment shall 
not be diverted to any other purpose either by the Donor or 
his successors as stated above. ' 

Note'. The abovementioned deed has been registered in the Sub- 
Registrar’s Office of Tiruvidamarudur on 5—7—’47 as Document 
No. 17(1947. 


XIII 

DEED OF TRUST SETTLEMENT 
Executed on 17—9—1947 

BY 

His Holiness Sri la sri Kasivasi Arulnandi Tambiran 
Avergal of Tirupanandal, Kumbakonam Taluk, 
for feeding the poor and the like charities 
in the temple at Tirunallar, French India 

1. This Endowment consists of Government Promis¬ 
sory Note to the face , value of Rs. 3,000 (Rupees Three 
Thousands) invested in 3% 196365 G.P. Note MS. 017181" 
The administration of this Trust shall vest in a committee of 
five office-bearers under the Donor and his successors-in- 
mterest referred to in para 7 infra. 

2. This settlement has been created for the specific 
purpose of defraying the expenses connected with the drag¬ 
ging of the wooden chariot gifted by tfc on 28-6-1946 to Sri 
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Darparanyer Temple at Tifunallar (French India) and for 
feeding the poor every year on the Avani Moolam Day. 

3. Out of the interest accruing from this endowment 
exclusive of Rs. 20 which will be set apart as Reserve Fund, 
the balance of Rs. 70 shall be utilised every year for taking 
the deity in procession in the Chariot and for feeding the 
poor. The committee shall have discretion to exceed the 
limit of Rs. 70 or curtail the expenditure according to the 
interest derived. 

4. The deity shall be taken in procession every year in 
the wooden chariot on the Avani Moolam Day in the month 
of Avani. The annointment (Abishekam), decoration 
(Alankaram) and the offerings (Neivedyam) shall be con¬ 
fined to Rs. 35 in conformity with the thitta-japtha appended 
hereto. 

5. A sum of Rs. 35 shall be expended towards the 
feeding of the persons dragging the chariot and other poor 
people as per the enclosed thitta-japtha. 

6. In the event of repayment of the G.P. Note pur¬ 
chased for the endowment at any time by the Government, it 
shall be reinvested immediately in Government Bonds fetch¬ 
ing the highest rate of interest. 

7. The committee to administer this endowment shall 
consist of five persons. They shall constitute the five office¬ 
bearers working under us and our successors-in-interest, viz., 

1. The Karbar. 2. Attavanai. 3. Shroff. 

4. Emarthy. 5. Rayasam. 

8. The excess of the Reserve Fund over Rs. 200 
(Rupees Two Hundred) referred to in para 3 supra shall be 
utilised for feeding charity according to the discretion of the 
Donor. 

9. This endowment and further additions to it shall 
vest in the donor and his successors-in-interest. 


Registered at the Sub-Registrar’s Office, Tiruvidamarudur, on 
17—9—’47 as Document No. 21 of 1947 in pages to 46 of Volume 
No. 42 of Book No. IV. * 

V 
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XIV 

On Rs. 225 Stamp Paper. 

SRI KUMARASWAMY FEEDING CHARITY AT 
BENARES-ENDOWMENT FOR Rs. 17,000 

This Endowment is founded by Sri la sri Kasivasi Arul- 
nandi Tambiran Avergal, Sri Kasimutt, Tirupanandal, in 
memory of and with great reverence to Sri la sri Athi 
Kumaragurupara Swamigal, widely known as Sri Kumara- 
swamy at Benares for the purpose of conducting feeding 
charity at Benares during the month of Margaseersham or 
Margali every year (i.e.) 16th December to 14th January. 

2. This Endowment consists of Government Pro¬ 
missory Notes to the face value of Rs. 17,000 (Rupees 
Seventeen Thousands) invested in 3% Conversion Loan of 
1946, Nos. MS. 006252 and MS. 006397. The administra¬ 
tion of this Endowment shall vest in the Donor and his 
successors-in-interest. 

3. The annual interest accruing on the Government 
Promissory Notes shall be utilised for the special feeding of 
Brahmins and'Maheswarapooja (Saivate feeding) in addition 
to the usual daily feeding in our Choultry at Benares during 
the month of Margaseersham or Margali (infTfr&y?) every 
year (16th December to 14th January.) 

4. The feeding shall be in accordance with the thitta- 
japtha prepared at the time of the celebration which will 
depend upon the prices then current. 

5. The charity shall be conducted every year by the 
Donor and his successors. This Endowment shall not be 
diverted to any purpose other than those intended by the 
Donor. 


Note: Registered on 8—10—’47 at the Tiruvidamarudur Sub- 
Registrar s Officers No. 22 of 1947 of Book 4 Volume 42 pages 46 to 
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XV, 

On Rs. 1,500 Stamp Paper 
DEED OF TRUST SETTLEMENT 
(Landed property worth Rs t 1,00,000.) Executed by His 
Holiness Sri la sri Kasivasi Arulnandi Tanibiran Swamigal 
Avergal in favour of Sri Kasivasi Swaminatha Swamigal 
Sentamil Kalloori, Tirupanandal. 

2. A Tamil College at Tirupanandal to foster the 
growth of Tamil Literature has been established by us in 
memory of our predecessor Sri la sri Kasivasi Swaminatha 
Swamigal Avl. The said College has been recognised by the 
Government of Madras in their order dated Dis. 3154|45 
dated 17-9-1945, and affiliated to the University of Madras, 
vide Registrar’s letter No. A. 2788 dated 24_5_1946 com¬ 
municating the approval. 

3. The annual net income from our property, (i.c., 
excluding the charges thereon, dues to Government, village 
establishment charges, village samuthayam, maramath ex¬ 
penses, etc.), consisting of 97 acres 27 cents of Wet, Dry 
and Natham situated in Anaikoil village, Veerakkan vattam 
of Kumbakonam Taluk, Tanjore District (detailed in the 
Schedule attached herewith) in our enjoyment with patta 
in our name shall be permanently utilised for the feeding of 
the poor and deserving studying in the said Sri Kasivasi 
Swaminatha Swamigal Sentamil Kalloori, Tirupanandal. 
The net annual income from the property is estimated at 
Rs. 5,000. The property is worth about Rs. 1,00,000. 

4. The said property shall continue to vest in our 
enjoyment and management and that of our successors-in- 
interest as heretofore subject to the provisions in para 3 
supra. 

5. The number of students to be fed, their selection, 
and the feeding, etc., shall be fixed and arranged by us and 
our successors at their discretion having regard to the funds 
available therefor. 

6. If there should remain any surplus after feeding the 
pupils referred to in para 3 and 5 supra , it shall be utilised 
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for such other charities of like nature as may be determined 
by us and successors. 

7. The said income from the property shall not be 
diverted to any other, purpose otherwise than as stated above. 

Note: The abovementioned deed has been registered in the Sub- 
Registrar’s Offiee of Tiruvidamanidur on 16—10—47 as Document 
No. 2352)1947. 

Besides the endowments mentioned above made for the 
advancement of 

Tamil Saiva Siddhanta and Thevara Tirumurais, 

His Holiness has been pleased to make the following 
deeds of public benefits. 

1. Sri la sri Athi Kumaragurupara Swamigal Feeding 

Charity at Srivaikuntam (the birth place of Sri Kumara¬ 
gurupara Swamigal) on the Anniversary Day_Endowment 

of Rs. 9,000. 

2. His Highness The Maharajah of Mysore Thevaram 
Prize at the Mysore University—Endowment o^Rs. 5,000. 

3. Sri Gurugnanasambanda Swamigal Memorial Thev¬ 
aram Prize at Mayavaram—with the Municipal Council of 
Mayavaram—Endowment of Rs. 5,000. 

4. Continuing the Dispensary for human treatment at 
Tirupanandal and contributing therefor the net income deriv¬ 
ed from acres 44 and cents 22 of our Manikkudi village. 

5. Constructing a* bathing-ghat at River .Manniar in 
Tirupanandal for the benefit of the public at a cost of 
Rs. 2,900 (under construction). 

6. Constructing a Clock-Tower in Kumbakonam Town, 
near Mahamaham Tank at a cost of Rs. 25,000 for the 
benefit of the Kumbakonam public (under construction). - 


xxx 
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LIST OF FURTHER ENDOWMENTS 

Sri Rajaji Saiva Siddhanta Scholarship Endowment to the 
Vivekananda College, Madras. (Accepted by the Vivekananda 
College, Madras vide Secretary’s letter dated 5-1-1948). 

... Rs. 10,000 

Sir S. Radhakrishnan Saiva Siddhanta Scholarship Endow¬ 
ment to Hindu University, Benares. (Accepted by the University* 
Council at its meeting held on 15-12-1947. Resolution No. 376 
communicated with Secretary’s letter No. P. 9506 dated 24th 
January, 1948). ... ... ... Rs. 20,000 

Sri Kumaragurupara Swamigal Memorial Thev^ram Prize at 
Srivaikuntam Endowment. (Engrossed on Rs. 75— General Stamp 
and registered on 10-1-1948 at the Sub-Registrar’s Office, Tiru- 
vidamarudhur, as No. 1 of 1948, Book No. IV, Volume No. 42, 
pages 87 to 90) ... ... ... Rs. 5,000 

The Madura Tirumalai Naick Tirumurai ‘Endowment 
(Rs. 10,000-37„ Loan of 1963-65 MS. 017397—Registered at 
Tiruvidamarudhur Sub-Registrar’s Office). ... Rs. 10,000 

Sri Senthilandavan Feeding Charity at Srivaikuntam, Tiru- 
chendur and Tinnevelly-grant of stipends to Girl-students (Executed 
on Rs. 1,500 General Stamp and registered at Tiruvidamarudhur 
Sub-Registrar’s Office on 28-1-1948. Document No 172 of 1948 
Book No. 1, Volume No. 981, pages 39 to 42). ... Rs. 1,00,000 

Sri Senthilandavan Feeding Charity at Benares, Mudura and 
Kumbakonam—grant of stipends to Girl-students (Executed on 
Rs. 2,250 General Stamp and registered at Tiruvidamarudhur 
Sub-Registrar’s Office No. 225 of 1948, Book 1, Volume 968. pages 
91 to 103 dated 11-2-1948). ... ... R s . 1,50,000 

Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Feeding Charity at Benares. 

... Rs. 5,0J0 

Mahamahopadyaya Dr. U. V. Swaminatha Iyer Memorial 
Tirukkural Prize at Madras. ... ... Rs. 3 f 5oo 

Contribution to the Panchayat Board, Tirupanandal, to con¬ 
struct Harischandra Ghat (cremation ground with a shed). 

t ... Rs. 3,000 

Donation to the Tuberculosis Sanatorium, Tanjore...Rs. 21,000. 



